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The first book of the Aeneid begins with Virgil telling his theme for the entire text. He wants to write on the trip of Aeneas from Troy to Italy. One noticeable feature is that the gods play a leading role in the control and guiding the mortals' path. Jupiter is the supreme in the text, and his leading mediation role is evident in the first book of the Aeneid. Virgil starts his poem with the portrayal of the anger of Juno on Aeneas. This anger against the main character is due to the foreseen destruction of Carthage, Juno's favorite city. However, Neptune the ‘father' steps in to order things around. Neptune in the Aeneid is portrayed as the ‘father' and a supreme god who controls the fate of Aeneas through his mediation and supreme power to control nature.
The best depiction of the power of Neptune and his desire for order and calm is seen through the statement “All the while Neptune sensed the furor above him, the roaring seas first and the storm breaking next – his standing waters boiling up from the sea-bed, churning back.” (lines 145-148). The careful analysis of these lines by Virgil reveals several characteristics of Neptune, the sea god. First and foremost, they depict Neptune watching over the calm seas as the storms have died down. They also explain that Neptune is watching over everything and protecting it as a father would. Here, he has done his fatherly job of calming the storms. 
Secondly, Neptune is the god of the seas and rides a chariot being led by seahorses. This depiction, further seen in mosaic paintings, shows power and control. The reason why Neptune rides on the seahorses is that he has power over the sea and he uses this power to command the sea creatures. As seen when the author says that Neptune ‘flicks his horses, giving them free rein,’ it means that his chariot and the horses are docile to him and their fates are controlled by him. Although the author states that his chariot is very obedient to him, he means that the horses pulling his chariot listen to him and do whatever he wants. As such, it is clear that Neptune takes the father figure which should be respected and obeyed. 
The role of Neptune is to restore calm and protect his own. As such, he has done his job of calming the winds which Aeolus had ordered under the influence of Juno. Upon finishing his work, he is now getting ready to leave. In the text, it is evident that Neptune plays the protective role and protects Aeneas from the anger of Juno. This role is clearly the role of a father as Neptune is portrayed throughout the Aeneid. As a father would protect his own and restore calm in his territory, Neptune now gathers his reins after having done so. This point thus portrays Neptune as the father and the supreme force in nature. 
The incident of Neptune calming the winds and the sea portrays Neptune as having power over Aeolus and Juno. Virgil states that “Quicker than his command he clams the having seas, putting the clouds to rout and bring back the sun” (line 167-168). His depiction of Neptune is that when he senses the commotion, he lecturers Aeolus and Juno about causing the havoc. He is angry at them, and before he even finishes his harsh words, he has already restored order in the sea. As such, this observation further supports the view that Neptune is seen as the father in the text. Just as the father would rebuke his people (wife Juno), Neptune rebukes the two and in the process restores calm. 
Virgil portrays the role of Neptune in the Aeneid as that of a ‘father' through the actions that he takes. This role comes out through the anger of Juno and the actions of Aeolus to bring havoc on the seas. His desire for order and calm is that of a father in his territory. Similarly, his riding on the chariot pulled by seahorses shows his command. He even rebukes the two (Juno and Aeolus) for their actions. In Book I, Virgil thus portrays Neptune as guiding the path of Aeneas by protecting him on the seas by restoring order and calm. 
