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Throughout the course of human history there have been cycles of innovation and growth but with this exists periods of time where humans were faced with torpor and stasis.  All of the most tremendous engineering marvels ever conceived by man have common factors that link them together.  Much to the same suit, intervals of stagnation can also be linked to similar causalities.  It is of no mere coincidence that the greatest eras of innovation are also linked with stability and growth.  On the other hand periods designated by passivity are also connected with decline and uncertainty.  It is important to note all of these events whether they be helpful and promote evolution of society or destructive and hinder the development of humans.  It becomes valuable then to begin at a prehistoric age to the modern one and study elements that constitute areas of innovation and stagnation. An examination of innovation throughout history reveals that there are at least three significant factors that spurred innovation: stability, a centralized government, and resources (financial and natural). 
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