eadings
for Diversity
and Socidl

Justice
il

Edited by
MAURIANNE ADAMS = WARREN J. BLUMENFELD

CARMELITA (ROSIE) CASTANEDA s HEATHER W. HACKMAN
MADELINE L. PETERS * XIMENA ZUNIGA

aIUN0Y



~n’ "‘ .l-f: %ﬂ. 5\‘ 540 ST' ad

Readings for Diversity

Third Edition

Edited by

Maurianne Adams, Warren J. Blumenfeld,
Carmelita (Rosie) Castafieda,
Heather W. Hackman, Madeline L. Peters,
and Ximena Zuniga

a{ Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
NEW YORK AND LONDON

Scanned by CamScanner



s sl

13
i edion pubished 2

,
oy ROUISCE e, New York, NY 1001
m

\y published in the UK b
i Oxon OX14 4RN

by Routiedge Miton Park, Abingdon.
2 Park Square,

informa business
e of the Taylor & Francis Group, an
Routiedge is an imprint

© 2013 Taylor & Francis

- itorial

tors to be identified as the authors of the ed
The right of ”‘;ﬁ“’fmm for their individual chapters, has been
material, i“n“d tance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs
and Patents Act 1988.

. hts reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced
All;g:'::d in wfgm? g;a by any electronic, mechanical, or other means,
?\‘ow known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording,
or in any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation
without intent to infringe.

First edition published 2000 by Routledge
Second edition published 2010 by Routledge

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Readings for diversity and social Justice / [edited) by Maurianne Adams,

Warren J. Blumenfeld, Carmelita (Rosie) Castafieda, Heather W, Hackman,

Madeline L. Peters, and Ximena Zaniga.—Third edition.
pages cm

‘:‘%’-“‘“ bibliographical references and index.

rejudices—United States. 2. Racism—United States.
g. ;nrted States—-ﬂaoa relations. 4. United States—Ethnic relations.
- vinorties—United States. 6. Social justice—United States.

I . e

' , editor of |
E184 A1R386 2013 v,
305.8009

Twesetmswigs721 .
by Swales & Wiy and Classical Garamong

is Ltd' Ei(eter, Devon

Scanned by CamScanner



-~ »aadings: 95, 96.

[ntroduction
’

Chase Catalano and Davey Shiasko

since the late 1990s, transgender issues have gradually come into increasing public awareness
n academia, law, and popular culture. The past few years have seen a handful of new academic
publications that are able tf" go beyond explorations of transgender identity or queer/gender
teory, and focus on specific venues where transgender oppression plays out? These new
resources mean that students and scholars (and sometimes activists) have data and analysis to
graw on and build from, no longer limited to narratives, memoirs, and anthologies of personal
stories to piece together how systems of oppression manifest in trans lives and experiences.

At the same time, a number of legislative and policy victories have the potential for positive
mpact on many trans people’s lives. For example, in 2011 the states of Nevada, Connecticut,
and Massachusetts all passed laws banning discrimination on the basis of gender identity and
expression, bringing the total number of states with such protections up to sixteen (National Gay
and Lesbian Task Force [NGLTF], 2012). We can feel hopeful when we consider that in sixteen
siates, the District of Columbia, and some smaller jurisdictions, it is illegal to discriminate against
ans people in housing, employment, and in some cases public accommodations. However,
"lotal, this means that only 44 percent of the U.S. population lives in areas covered by these
as (NGLTF, 2011). The media coverage of such changes, along with flurries of stories about
;‘;';b"tlf 0r celebrated trans people such as Chaz Bono, Thomas Beatty (a trans man who gave
e ‘J’ﬂ? baby in 2008), and Jenna Talackova (a trans woman who was disqualified from the
oy - 16 COMpetition based on her trans status), may make it appear that trans issues are

Mainstream.” Yet trans communities still face tremendous obstacles, and contemporary
”‘Tmes of oppression against trans individuals and communities are widespread. .
"y and discrimination against transgender people are stil of pandemic ﬁﬁm
Sl r?tender identity and expression are now included in federal hate cnm'es a}e:;;s ssion
s Ofcement does not yet track or report crimes based on gender identity an .exp:‘d '
: With hate crimes based on federally protected classes, such as race, religion, v bisa.;x
Motivatey 2.011)' For this reason it is very difficult to state with any certainty the number ol
hthe,.. ~IMeS against transgender and gender non-conforming people. FIGHENY, Fhorn
fang : gender and g i ialize each year at the
Manggr . OMMUnity try to keep track of publicized incidents, and memorialize :
SGender Da p track of p d gender non-conforming
%0l whe s Of Remembrance on November 20 transgender and gend ates. at least 221
have been murdered. According to these community groups’ estimales,
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people were murdered in anti-transgender hate cnmes world:c:c:g 't:he;w;ee:ioN:: 3’:;:" o
November 2011, including at least nine in the U.S. Compar e ” Counts of
179 and 162, this seems to show a rising trend in reported murders o' frans pople (Transgengg,
ts of confirmed cases are definitely a dmgttc undmunt Since they

Europe. 2011). These coun e known and since police departmente ;
only include people whose transgender identities wereé e - ﬁms in
most jurisdictions have no obligation and indeed no way to report these mu : ©rs as hate .

Because non-discrimination laws do not protect most t'a"sge',"de,r pe,ople in the Uniteg States,
we may be denied housing, employment, and public benefits with little it any lega! r6Course. The
first national survey of trans people’s experiences with dlscr.1mlnat|on resulted in a release in
2011, by the National Center for Transgender Equality and National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
which showed that 63 percent of tl’aﬂsgande‘ survey respondents had expenenced “a Serioys
act of discrimination,” such as being fired, evicted, or assaulted due to their gender ident;
or expression (Grant, Mottet, Tanis, Harrison, Herman, and Keisling, 2011). Respondents werg
nearly twice as likely as the general population to have attained a four-year coliege degree, yet
nearly four times as likely to be earning less than $10,000 a year, indicating severe and pervasive
employment discrimination. Nearly one fifth of respondents had been homeless at some point,
and the same proportion report having been denied health care based on their gender identity or
expression (Grant, Mottet, Tanis, Harrison, Herman, and Keisling, 2011). For many trans peopie,
the ability to update their name and gender on identification documents such as a drivers license
or passport can offer some protection from discrimination and harassment; unfortunately there
are many barriers to making these updates, and this report found only 21 percent of respondents
who have transitioned gender have been able to update all relevant ID and records. People of
Color and lower-income people were even less likely to have updated their documents (Grant,
Mottet, Tanis, Harrison, Herman, and Keisling, 2011). Trans people also are arrested and impris-
oned disproportionately to the general population, due both to economic marginalization and
to stereotyping by police officers, and once in prison they are extremely vuinerable to sexual
assault, medical neglect, and other abuses (Sylvia Rivera Law Project, 2007). All these chal-
lenges take their toll: the report indicates that over 40 percent of trans people have attempted
suicide (Grant, Mottet, Tanis, Harrison, Herman, and Keisling, 2011).

The reality represented by these discouraging statistics leads us to identify the oppression of

transgender people as a problem worthy of study and action within a multi-issue social justice
hberation movement.

DEFINITIONS

Transgender oppression (sometimes referred to as cissexism, genderism, or binarism) is close¥
related to sexism and to heterosexism, and there are also important differences (see Griffin, 2007
on the section website). In order to distinguish them, we need 1o define Some terminology- M
WWWMMW%m,Wﬁngtoﬂncategmotmw
m.hfmmmmmemﬁwsmm,mmmamwwmlm
mm.mmmcahmmmmmmmammwm'“
mmmmbbbgwms.Masmmm,gem,mhmmwg
mammmwmmmNmmummmgmmm-mw"w
mmmm:nwwpeophhawmmmmwmmmw_.,,,,
categorization of their body as male or female (Fausto-Sterling, 2000; Kessler, 2002)
whose physical bodies are not easily categorized as male or female are called infersex.* ored
Gendorrefefstoa\nﬂderangeofsodal!uﬂtmalnwaningsmatamascﬁbedtﬂw.%
We like to think of gender as composed of both gender identity and gender axpress ke Mo
mmwam‘smwﬂmmﬁmwdmwmmw
woman, transgender, genderqueer, and many others. Gender expression refers 10
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grmeanor: and language, throygh Wwhich we intentionally or unintentionally

atti®  jor. AS Hackman descrlbes (in the introduction to the section on sexism),
n asni cate g“"’; ocific sets of expectations for gender expression, which characterize what
are agupposed t_°" be in a particular SOG_iBty. The dominant assumption is that
ender identity, and gender expression always line up—for example, that
people identify as women and express themselves through femininity—and
¢-b0 two and only two sexes, and two and only two genders (where identity and

e are . A
 that Therconﬂated)' This faulty assumption, often referred to as the sex/gender binary, is

.o of our analysis of transgend.er oplpression.

9 mmon to confuse gender identity and expression with sexual orientation (i.e.,

189" s emotignally, romantically, or sexually attracted to), and, thus, to confuse
(s pression with heterosexism. In fact, one’s gender identity and expression is not

tfansge“' e r;ate dtoone’s sfexual orientation. Transgenc_ier people, like all people, have a variety

005 L ontations including heterosexual, gay, lesbian, pansexual, and queer.s For further

of 564U of gender, sexuality, and_tgrrlnlnplogy. we .re19r readers to the sections on heterosex-

2 oxisMM, 85 well as to Pat Griffin’s discussion included on this section’s website.

50 o these definitions, we use the term transgen@er broadly to describe people whose
Basgd ity and Jor gender expression do not match societal expectations (Catalano, McCarthy,
di 0, 2007) and for whom this‘fam is central to their.identity and/or important in determining
d Sh'as_rcu mstances. Transgender is also a term of self-identity that is claimed by some, but not
life Tcle who fit in our broad definition. Peoplc_e who fall under the transgender umbrella may or
all pBUIf dentify as transgender, and may also identify with others terms such as male-to-female

i nEutch. female-to-male (FtM), genderqueer, femme, androgynous, two-spirit, and others.

[Mt'ir:]r{e ability to name .andl define one’s own identity and experiences is a vital element of

owerment for marginalized peoplgs. Terms of self-identity are important tools that help
e:;ple 1o survive with, in, and/or in resistance to the gender binary. At the same time, we use
fmnsgender as a broad descriptor. o) that' we can discuss social phenomena that affect people
- this category, across many variations in how people understand and describe themselves.
Responsible study of transgender issues requires constant reflection about the language we use.
I In particular we urge readers to consider whether any term you might come across is being used
i by trans people to identify themselves, or by professionals in public health, social services, law
oracademia to describe a group of people whose relationship to that term may be fraught (see
e.g. Valentine, 2007).

We define transgender oppression as the system of oppression that targets and marginal-
izes people who are transgender in the broadest sense. The system privileges non-transgender
people, also called cisgender® people, whose gender identity and expression conform with
relative ease to societal expectations. Like other forms of oppression, transgender oppression
is hgrmful_ and limiting to everyone, including those who occupy a privileged position. It has
zz:giuolar ;impact on those who transition from living entirely or primarily in one of the two socially
- outsir:jz tggnders (man. or woman) tg Iij.ring entirely or primarily in the othelr. or who live between
oo :Itehcategorles. Often, this is the group that people are referring to when they say
@ Bxamples' s ough we use transgender morc-%- broadly, .rnany of thle phenomena we focus on

Boti o mﬂnransgte,-nlr:le|.r oppression are particularly evident for this group. _
€18 dogs ot m}' tlii'eoplg view gengar asa presumed-natural binary, those of us whose experi-
forces s o atch thls assumption are often viewed as unnatural. The medical sygtem. rein-

fagﬁOSH'c i -S?SIC_)EFIaIIy with regard to those of us who choose to change our bodies, in the
(througp, g atistical Manua! V, which classifies the desire to change the sex of one’s body
fdenﬁty isord 0““-‘5-_EiUr.gerles, or other options) as evidence of a mental illness called gender
dentiy, iCher. This diagnosis forms the basis of the current *medical model” of transgender
thergy, Positions transgender identity as an illness with biomedical transition as the cure,

establigh: . y :
“ansition,r bflsh.ng medical authority to “diagnose” gender identity and to supervise gender
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tress about being trans. This can lead well-meaning allies 10 feel pi?tg;isrvﬂéﬁg’gv :;3rd'irr:lnsg;_:,nder
people. Some trans people do experience internal struggles abO_l:J : Thegmedic:':ll d 't";a'?y trang f
people also find joy and pride in our gender identity and expression. model i9noreg

One central assumption of the medical model is that all trans people experience extremg dis. é

positive aspects of trans experience. : : ’;’
It is difficult to overestimate the historical and current Impafc:\ of the mrf?g:ai mgdel On trang. i
gender lives, communities, and movements because much of how we u stan “ansgender f

has been shaped by the medical model. Transgender people inevitably end up ha‘"".g'to Navigate
the medical system's assumptions about us, whether beca:use we tl:hoose to paﬂlCIpate in the |E
system in order to seek medical transition or because mec.ilcallprowders pass judgment op our f |
non-conformity and create barriers to accessing even basic primary _h_ealth care. Dean Spade’s f
piece in this section (selection 88) addresses some of the complexities of trans CoOmMmunitieg’ §
relationships to the medical model. ) )

Like all forms of oppression, transgender oppression can be internalized. A:t the most basic |!'j
level, internalized transgender oppression is internalization of the sex/gender binary. The bina

.'d!
asserts that only two categories of people exist: masculine, man-identified males, and feminine, I’ﬁ
woman-identified females. For some trans people, the internalization of this belief system may ’,f
lead us to doubt whether we can be a “real” man or “real” woman, or even whether we are “reg|” #
atall. For others, the internalization of the gender binary may lead us to enact hyper-femininity or ﬁd
hyper-masculinity in attempts to “prove” our identity. !

4

Another aspect of internalized transgender oppression is internalization of the medical mode|, ;@
Many trans people disagree with some aspects of the medical model and prefer to see trang '

identity not as pathology but rather as a natural expression of human variation. Yet the influence fé

of the medical model is so pervasive that we may accidentally accept some of its assumptions i"ﬁ

even if we do not believe in them (such as the assumption that all trans people experience g 5#
certain kind of discomfort in their bodies). g
When we are able to come together as a community, we can mitigate some of the brutal ¥
effects of internalized oppression and create space for trans people to have more agency in ]
defining and making choices about our lives. The recent emergence of numerous trans memoirs, n
biographies, and documentaries, as well as trans advocacy organizations around the world are |
further examples of resistance by trans people who refuse to buy into the messages of shame B
and isolation. We hope more will be published about the compiexities of internalized transgender
oppression and the ways in which individuals and communities are working toward liberation. i
SEXISM, HETEROSEXISM, AND TRANSGENDER OPPRESSION
There are various ways to understand the relationships among sexism, heterosexism, and trans-

gender oppression. The way we think of it is that these three systems, along with the oppression
of intersex people, are conceptually distinct but overlapping systems. They have in common ifm
overarching system of norms and expectations related to bodies, gender, sexuality, and family
relationships that dictate which identities are considered normal, which are deviant, and in some
cases which identities are acknowledged to exist at all.

In addition, there are many specific manifestations of oppression that play out similarly. For
example, lesbian, gay, and bisexual (LGB) and transgender people may be labeled as 'mef}‘a“‘fl :
il when we are not and may be discouraged from interacting with children because of mahonae !
fears that we will influence the children to become LGB or T. Both women and trans people :i:e |
often targeted for sexual assault and are encouraged to entrust our bodies to doctors W v |
dissociating from our own knowledge of what our bodies need and want. In additior]. Seﬁfmii
heterosexism, and transgender oppression often occur in tandem. When a gay man wnhfarmit)h
nine gender expression is targeted for violence based on his femininity, gender non-con 0

T

a e —
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orientation, all three systems are at play. With the constant evolution of
od 58%° _ ophy around transgender issues, we look forward to seeing the new ways
rﬂ$r1 dp Ilodescfibe these relationships,
y;giue an’  communities and movements has often been intertwined with LGB activism
ny LGB Ofg".i”'zat'?“s now include transgender issues in their mission and
h -"e minism' b LGBT. The |nclu5|0{1 of transgender within LGB movements and organiza-
crony s the historical connections of the communities and has created space for the
oerng eople 10 be addressed as PE}I'I c!f broader LGBT liberation efforts. However, it
of tran® (! fit, and often these organizations struggle with how to enact their intention
57 gnatv ve. The lumping in of T with LGB has also reinforced confusion about the
ans"” 1 \der, which many people misunderstand as being a sexual orientation.
9 yransgender liberation movements -should be a natural it with feminist move-
mgam" o Ways hare a fundamental goal of eTl!"‘“natlrjg.] Oppression based on gender. However,
dicts petween trans and non-trans .femumsts have surfaced on many fronts.® In
ical onfl ether to overcome the overlapping systems that target all women (whether
i,j‘o,olc'g ork 108 ¢) and all trans people (whether or not they are women), trans and feminist
grdf:ft oy aré tr&\;‘0 coek a mutually beneficial definition of feminism that would “dismantle the
of ﬂz ts need up gender as a system of oppression, but [. . .] without passing moral judg-
mguctu s tha! prori:o seel the need to change their birth-assigned gender” (Stryker, 2008, p. 3).
gt eople wtensi on around trans issues in feminist and LGBT movements, trans people
with theé art of LGBT and feminist organizing. Trans people’s participation in these and
p always bee’;r‘;ems has been omitted from many accounts, sometimes out of carelessness
hef 5ocia}i mz‘; ut of intentional reframing of the historical facts (Namaste, 2000; Nestle, Howell,

a msFlﬂs‘eQO 02: Stryker, 2008), leading to widespread ignorance about trans people’s history
ndWilchln )

- deed, our very existence. : :

and, inde® aside space for discussion about transgender oppression, we acknowledge and

gy sefting eriences of those who transgress the gender binary. We hope readers will use
ponor the B’t‘s add complexity to, rather than supersede or distract from, conversations about
this semor; of oppression with which it intersects. This section represents only a fragment of
other ;?]L“;tive thinking on transgender issues that has been published, which is in turn only a
nmne;F |fr:E| gment of the brilliant wisdom and scholarship that resides unpublished in transgender
communities. We hope that this section will encourage readers to seek out more information and
tofind your own voices about this issue.

INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS

Thelpieces in this section provide a basic framework for understanding the context, acknowl-
Esglr"g §0me voices, ar?d exploring next steps about transgender experience and transgender
selzc?isnsmnf Our focus IS on contemporary transgender communities in the United States. In
e aregt Ei :;is, wbe considered whaF resources woyld pe most relevant and appealing to people
Wil wan?e?j 1nut !ransggnder issues for Ihe. first time. _

forms of Oppres Sio”” emphf’:lslze th\_e mterconnect!ons among transg.e_n.der oppression and other
a“**mpting b includ. ?Speclally ragsm and classism. One of the crmmsr‘ns we often h_ear.when
t.e "ansgender m e ransggnder Issues in college curricula or student life programming is that
Sion is 5 White, ovement is a white, upper-class movement and, thus, transgender oppres-
"NSgende the PPer-class problem. Indeed it is true that much—though certainly not all—of
That Shauly 1 2iNg th-IEl'f has been published is from a perspective of race and class privilege.
» Drllsing, since most published academic theory on many topics tends to

Pective. In fact, gender transgression exists in all cultures, and transgender

not
Come fr, that pb: sur
Fithe b :
United States are as diverse racially as the nation as a whole. As far as

Ompm, .
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430 | TRANSGEN y data cited above suggests that transgender Peoplg
urve

ic s en if they were raj ;
socioeconomic class, the econom! ass and poor, &V y alsed i,

ing cl : _

: . become working € o i Eiveesiy i frans :

are disprcn:Jc}rtlc:nat::!yr Iuke;lti :pted i o ings that spea i
class privilege. We have @

f oppression as they impact trans Jjygg,

ences, and to the complex inteEY amongbiﬁ:e;?sei hanged: A History of Transsexz;

Joanne Meyerowitz's excerpt frorm ner the historical evolution of transgender identities g,
hhesinkecl Sialee (IR 35).outlme§ onic 1950s case Of Christine Jorge_”sen 10 show hq,
s S L’jsmgSTseaf Stryker’s piece (selection 87) ogtllnes t.he Compton
el e;olutgor;.arly example of transgender SOC!E{.' justice activism jp Us.
Cafeteria Riots of the 196 9{* a 59) duscrlbes some F i compigxittes OT a.nd il -
el et (Selgqmﬂow class and gender non-conformity can limit access to mey;
fhim Dpecaeel .mOdEI' ok |mf?ﬁon 89) discusses the rejection of trans women’s issues from the
cal care. Julia Serano c(iszxe lores some links between misogyny gnd transgender OPpression,
E:;F;Sthﬂ?:::e{r;;g;ﬁa;n 90)pdescribes how trans youth, and specifically trans youth of color, are
impacted with_in the pris.orl mdu?ma;gg{;:izf):'mne R T— st

For mlxr VonceS_ part, ';cEZ?nger desire !to be recognized and her complex relationships with
gn'::; T:g :ttzigzr::ejamison Green‘sd"LO:th! hist?t.ioion't!" (selection 92) discusses his exper.

i invisibility after medical tran !

en(;:: Efefsggss?;z;giecégender Privilege” (selection 9?) parallels Pegl]gy Mclqtosh’s clas-
sic article on white privilege to outline examples of how clsgender. peolfa e l?eneflt from thejr
relatively privileged position in the system of tran?,gr.a.nder oppression. “Calling All Restroom
Revolutionaries” (selection 94) reports on an organization of college students. whc? ad\fc?cate for
inclusive restrooms, which benefit not only trans students but also people with disabilitieg and
parents of young children.

FURTHER RESOURCES

This section provides an introduction to transgender history, voices, and issues and the system
of transgender oppression. There is far more that could and should be explored about the range
of gender transgression in the United States and globally, both historically and currently, and
the variety of ways in which trans-ness has been understood by gender transgressors and those
who have observed and studied their transgression. Even though this section is U.S.-focused,
there are conversations going on around the world about transgender issues in culture, law, and

policy. We encourage readers who would like a more international perspective, as well as many
further U.S.-related resources, to go to the section website.

See Companion Website for Additional Resources and Material

Notes

1 We ask that those who cite this work always acknowledge by name both the authors listed rather than
either only citing the first author or using “et al.” to indicate coauthors. Both collaborated equally in the

conceptualization, development, and writing of this chapter,

See the following examples: Beemyn and Rankin's (2011) The Lives of Transgender People; Spade’s (ot

Normal Life: AdminiS{rarr've Violence, Critical Trans Politics, and the Limits of Law: Stanley and Smith's E‘_jitefj
volume (201_’_) Captive Genders: Trans Embodiment and the Prison Industrial Complex; and Valentin©s
(2007) Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography

of a Category. These stand out, among others.
3 Many advocates for trans rights do not : e ' & dlogh
support hate cr argue it
actually reduce violence an PP crimes legislation because they arg

- 2 i
i donly punishes poor peaple of color who are already most vulnerable to cfimi"a
prosecution and imprisonment (see Spade, 2011), e y
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inm;mation on intersex issues, we refer

4 FOr m sumi Colligan's piece in the alblelsl'ﬂ‘section of thig ari:‘tsof;?’(“ Allm (www accordalliance.org/),
and ' - nsgender people a'sdo dentity as bisexual, but many g Sﬂ‘ecie T,
5 some‘tse" reinforces the gender binary, and instea yge Pansexual or queer 106t 1ns category because the
; d;glnder means non-trans, from the etymology c;s meaning “on the same side,* s trans means “across
6 Cr gsin e - ;
“cro evious edition of the DS\ _
- .~ns from the previou (DSM Iv-TR |
7 5'0: : ;Li been advocating for many years. At the dira L‘E“C’Omated Some changes for which trans

- e time, tr - i

actl‘"sb S:ﬂ % approach (e g. De Cuypt_are. Knudson ang Bockting ggigrwps stil find many shortcomings

in the ore discussion on transgender inclusion in feminigy : :
m

8 Fo;morld (1979); Stone (1991); Stryker (2008) Movements, see Califia (2003); Prosser (1998)
Ra
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Introduction—How Sex Changed

A History of Transsexuality in the United States

Joanne Meyerowitz

On December 1, 1952, the New York Daily News announced the “sex change” Surgery
of Christine Jorgensen. The front-page headline read: “Ex-GI Becomes Blonde Beauty.
Operations Transform Bronx Youth,” and the story told how Jorgensen had traveled tq
Denmark for “a rare and complicated treatment.” For years, ]orgex_lsen, born and reare as
a boy, had struggled with what she later described as an ineffable, mexor.able, and
ingly unbearable yearning to live her life as a woman. In 1950 she sailed to E

search of a doctor who would alter her bodily sex. Within months she found an
nologist who agreed to administer hormones if she would in
research. Over the next two ye

increas.
urope in
endocri-

return cooperate with hjg
ars she took massive doses of estrogen and underwent two

major surgeries to transform her genitals. At the end of 1952 the New York Daily Ney;
transformed her obscure personal triumph into mass media sensation.

Jorgensen was more than a media s
opened debate on the visibility
with force in the 19505 and engage us still today.
and who is female, and why do we care?
apparent than it seems? As a narrativ
fascinated readers and elicited their sy
of striving and success, it inspired ther
their own sex and offered
imagined that one could t

ensation, a stage act, or a cult

figure. Her story
and mutability of sex. It raised questio

ns that resonated
How do we determine who is male

Can humans actually change sex? Is sex less
e of boundary transgression, the Jorgensen story
rprise, and as an unusual variant on a familiar tale
n. It opened possibilities for those who questioned
an exoticized travelogue for armchair tourists who
ake a journey across the sex divide. In the post-World War II
era, with heightened concerns about science and sex, the Jorgensen story compelled some
readers to spell out their own versions of the boundaries of seX, and it convinced others to

reconsider the categories they thought they already knew. In response, American doctors
and scientists began to explore the process of defining sex.

had never

At the start of the twenty-first century, we routinely distinguish sex, gender, and sexual-
ity, but we cannot, it seems, seal off the borders,

Scientists, their popularizers, and their
critics still debate whether sex-linked genes or prenatal sex hormones or specific sites of

hetero- and homosexuality. In much of the Popular culture, sex still seems to dictate par-
ticular forms of gender, which in turn dictates particular forms of sexuality. In this defau}f
logic, a female is naturally and normally a feminine person who desires men; a male is
son who desires women. All other permutations of
sex, gender, and sexuality still appear, if they appear at all, as pathologically anomglous
or socially strange. . . . [T]he categories of sex, gender, and sexuality—now analytically
distinct—remain insistently intertwined in American science and culture. ot

Jorgensen was not the first transsexual, nor was the publicity accorded her tl}c f'fhse
media coverage of sex-change surgery, Cross-gender identification, the sense of being f r
other sex, and the desire to live as the other sex all existed in various forms in eari€
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n her culgures dl storical record includes count|

65 89 [ived as women an females who dresseq of li ntless examples of males
sform the bodily characteristics of sex v; ved as men. Transsexuality,

XV
0 gtotF tieth century. By the 1910s Eur 'a hormones and surgery, originated
u en o g

i Pean scienti gy
e early cransform the sex of animals, and sts had begun to publicize
he s t0 by the 19205 a few doctors, mostly in

aemP® " d to alter the bodies of a few pari
ad 287 W patients who longed to change their sex.

+ x-change experiments in Europe reached the United
he 1930s on, American newspapers and ma
roadcast stories on sex change

: | States through the popular
-ull‘“fc'd f?]ﬁf-'b gazines—and later radio, televi-
T rld War II did American doctor o )
o2 | aftef:,v?. _ From the start, the dcrc:torss;rtl']c(l1 :cc::::tt: o Sfetlously LG Dt
of s¥ he €X lanatory POWers of biology and psychology fﬁz l::ughtdamong Wemehves
po uttl e P dthe m erits of se.x-change . s ) ¢ and abuse of medical
t&hn? ¥ ‘F;Oim and counterpoint of debate, the doctors and scientists gradually shifted
In focus from concepts pf bmlogl?al sex to concepts of what they camge to ca]{ serlld:r
[helrn they tried to’explam the desire to change sex, they less often referred togcondi:
Wh‘i f mixed bodily seX and more frequently wrote of “psychological sex,” and later
Ton der identity,” 3 SENS¢ of the sexed self that was both separate from the sex of the
1" nd, some claimed, harder to change than the body itself. The sex of the bod
bo® oW asserted, hafil multiple components—hormones, chromosomes enitalz,
they ore—some of which cguld fne altered. A few of them began to emp’haiize tht;
it arability of adult BC“de_" 'de“FlfY and to acknowledge the despair of those patients
o wanted the sex of their bodies to mat_ch their unshakable sense of self. This new
understanding of gender was forged and refined in the discourse on transsexuality. With

jt, more American doctors gradually began to endorse and perform “sex reassignment

surgery- . IS U - : :
From the doctors and scientists’ point of view, medical examinations and psychological

rests could Jetermine a person’s sex and verify a person’s gender identity. From the point
of view of their patients, sex and gender were usually matters of self-knowledge. They had
«udied themselves, and sometimes they had also read widely in the medical literature. Like
the doctors, many of them distinguished between the sex of the visible body and the firm
sense of sex that came from an inner sense of self. They had determined for themselves
what they were and what they wanted to become. After Christine Jorgensen made the
news, hundreds of them approached doctors in order to convince them to recommend
or perform surgery. But they ran into constant conflicts with doctors who insisted on
their own authority to define sex and gender, diagnose the condition, and recommend the
treatment.

... After Jorgensen made the news, American doctors and scientists took up the taxo-
cket of varied conditions of sex, gender, and

nomic process of sorting out a tangled thi
transsexuals, transvestites, lesbians, and

sexuality. On the ground, rhose who identified as
gay men sorted themselves out in a parallel social process. Amidst a multiplicity of varia-
tions, some of them came to define their conditions not only in contradistinction to the
mainstream norm—the heterosexual masculine male or heterosexual feminine fernz?h.:-—
but also with regard to others on the margins. In everyday life, especially in the cities,
they gravitated toward each other, schooled each other in the customs ar_nd language of
particular subcultures, and developed their own vernacular that delineated finer gradations
of gender variance than the language used by doctors: o

_ In the 1960s the complicated process of redefining sex took place within a culture
Increasingly preoccupied by a “sexual revolution,” by more libcnjal .attltudes tmfvard indi-
Vidual choice, and by revitalized human rights movements that insisted on social change
' the name of justice. In this climate the doctorg and scientists who studied transsexuality
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began to organize programs, clinics, conferences, and associations to promote Study
treatment for transsexuals, and self-identified transsexuals began to Organize 1, dof ang
their own rights. “Mapg
[TThe birth of a new identity evolved socially and politically into the birth of
minority. Self-identified transsexuals distinguished themselves from other “devign A Dew,
saw themselves as members of a distinct social group. In the late 19605 apg ear] _ts ang
a few transsexuals began to challenge the doctors’ authority and to reject the r o
model that cast them primarily as patients. They observed and sometimes joined ¢}, tdicy
movements for civil rights, feminism, and gay liberation, and they began ¢, - ¢ 1960
lectively and demand the right to quality medical care and also the right to live f:-hzc co).
harassment, with whatever presentation of gender they chose to express. By th; cee from
end the push for transsexual rights had blossomed into a vocal social move oy

Ly ury'y
: . - T N : ment with |
national, and international organizations and with a new scholarship that sought 5 %Q
clarify the contested meanings of sex. 8 o

434 | TRANSGENDER OPPRESSION

As this thumbnail sketch suggests, the history of transsexuality engages 3 Number ¢
key trends of the twenticth century. It demonstrates the growing authority of Sieo T of
medicine, and it points to the impact of sensational journalism. It illustrates the ,.icc -
new concept of the modern self that placed a heightened value on sclf-exprchiU:‘ of :
improvement, and self-transformation. It highlights the proliferation of sexual iden‘ris,ch.
and it offers a new angle of vision into the breakdown of tr s,

aditional norms of gender I
the 19705 and 19805 the women’s and gay liberation movements eclipsed transsexugliy n
the sites of public debate over sex, gender, and sexuality. But the history of tranﬂsem{]i:

had alrcady laid the definitional groundwork and helps explain the peculiar configury

tion that sex, gender, and sexuality had already assumed in American popular culture
medicine, and law. '

87

Transgender Liberation

e e e s

Susan Stryker

THE COMPTON’S CAFETERIA RIOT OF 1966

1

d by <%

By the middle of the 1960s life in the United States was being transforme moven® |

: Ay endcr
large-scale social movements. . . . The most militant phase of the .rranssi'; o
for social change, from 1966 to 1969, was part of this massive social up
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ents at :
Thinlilal' ] ;h;l' l;(?r the first t?:?}gc;;im I-osdﬁnge es {n elngc‘lgjom:%ghborhood
sl i o SR PO TR ever, direct and Dewey’s [in
was hia t action
Philadci;l:OPl rcsmtei[:.n—!ésol;gtl:zzm: xal change. One wcekenll:lll:xhgehmem Y i
53!"461' date 15 uﬂkflo b Zin wirh ’. ent)"'follr-h()ur Cafeterla ¥ tht in Al.lgust-—the
geci®’ lor § ets, Was buzzing its usual late-night crowd of c:la = camice o6 sk
P Taylo” * icers, runaway teens, and down-and-out neighborhgod i:gﬂucel% wps
ars. 1he restau-

ers ent became annoyed by a noisy you

sli:,?s maﬂage:::iing a lot of time without spcnd};n}; a II:E C;OWd o e i

o dbeSsP° . had been doing with i @ 10t Ol money, and it called in the poli
seef” t them———as_lt 4 Increasing frequency throughout th e
ot e officer, accustomed to manl?andlmg Compton’s cliente| ut the summer.
A stlfl’:i P arm of one of the queens and tried to drag her away. Shcmc e with impunity,
Efabbeffcc 1 his f?ce’ however, and a mclet? erupted: Plates, tr;ys c:nexpeztcafll}’ threw
het cor " oh the air at the startled police officers, who ran outside z;.nd 2:]133 f = i
few [ro « customers turned over _the tables and smashed the plateglass wi :I or backup.
Comp d out of the restaurant 3‘3d mto. the streets. The paddy wagons arl'?ve?iws 33d —
pour® proke out i'?l CO"? prons vicmity, all around the corner of Turk and '1: aln Dreg
! gbeat the police with their heavy purses and kicked them with their :?g;:ril D;-ag

quee A police car was v_andallzed, a newspaper stand was burned to the oumli . éc—ci
shoes- 45 of the best ;n...vmlab[e source on what happened that night, a retrog;;ectiv:: :Eco :
"y liberation 1acriv:s-t Reverent?l Ra_vmonii Broshears, published in the program of ;;1:
me‘i sco’s first Gay Pride march in 1972— gcnel:al h_alvoc was raised in the Tenderloin.”
il restaurant had been pa;:kcd when thfe fighting broke out, so the riot probably
sixty patrons, plus police officers and any neighborhood residents or

ved fifty or ; .
who jumped into the fray.

jn\-’(}!
ssersby

Jate-night P2
CONTEXTUALIZING COMPTON'S

exact date of the riot remains a mystery . . . its underlying causes are reason-
1g why the riot happened where and when it did reveals a great deal

Although the
historically motivated the transgender social justice struggle and

ably clear. Understandir

about the issues that have
helps us understand similar dynamics at work today.

The location of the riot was by no means random.

neighborhood had been a sex-work district since the early 1900s. . . .
Much of the so-called vice trade in the neighborhood was supported by nonresidents

of one sort or another. . . . But the neighborhood’s resident population tended to be those
d from doing so: released

who _muld least afford to live elsewhere, or who were prevente
convicts and parolees, old-timers on small pensions, recent immigrants, pimps, prostitutes,

dr ‘E 3d(_1icts, alcoholics—and transgender women.
ousing and employment discrimination against transgender people are still legal in
more common in the

mo 1 ks i - - . - .
st places in the United States, and this discrimination was even
who looked transgendered

Past than it is now. In the 1960s, more so than today, a person
al of trouble finding work.

%ould be less likely to be rented to and would have a great de g wor
lived in the Tenderloin in cheap residential

San Francisco’s downtown Tenderloin

Sex. Whi sy
hd;mo“ people who participated in the Tenderloin’s illicit economy of sex, drugs,

More of , ours entertainment were free to come and go, the nenghbor}}(’f’d functioned as
N involuntary containment zone for transgender women. Police actually helped
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concentrate a population of transgender women tinht:i iTt;n erloin by gthemto g,

there when they were picked up in O t geens,” whom they considered bot,
The police could be especially vicious tO strtle':;tl SL;] 2 h ;0 draplaii alisit mistreatme:t'

the i
of-the-barrel sex workers, and who were rested on suspicion of Prostitutioy,

; en ar
Transgender women working the ;trv-:etrsn\:rf!1‘5(*;‘;:;1;:t " “alking with Faendes thcs e
; : : -
even if they were just going to the

orm oral sex, strip-search

driven around in squad cars for hours, forcedf Lcihl;ir;risoners- Transgenpder Wo;i,no-[’
after arriving at the jail, humiliated in front o o't s vecisted, b plazed A n
e heir heads forcibly shaved, or if they resisted, be placed in %01“3
jail often wogld have t £ ey were legally men (with male genitalia in e
ccfxnlf]iqemen_t inl'“the h?ulrzmeAr? da:slcglfltfn in};pite of having breasts and no facial hair) they
30113120;;:&??; z:}sw men’s’iail, where their femininity made them especially vulnerap,

| assault, rape, and murder. _ _
© S'I?lfil;acharscinica’lly gaél situation became even Worse in the n"nd-l960§, when U.S. involve.
ment in the war in Vietnam escalated. Wartime 1s typically a time of helghtenefi surveillance
of commercial sexual activity in cities where large numbers of LPR O At being mobilized
for deployment. . . . There were wartime cracl_<d0“fns on prostitution in San Francisco
during the Spanish-American War in the Philippines in the 1890s, during Worl'd War I1 in
the 1940s, and during the Korean conflict in the 1950s. An}ong the hardest-hit establigh-
ments in San Francisco during the crackdown associated with the 1964-66 escalation of
U.S. troops in Vietnam were the gay and drag bars, which even then catered to the “Don’t
ask, don’t tell” military crowd.

Yet another factor that changed an already grim situation from bad to worse for trans-
gender women in the Tenderloin was the effect of urban renewal and redevelopment. Their
increasingly serious plight was directly related to very broad-scale social and economic
changes. . ..

In response to the massive social dislocations of urban renewal and redevelopment.
Tenderloin residents launched a grassroots campaign for economic justice in 1965. . .. Their
immediate goal was to establish needed social services by qualifying the neighborhood for
federal antipoverty funding. . . . The Tenderloin organizers not only had to document
economic need in their neighborhood; they also had to persuade poor communities of
color that adding an additional antipoverty target zone predominately populated by white
people would be the right thing to do, even if that meant the already existing zones got
a smaller slice of a fixed amount of money. Compounding matters even further, most of
the white people were queer, and most of the people of color were straight. The eventual
establishment of the Central City Anti-Poverty Program thus represented a singular accom-

plishment in the history of U.S. progressive politics: the first successful multiracial gay/
straight alliance for economic justice.

Tenderloin activists involved in the antipoverty organizing campaign were striving to
create conditions in which people could truly participate in structuring the society they
lived in instead of just reacting to changes created by others. One unexpected consequence
of neighborhood mobilization was the formation of Vanguard, an organization made up
mostly of young gay hustlers and transgender people. Vanguard, which formed in the
summer of 1966, is the earliest known queer youth organization in the United States. e

Vanguard described itself as “an organization of, by, and for the kids on the streets: Its
goals were to promote a sense of self-worth among its members, to offer mutual support
and companionship, to bring youth issues to the attention of older people, and to 255‘3” IE
presence in the neighborhood. One of the group’s early flyers urged people to think {33
racial divisions and focus instead on shared living conditions: “You’ve heard about B acc[
Power and White Power,” the flyer said, before telling its readers to “get ready for Stl'rﬁO
Power.” . . . Vanguard’s first major political action . . . was to confront the manageme”
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(eria over 1ts poor treatment of trans |

e gende
\ toﬂfs Caaf chill-out lounge for the whole “eighborhool;l?'omen' Compton’s Cafeteria
o ed B2 Comilies, or legal employment, who yep, - O Young people who often
Y fﬂﬂcno homcs:;.vided an especially vital resource, Marginalized by their gender or
S| e R ies meetings at COmPron’s, and during

) t
\ ﬁ’ﬁaﬂ 034 " 1 d been on the rise. As the restaurangs he course of the summer of 1966,

B re . Customers .
) o U1 n, the management asserted its properry pigp - 1Creasingly claimed its
1] @ s hel agly. It instituted a “service charge” for eacl, cu and business interests more

% 3 b 1 »
Y ot ore Sz ' young people “camping out” and not yyy:

iscrl to
| e g8 icularly the transgender youth. And wig, arass the street kids and shoo
:J'.}:' ch":ﬂg utst o July, Vanguard worked with ministers fl'a:}rEr g;%f and greater frequency, it
LW 4 . . 1 : . ;
4| f:]"ed the cocl;;u“h] and with older members of Sap Francisco’s h; [Ghl::lj:; MemoFlal United
. o - line protesting the mistreatment of jyg members mﬁp € organizations to
ﬁiﬁl 1\[ up 8 PIC * philadelphia had done at Dewey’s, In San Francis::ml;f as the customers and
%;rﬁ sfv 2ctivists : wurned a deaf ear to the complaints. Soon after the [?i,ck:t“;e'f'lelzl the restaurant’s
I ) ; : B )
B iljanagefr:e ration boiled over into militant resistance, #kec,to produics any
!
M| kingback, iU €23 0 866 oW the Compton's Cafeteria riotin 1966 was related to
By L.large'SCﬂlf political, socllla ; al_ll‘l_ ecc;]nomlc devglopmems and was not just an isolated
% very ncident unrelatec_i to otfer thmgfu that were going on in the world. The circumstances
| hﬁlecrcated the conditions oil the riot in the flst place continue to be relevant in the
U"Ir-c ' ! [Sgender movement today: discriminatory policing practices in minority communities,
n

| e ful urban l:md-us? FfOll_C'fS, the ‘Ul}settli_ng. domestic consequences of U.S. foreign wars,
™ healthcare, civil rlght:s activism aiming to expand individual liberties and social

nce on matters of sexuality and gcnder, and political coalition building around the

, “’Ier?um] injustices that affect many different communities. The violent resistance to the
n“ muiession of transgender people at Compton’s Cafeteria did not solve the problems that

||fJEI: 3|:C€55 o h

gy ender people in thg Tenderloin facgd daily. It did, however, create a space in which it
Iy, Uﬂ;n%e possible for the city of San Francisco to begin relating differently to its transgender
1.,1]3;; ; E;:Z ens—to begin tre.ating them, illl fifCt, as citizens with legit%mate needs instead of simply
b s problem t0 get ”d. of. That shift in awareness was a crucial step for the contemporary
Uy ransgender social justice movement—the beginning of a new r‘ela.tlonship to state power
iy and social legitimacy. It would not have happened the way that it did without direct action
ity in the streets on the part of transgender women who were fighting for their own survival.
T
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Dean Spade

¥ This essay examines the relationship between individuals seeking sex ;elass:)gr dcre:l:'
L ; X . in
g *rgery (SRS) and the medical establishments with which they must conten

fulfill thej goals. . . .
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downright sexist to reduce any woman (trans or otherwise) down to her mere bod
or to require her to live up to certain societally dictated ideals regarding appearancz Party

Perhaps no sexual minority is more maligned or misunderstood than trang v,

As a group, we have been systematically pathologized by the medical and psycholom-en'
establishment, sensationalized and ridiculed by the media, marginalized by majpg =
lesbian and gay organizations, dismissed by certain segments of the feminist comml:e-am
and, in too many instances, been made the victims of violence at the hands of mey, Ay
feel that we somehow threaten their masculinity and heterosexuality. Rather thap, bw-ho
given the opportunity to speak for ourselves on the very issues that affect our owy, |ie‘:n

trans women are instead treated more like research subjects: Others place us under the?”
microscopes, dissect our lives, and assign motivations and desires to us that validate thefr
own theories and agendas regarding gender and sexuality. o

Trans women are so ridiculed and despised because we are uniquely positioned at th
intersection of multiple binary gender-based forms of prejudice: transphobia, cissexis °
and misogyny. &

Transphobia is an irrational fear of, aversion to, or discrimination against people whog
gendered identities, appearances, or behaviors deviate from societal norms. In much thz
same way that homophobic people are often driven by their own repressed homosexg]
tendencies, transphobia is first and foremost an expression of one’s own insecurity aboy;
having to live up to cultural gender ideals. The fact that transphobia is so rampant in our
society reflects the reality that we place an extraordinary amount of pressure on individuals
to conform to all of the expectations, restrictions, assumptions, and privileges associated
with the sex they were assigned at birth.

While all transgender people experience transphobia, transsexuals additionally experi-
ence a related (albeit distinct) form of prejudice: cissexism, which is the belief that trans-
sexuals’ identified genders are inferior to, or less authentic than, those of cissexuals (i.e.,
people who are not transsexual and who have only ever experienced their subconscious
and physical sexes as being aligned). The most common expression of cissexism occurs
when people attempt to deny the transsexual the basic privileges that are associated with
the trans person’s self-identified gender. Common examples include purposeful misuse of
pronouns or insisting that the trans person use a different public restroom. The justifica-
tion for this denial is generally founded on the assumption that the trans person’s gender
is not authentic because it does not correlate with the sex they were assigned at birth. In
making this assumption, cissexists attempt to create an artificial hierarchy. By insisting that
the trans person’s gender is “fake,” they attempt to validate their own gender as “real”
or “natural.” This sort of thinking is extraordinarily naive, as it denies a basic tru_th: ‘WC
make assumptions every day about other people’s genders without ever seeing their birth
certificates, their chromosomes, their genitals, their reproductive systems, their Fhlldhood
socialization, or their legal sex. There is no such thing as a “real” gender—thcre is only the
gender we experience ourselves as and the gender we perceive others to be_— i3

While often different in practice, cissexism, transphobia, and homophobia are all 100

5 . . . - e}{dll‘
which is the belief that female and male are rigid, mutuall}f. e
tributes, aptiti i

hose of us who 12

C

s

|

E
o
e

in oppositional sexism,
sive categories, each possessing a unique and nonoverlapping set of at

abilities, and desires. Oppositional sexists attempt to punish or dismiss t
outside of gender or sexual norms because our existence threatens t

are “opposite” sexes. . . . ' ol
o o es established by opP

he idea t

In addition to the rigid, mutually exclusive gender categorl 1 gender hicrarch!'
tional sexism, the other requirement for maintaining a male-centere l'gf o superiof
is to enforce traditional sexism—the belief that maleness and masculil By Y and ©

n
work hand 1%

to femaleness and femininity. Traditional and oppositional sex1sm T feminine:

ensure that those who are masculine have power over those who 2
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" male will be seen as authentically masculine
por ord misOY"Y will be used to describe this tende
miniﬂiq"‘ I .

ender people experience transphobia and cissexism to differin
fe pow oftens obvious, or O:i't We are as transgender), we experienc < i
G : ) e misogyn

ding 0" s too. This is most evident in the fact that, while there are many diff s
(dggf Aing ex i peoplev our society tends to single out tr ) A
¢ ransé :l o (MTF) spectrum for attention and ridicule i_irI;lSis“_'omen e Iotll::rs o

. is not merely beca
10 TEEERLE
[’\’]:I mﬂtc te biﬂﬂfY g‘cr"]der ]'::Iﬂfﬂd'ls per se¢, fbllt becausc “fe, by necessity, embrace our own
ansg" od femininity- Indeed, more often than not it is our expressions of femininity
o be female tha;l befcomi? sensationalized, sexualized, and trivialized by
ans people on the C:;f't‘e'foimal? (FTM) spectrum face discrimination
other™ ing gender norms (1€ OPPd ‘f"’“? sexism), their expressions of maleness or
. pred mselves are not targeted for ridicule—to do so would require one to ques-

€ For the purposes of this
y 1O the ficy to dismiss and deride
of ifﬂsw’ e d fe

5‘1 ess
P e 1 eranse

alini iself. . isllelltsiised
on D aran erson is ridicule f ?erm;l;mlsse n(f;:t rr,en;e!y for failing to live up to gender
but for rhc_ﬂ’ c?cpfcss?onis 0 leness or femininity, th_ey become the victims of a
por™ " rm of discrimination: tfgm*mfsog)'ffy- When the majority of jokes made at the
gpecific of trans people center on “men wearing dresses” or “men who want their penises
expensS chat is not rransphoblz_t—lt is trans-misogyny. When the majority of violence and
cut off, caults C(,mmitted against trans people is directed at trans women, that is not
xual asbi 4—it iS (rans-misogyny. When it’s okay for women to wear “men’s” clothing,
ransP® en who wear «women’s” clothing can be diagnosed with the psychological dis-
bm“'he::nsvcsfi‘: fetishism, that is not transphobia—it is trans-misogyny. When women'’s
Urde;&:iraﬂ organizations and events open their doors to trans men but not trans women,
or lli'_5 oo tmnsphﬂhi"'_“ is trans-misogyny.
[hﬂ[[nla male-centered gen der Fhit:rarchy,.“r.hf:rc it is assumed that men are better than women
nd that masculinity is superior to femininity, there is no greater perceived threat than the
e of trans women, who despite being born male and inheriting male privilege
ale instead. By embracing our own femaleness and femininity, we, in a
¢ doubt over the supposed supremacy of maleness and masculinity.
threat we pose to the male-centered gender hierarchy, our culture

every tactic in its arsenal of traditional sexism to dismiss us:

existenc
«choose” 10 be fem

sense, cast a shadow o0
In order to lessen the
(primarily via the media) uses

minizes us by accompanying stories about trans women with
) makeup, dresses, and high-heeled shoes in an attempt to

pictures of us putting of
frivolous” nature of our femaleness, or by portraying trans

highlight the supposed *
women as having derogatory feminine-associated character traits such as being weak,

confused, passive, or mousy.

2 The media hypersexualizes us by
sex workers or sexual deceivers, and by
sexual reasons (e.g., to prey on innocent stra
sex fantasy). Such depictions not only belitt
ing, but implicitly suggest that women asa W
to be sexualized.

3 The media objectifies our bodies by sensationalizing sex reassignment surgery and
openly discussing our “man-made vaginas” without any of the discretion that nor-
x:gz;csompanies discussions about genitals. Further, thos&;1 0; us :'h?hha::e:::rilﬁ
s re constantly being r@duced to our body parts, whether Yd‘ G
e ¥ porn who overemphasize and exaggerate our penises (thus distorting trans

men into “she-males” and “chicks with dicks”) or by other people who have been

| The media hyperte

creating the impression that most trans women are
asserting that we transition for primarily
ight men or to fulfill some kind of bizarre
le trans women’s motives for transition-
hole have no worth beyond their ability
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so brainwashed by phallocentricism that they believe

penis can trump the femaleness of our identities,
bodies.

that the he
our personalities te

Storlq
Because anti-trans discrimination is steeped in tradlt'lonal Sexis

for trans activists to challenge blr_la.ry. gepdferfnqrms (i.e.

also challenge the idea that femininity is in erior to m

inferior to maleness. In other words, by necessity,

feminist movement.

3
3y n :
) Opposmon S:t‘sun
ﬂSCulinity - X
trans aCtivigm,

It i.s no longer enough for feminism to fight solely for the rj
That strategy has furthered thq prospects qf many wome
up against a glass ceiling that is partly (?f its own maki | .
hard to encourage women to enter previously male-dominateq areas of |jfe Cmey, :
have been ambivalent at best, and- resistant at worst, .1:9 the id e me, Map, felnimed
exhibiting feminine traits and moving into certain tradltlonally female re;l expressing M
we credit previous feminist movements {?r helping to Create g society Wherem . dwh-(J i
people would agree with the statement ‘Women and men are equals,”
that we remain light-years away from being able to say thar m

dMen,
e ? T OSt people belieye thth
ninity is masculinity’s equal. atf

ghts of
N OVer the yeq hose bo

but o 1 fen,
ng. Though the p, 0w j; by Uy

But it is not enough for us to empower femaleness and femininity, We
pretending that there are essential differences between WoOmen
the acknowledgment that there are exceptions to every gende
this simply stated fact disproves all gender theories that pur
are mutually exclusive categories. We must move away from
men are “opposite” sexes, because when we buy into that my
precedent. For if men are big, then women must be small;
women must be weak. And if being butch is to make yourself r eing femme
becomes allowing yourself to be malleable; and if being : :
your own situation, then being a woman becomes
When we buy into the idea that female and male

for us to empower women without either ridiculin
ourselves.

It is only when we
of the culturally deriy
ity, that we may fin
traditional sexism si
queer, those of us
people of all sexua

Mugt
I rule ang Stere

Male apq
Pretending thy, W At

th it establishes ,
and i

living up

it becomes impossible
& men or pulling the rug out from under

move away from the idea that there are “o
ed values that are assigned to ex
ally approach gender equity,
multaneously, we can make t
who are feminine, and those 0
lities and genders,

pposite” sexes, and let go
pressions of femininity and masculin
By challenging both oppositional and
he world safe for those of us who are
f us who are female, thus empowering
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. boy-”

et . ion ..
gh fuslo o
show the man your penis.

Y [} : .
M A 10051 cad> fil";irs’ " . Buthe can’t play looking the way he does.”

h i n?n )
) FE _He can’t play like that.”

t? ing.”
.s\ﬁﬁ); lfoct his plas}ggi; e
:IGT 5 3he§f’sdt;1r’basketbal] a few times, then shoots from mid court. The ball whooshes
dribb’® .
she che net: but . - - she still looks like a girl.”

thf‘]"g g's fin€ - - ° He is a girl.”
- mmralh’ e

No, Don’t! The Invisibility

Look!
ma for Transsexual Men

pilem

Jamison Green F

" Walking down the street in San Francisco or New York City, Boston, Atlanta, Portland,
Seattle, London, Paris, Rome, no one seems to take any special interest in me. I am just
another man, invisible, no one special. I remember what it was first like to feel that ano-
pymity as testosterone gradually obliterated the androgyny that for most of my life made
others uncomfortable in my presence. It was a great relief . . .

Now . .. people are quite comfortable with my male presentation. My psyche seems to
fit nicely into male packaging: I feel better; people around me are less confused, and so am
. So why tell anyone about my past? Why not just live the life of a normal man? Perhaps I
could if I were a normal man, but I am not. I am a man, and I am a man who lived for 40
years in a female body. But I was not a woman. I am not a woman who became a man. 1
am not a woman who lives as a man. I am not, nor was I ever a woman, though I lived in a
female body, and certainly tried, whenever I felt up to it, to be a woman. But it was never
;:an:f, a:;] l])](; :] :-:)}1:::1. Li‘kexzisc, [ am not aman in the same sense as my younger brother
i, - n;i,m n trr.:fuc]: as such all his life. | was treated as other_than a man most of
alitle gi,rl thnt : “ffal"t of the lt):me, and as a woman only. rarely. Certainly I was tr_eated as

dvays felt The o n?;t{l?un%, ut even then pFople occasionally assumed I was a little boy.
ng “other.” Can I be just a man now, or must I always be “other”?

453
Brhrg it AL s o o
gl s e A ok e o 4

Sl
il

Seeking A
an ac:tlizgcz?c?zinr? within‘ t}le system of “normal” apd den}'ing_ our transsexua} status is
Never accept us ¢ prevailing binary gcr?der paradigm that will never let us fit in, and
0 threagey, and g} as equal members of society. Our transsexual status will always be used
Preten er, ag t:atlS 1ame us. We will always wear a scarlet T that marks us for treatment as a
M carpy iy o 1T, as not normal, as trans. But wearing that T proudly—owning the label
with dignity—can twist that paradigm and free us from our subordinate
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prison. By using our own bodies and experience :iis references for "
i ience of non-transsexuals (and non-tr ang
than the bodies and experien ansgen, o arg,

can grant our own legitimacy, as have all other groups that haye been Opped Deul;lzalh"‘
of personal characteristics. , Tesgeq be}’ N
Transgendered people who choose transsexual treatment, whe alloy, : e
' medicalized, depend on a system of 3PPTOW‘1_ that ELaits ‘_fhem access temsel"e
approval may be scen as relieving them of thfelr responsibility—or guily_ reatmen
the norm. They then become either the justification for the trea
successful application of “normal” stalndards; or they become the Victimg of
when they realize they are still very different in form and substance from t
people, and they still suffer from the oppression the?r wished to CSCape |y lon‘tra'“s X
tors to make them “normal.” By standing up and cllalmmg our ideﬁtity asy 00king tnexua]
who are also transpeople, by asserting that our dffferent bodies are jug; Men ( d
as anyone else’s is for them, by insisting‘that our right to modify gy, bOdiaS Norm,) f
own identities is as inalienable as our right to choose our religion (thoues and gy, ry
inexpensive or painless), we claim our humanity and our right to b tt‘eatg.;tll o Negy
Jaw and within the purviews of morality and culture. € €quall, “Iirdas
tr
Look! No, don’t! Transsexual men are men. Transsexual mep are mep
in female bodies. Transsexual men may appear feminine, androgynonys orw 0 hay, b
man may appear feminine, androgynous, or masculine. Look! What makema ine, Ny
His penis? His beard? His receding hairline? His lack of breasts? Hjg = >3 man man}:
man? Some men have no beard, some have no penis, some never lose thej Ehuf hi )
breasts. All have a sense of themselves as men. U hair, sop,
. .. Look! No, don’t! What is true, what is false? What is a “req|” s
I am real; I am an authentic and reliable man. I am also 3 transsex.
man who lived for 40 years in the body of a woman, so I have haq acc
that most men do not have. Invisibility has been a major issue in m
childhood and young adulthood I—my identity—was, for the most Part, invisip|
always defined by others, categorized either by my lack of femininity, ‘;r bym €. I was
body, or by the disquieting combination of both. The opportunity to s themy megie
inadequacy imposed on me by self-styled adjudicators of sex role performance ]:.,,umshl
could not ignore. I simply will not accept a similar judgement of m % Gne

. y masculinity, And |
have yet to meet someone who could look me in the face, who could spend any time gra |
in conversation with me, who would deny my masculinity now the way they would dismis |

it before as “just a phase” or “inappropriate behaviour for a girl.”

. . - One of the most difficult things for me to reconcile about my own transition was my
movement out of a place in lesbian culture and into a4 white heterosexual embodiment, Let
me emphasize: Not all transsexual men have lesbian histories, and not all transsexual men
are heterosexual. Nonetheless, my personal politics are quite closely aligned with queer
culture, so I am again a different sort of heterosexual man. I am not afraid of homosexuz
ity, though I do not practice it. Many gendered and heterosexist social constructs collapst
like cardboard sea-walls against the ocean of my transsexual reality.

tlTIEnt b &ing 0.

CCESS 10 knoweg,.
¥ life. Throy, Shomdlie_

Look! No, don’t! It all comes down to attitude. If you accept me—if you can a_Ck_“"wl?g.i
that I am a man, even a transsexual man—then you can accept that life has ‘-’31‘3“0“.’“1'};:3
rich, you don’t control it, you experience it. You can still analyse concepts, you can st dorlt
opinions, you can even disagree with me. And if you don’t accept me, well, then Y::; |
But as you go through life categorizing and qualifying, judging and e"_alua“ng’t:m? |
that there are human beings on the other end of the stick you're shakmg,h;n be they 1o
have ideas and feelings and experiences that are different from your Own'h a{are men ¥
different from you, maybe they are tall women with large hands, maybe they
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. +h to their own children ma

e giver b“i:. No, don’t! Transsexu,;l m:n the Categories You've dej:
h;; case™ i :;:gﬂl'iES, because we are beyo :E:-]m o disappeay bec ¢lincated won't work in
a into €2 Nd defeng; USe e are tired of he:

in *t! Transsexu Nding tired of bein
fafﬁi 1 No, ;i"“ v e :heal ‘_““; Are entering the diafl‘*l\'cs. &
an wé orized as i ; ogu .

Lore angles: ta), Maybe if we are cominu:ﬁ Mg possible fo, thgem b Perspectives,
ﬂf 11 go aW ‘iven SR . f}'nﬂt Permitted ¢, spé aybe if we are ignored
wufs.:lvcs, not ir il vebeui Friiin furthp attorm frnm Which tq : » Not allowed to define
el Maybe if no one | - cﬂmphcat,'ng all the i realities, then
W gor and seX- VLI ne looks at yg ye Will be safe, - Orderly theories about
gen first 1 thought my transition wag about nog b e.

M= tiny; now I know it s bo Ing looked 4t , 1

ief from S0 Wi fear of being lookey Ot SCTutiny itselg abour ooty - OnEer, about my
r; out losing My OWn differen g O?ked at, not becayse | c;n dism se]f-exammation, and
ahle . claim my unique €nce at last, Wha appear, but because | i

t i ;
Jiscovery? So, go ahead: Look! 800d is safety if the Price is shame and fear
u_}f 18 ’
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cisgender Privilege
e FRES R TE ER

On the Privileges of Performing Normative Gender

Evin Taylor

The latin prefix “cis,” loosely translated, means “on ¢
generally understood to mean “change, crossing, or beyond.” Cis
whose gender identity, role, or expression is considere

gender.

Privilege is the “cultural currency” afforded to a person or group of persons who are
recognized as possessing a desired social or political characteristic. Privilege is the stability
society affords us when we don’t rock the boat.

Gendered privilege is the collective advantages that are accepted, most often unknow-
ingly, by those who are not positioned in opposition to the dominant ideology of the
gender binary. Simply put: A person who is able to live in a life and/or body that is easily
recognized as being cither man/male or woman/female generally needs to spend less energy
t be understood by others. The energy one need not expend to explain their gender
ientity and/or expression to others is gendered privilege.

The following questionnaire was inspired by Peggy Mclntosh’s article “Unpacking the
Invisible White Knapsack™ (1988). This questionnaire is intended to inspire some insight
into the privileges of those who are, for the most part, considered to be performing.norma-
tive gender. It is certainly not an exhaustive list, nor can it be generalize_d to people in every
social position. Gendered privilege is experienced differently depending on the situation
and the individual people involved. Readers of this article are encouraged to adapt the

questions to suit their own positioning and to come up with questions that can be added
10 the list,

CiSGENDEHPHIVILEGE | 455
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" that is safe and equipped fo, you t
ind a public bathroom .
1. Can you be guaranteed to fin

use? ; find a picture of someone whose gender expression resemb)eg
2. Can you be sure to

: >
yours somewhere on a magamﬂe ;a(;kt.o i the Moe B Box ot a Esrs
ethe
Can you be reasonably sure w

hoice of checked box on such formg Will ney
be reasonably sure that your ¢ . : ; Wigs
:il?e};?uolf to legal prosecution of fraud or mlsr6preseﬂ'{at‘?“ ‘ff ‘dlemltY-
5 Are]youyable to assume that your genitals conform relatively closely to Portrayag of

“normal” bodies? , ’ :
Can you expect to find a doctor willing to provide you with urgent medica] Care?

g‘ Are you able to make a decision to be a parent without being told that You are oy
fused about your gender? _ R .
8. Can you be gonfident that your health care providers will not ask to see your genitag

: ?
when treating you for a sore throat? . . ;
9. Can you be confident that your health care providers will provide treatment fo, your

health concerns without assuming that you chose to be ill? .

10. Can you obtain a passport and travel without government employees asking explicit
questions regarding your genitals? _ _

11. Do people often act as if they are doing you a favor by using the APPTOPriate prongypg
for your gender? . s

12. Can you undress in a public changing room without risk of being assaulted o
reported?

13. Are you able to discuss your childhood without disguising your gender?

14." Can you provide government identification without risking ridicule for your name o
legal sex status?

15. Do you need to prove your gender before others will refer to you with your chogep
name and pronouns?

16. Can you wear 2 socially acceptable bathing suit?

17. Does the government require proof of the state of your genitals in order to change
information on your personal identification?

18. Are incidental parts of your identity defined as a mental illness?

19. Canyou reasonably expect to be sexual with your consenting partner of choice with-
out being told you have mental illness?

20. Do other people consider your lifestyle a mental illness?

21. How many mental illnesses can be put into total remission through medical surgeries?

22. Can you expect that your gender identity will not be used against you when applying
for employment?

23. Do your sexual preferences cause people to assume that your gender identity is
mistaken?

24. Can you expect to be reasonably eligible to adopt children if you should choose to?

25. Do people assume that they know everything about you because they saw an investi-
gative news episode about plastic surgery?

26. On most days, can you €Xpect to interact with someone of a gender similar to your
own?

27. Can you expect to find a landlord willing to rent to someone of your gender?

28. Do teachings about your national and cyltyrg] history acknowledge the existence 0
people of your gender identity?

29. Can you be sure that your children will not pe harassed at school because of yoUr

i eit
30. Can you be sure that schoo] teachers will not try to convince your children that th

' ‘ . diculed?
31. Are you able to use your voice and speak in public with ut risk of bein ridicule
Scanned % (lfam canner
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. yss feminism with others with
u discuss out the a ; ¢
can Y% question? PPearance of your genitals being

32 lled :1 freely use checks, credit cards, or govern
Can ¥ peing accused of using stolen finances?

3. T.hou 3 .
37+ yith© o wait at bus stop at noon without Passers-by assumj
rvival sex trade? ming that you are working

asked for proof-of-age in order to purch,

ou 4T p e ase tobacco or alcoh

Ifegsoﬂa (e chthiff.fl:LZi'ﬁf'“ﬁ 0 Prove your age, not your g;l&ﬁ:f i
f " u be reasonably i » WIEN dating someone new, they will be int ' d i
' 0 know your persona ity over and above your medjcal history? eresec

36- 'ng : . : .
gettt ” 2 smile at 2 young child without their parents scorning or explaining you to

Mment-issued ID in a grocery store

he chi that your gender identi ;
ou be suré your g 1dentity doesn’t automatj
38 c.:;:r}ran anomaly, abnormal, or S_Omthing to be feared? atically label you as an out-
23!1 you argue for gender equality without your right or motivation to do so being

; M
39 ucSUOHEd' f o I "
o5 the state 0 your genitals cause you to fear violence if they are discovered?

; weight, muscle mass, or hair folli
our height, We¢ ) air follicles used as “ 2
i bt proof” that your
Are your height, weight, muscle mass, or hair follicles consistently pointed out as
; bciné incongruent with your gender?
e your basic healthcare needs minimized by others who contrast them in priority

* ch lifesaving surgeries? .
44, Can you find a religious community that will not exclude you based upon your genital

or hormonal structures?
If you are having a difficult time making new friends, can you generally be sure that

it is not because of your gender identity?
4, Can you choose whether or not to think of your gender as a political or social

construct?

47, When you rell.peoplc JOUrIuiEEs do they ask you what your “real” name is?

48. Can you consider social, political, or professional advancements without having to
consider whcther or not your gender identity will be called into question as being
appropriate for advancement?

49. Do people assume that they have a right to hear, and therefore ask, about your inti-

mate medical history or future?

Can you find gendered privilege in other places?

geﬂdcr i

45.

94
Calling Ali Restroom Revolutionaries!

MR T

Simone Chess, Alison Kafer, Jessi Quizar,
and Mattie Udora Richardson

s have to enter into complicated

Ev
eryone needs to use bathrooms, but only some of u :
hem. The fact is, bathrooms are

oliti : - :
political and architectural negotiations in order to use t
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le who never think aboy
f us than for others, and the peop ot Taliot t
easier to access for some ot i ntrol over how using restrooms feels for the

a lot of co
anil Bow ORp o0 by hzm:b throoms? What elements are necessary to make a bathy,
us. What do we need from ba <> To make it a private and respectful space? Whoge

: > To make it saf f ; ;
func.nonal o ?:dc?éo;:'zm the typical restroom? More lmp?ritlz:a nté 2::1:2;;1}? = boc.h?s are
boclss ffnﬁfe design of these pathrooms? Who has the privileg Pee-prmlege)
assume

: ink about these ISSUES, of always knowing that any given bathroorn
of never needing to think abou ds to use the bathroom. But not all of us can,
will meet one’s needs? Everyone neﬁ Sf gafe and Accessible Restrooms (PISSAR) come; ;

And that's where People in Searc ‘t:) undergrads, grad students, staff, and col-nmunfﬂ.
PISSAR, a coaliti-{m of UC-Santa Bar arano! ks > ceessible for people with diS&bilitil
members, recognizes that bathroomsdarrenorms, PISSAR was formed at the 2003 U“ivers-es’
or safe for people who transgress genf e O \d at UC-Santa Barbara. During the Iy i
of California Student of Colcn'l Con ﬁg‘::;ncae - ectings for the disability caucus ang I:ih
break on the second day of the 507 dj 't rooms. When only a few people sh ;
transgender caucus were scheduled in acjacen ion. One of the members of sy
up for both meetings, we decided to hold a joint sesSION. ol i rs of the C!is-
ability caucus mentioned plans to assess bathroom accessibility . PuS, Wondering
if there was a similar interest in mapping gcnder-neutral bathroomsi veryone 1n.t1he room
suddenly began talking about the possibilities of a genderqueer/disability coalition, apq
PISSAR was born. . ;

l For those of us whose appearance or identity does not quite match the “man” g,
“woman” signs on the door, bathrooms can be the sites of vlloletnce and harassment, makiy,

it very difficult for us to use them safely or comfortably‘. SII‘I‘lllﬂ‘ﬂYa P!Ssﬁl_{laclmowledges
that, although most buildings are required by the Amcncan.s with Disabilities Act to pro-
vide accessible bathrooms, some restrooms are more compliant than others and accessibje
bathrooms can often be hard to find. PISSAR’s mission, then, is threefold: 1) to rajse
awareness about what safe and accessible bathrooms are and why they are necessary; 2)
to map and verify existing accessible and/or gender-neutral bathrooms on the campus;
and 3) to advocate for additional bathrooms. We eventually hope to have both web-based
and printed maps of all the bathrooms on campus, with each facility coded as to its acces-
sibility and gender-safety. Beyond this initial campaign, PISSAR plans to advocate for the
construction or conversion of additional safe and accessible bathrooms on campus. To that
end, one of our long-term goals is to push for more gender-neutral bathrooms and showers

in the dormitories, and to investigate the feasibility of multistall gender-neutral bathrooms
across the campus as a whole.

l'est D‘f

As it turned out, we weren’t the only restroom revolutionaries on campus. We soon
joined forces with a student-run initiative to stock all campus tampon and pad machines,
a group called, appropriately enough, Aunt Flo and the Plug Patrol. Aunt Flo’s goal is
to use funds garnered from the sale of tampons and pads in campus bathroom dispens-
ers (blood money, if you will) to support student organizations in a time of tremendous
budget cuts. We liked their no-euphemism approach to the bathroom and the body and
joined their effort to make the campus not only a safer and more accessible place to pee
but also to bleed. We also expanded our focus to include issues of childcare, inspired in
part by one of our members’ experiences as a young mom on campus. PISSAR decided to
examine whether campus bathrooms featured changing tables, a move that increased our
intersectional analysis of bathroom access and politics.

By specifically including the work of Aunt Flo and concerns about childcare access,
PISSAR challenges many of the assumptions that are made about genderqueer and dis-
abled bodies. Why shouldn’t every gender-neutral restroom have a tampon/pad machine”
Putting tampon/pad machines only in women’s rooms, and mounting them high on the
wall, restricts the right to menstruate conveniently to those with certain bodies. It suggests
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