1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Students are required to submit one written assignment during the course of the semester.  The expected content of the assignment is set forth below.  Please note you must address each one of the topics in your written assignment. Your written essay will be used to access the Critical Thinking and Communication Skills Learning Outcome requirements of THECB.
 
Write a three-to-five page essay containing the content below:
 
1.  A brief description of the three subject areas studied this semester that you found most interesting and/or informative (citations and specific academic information gained from the course MUST be provided).
 
2.  Identify, discuss and describe a specific contemporary political problem in one of the three subject areas you identified (above).
 
3.  Construct and communicate a solution to the problem you identified (above).  Make sure to develop and express your solution in the form of an argument that is supported by well-documented and properly cited fact and data.
 
     Correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, complete sentences, and CITATION of your sources (textbook readings with page numbers and textbook citation; lectures or video instruction; and outside research sources excepting Wiki sources) must be included in your assignments.  Failure to submit your assignment by the deadline will result in a grade of zero for the overall written assignment grade. 
 
     Your written assignments should be typed in Times New Roman font, double spaced with 12-point font and one-inch margins top, bottom, and side.  Political Science as a field has adopted the APSA Manual of Style.  All sources must be properly, thoroughly, and consistently cited.  Careful attention to grammar, spelling, and the mechanics of presentation is expected.  Wikipedia is not a reliable source of information.  Any citation of Wikipedia in a term paper or other assignment in this course will result in an automatic score of 0 (zero) on the assignment.
 
     Please note that no written assignments will be accepted after the deadline.  Carefully read the Course Management Policies, “Academic Honesty Statement” for additional guidelines for your written assignments.  Any cut and paste, plagiarized, or Wiki cited posts will result in an automatic grade of zero for the overall assignment and possible expulsion from the course and Lamar University. 
2. By submitting this paper, you agree: (1) that you are submitting your paper to be used and stored as part of the SafeAssign™ services in accordance with the Blackboard Privacy Policy; (2) that your institution may use your paper in accordance with your institution's policies; and (3) that your use of SafeAssign will be without recourse against Blackboard Inc. and its affiliates.

