
Read: Three Uniquely Organized Documents

The Preamble to the Bill of Rights

Congress of the United States

begun and held at the City of New-York, on

Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine.

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a

desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive

clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best ensure

the beneficent ends of its institution.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress

assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of

the several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which Articles, when

ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said

Constitution; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by

Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original

Constitution.

Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution in their original form.

These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the "Bill of Rights."

Amendment I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to

petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment II

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and

bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment III

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of

war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable

searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported

by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be

seized.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
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indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual

service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in

jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public

use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of

the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously

ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the

witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the

Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury

shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United

States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others

retained by the people.

Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are

reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

By L. Rust Hills

Before you even get to the cone, you have to do a lot of planning about it. We'll assume that you lost the

argument in the car and that the family has decided to break the automobile journey and stop at an ice-cream

stand for cones. Get things straight with them right from the start. Tell them that after they have their cones

there will be an imaginary circle six feet away from the car and that no one—man, woman, or especially

child—will be allowed to cross the line and reenter the car until his ice-cream cone has been entirely consumed

and he has cleaned himself up. Emphasize: Automobiles and ice-cream cones don't mix. Explain: Melted ice

cream, children, is a fluid that is eternally sticky. One drop of it on a car-door handle spreads to the seat

covers, to trousers, to hands, and thence to the steering wheel, the gearshift, the rearview mirror, all the knobs

of the dashboard—spreads everywhere and lasts forever, spreads from a nice old car like this, which might

have to be abandoned because of stickiness, right into a nasty new car, in secret ways that even scientists

don't understand. If necessary, even make a joke: "The family that eats ice-cream cones together sticks

together." Then let their mother explain the joke and tell them you don't mean half of what you say, and no, we

won't be getting a new car.
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Blessed are the children who always eat the same flavor of ice cream or always know beforehand what kind

they will want. Such good children should be quarantined from those who want to "wait and see what flavors

there are." It's a sad thing to observe a beautiful young child who has always been perfectly happy with a plain

vanilla ice-cream cone being subverted by a young schoolmate who has been invited along for the weekend—a

pleasant and polite visitor, perhaps, but spoiled by permissive parents and scarred by an overactive

imagination. This schoolmate has a flair for contingency planning: "Well, I'll have banana if they have banana,

but if they don't have banana then I'll have peach, if it's fresh peach, and if they don't have banana or fresh

peach I'll see what else they have that's like that, like maybe fresh strawberry or something, and if they don't

have that or anything like that that's good I'll just have chocolate marshmallow chip or chocolate ripple or

something like that." Then—turning to one's own once simple and innocent child, now already corrupt and

thinking fast—the schoolmate invites a similar rigmarole. "What kind are you going to have?"

I'm a great believer in contingency planning, but none of this is realistic. Few adults, and even fewer children,

are able to make up their minds beforehand what kind of ice-cream cone they'll want. It would be nice if they

could all be lined up in front of the man who is making up the cones and just snap smartly when their turn came,

"Strawberry, please," "Vanilla, please," "Chocolate, please." But of course, it never happens like that. There is

always a great discussion, a great jostling and craning of necks and leaning over the counter to see down into

the tubs of ice cream, and much interpersonal consultation—"What kind are you having?"—back and forth as if

that should make any difference. Until finally the first child's turn comes and he asks the man, "What kinds do

you have?"

Now, this is the stupidest question in the world, because there is always a sign posted saying what kinds of ice

cream they have. As I tell the children, that's what they put the sign up there for — so you won't have to ask

what kinds of ice cream they have. The man gets sick of telling everybody all the different kinds of ice cream

they have, so they put a sign up there that says. You're supposed to read it, not ask the man.

"All right, but the sign doesn't say strawberry."

"Well, that means they don't have strawberry!"

"But there is strawberry, right there!"

"That must be raspberry or something." (Look again at the sign. Raspberry isn't there, either.)

When the child's turn actually comes, he says, "Do you have strawberry?"

"Sure."

"What other kinds do you have?"

The trouble is, of course, that they put up that sign saying what flavors they have, with little cardboard inserts

to put in or take out flavors, way back when they first opened the store. But they never change the sign—or not

often enough. They always have flavors that aren't on the list, and often they don't have flavors that are on the

list. Children know this—whether innately or from earliest experience it would be hard to say. The ice-cream

man knows it, too. Even grownups learn it eventually. There will always be chaos and confusion and

mind-changing and general uproar when ice-cream cones are being ordered, and there has not been, is not,

and will never be any way to avoid it.

Human beings are incorrigibly restless and dissatisfied, always in search of new experiences and sensations,

seldom content with the familiar. It is this, I think, that accounts for people wanting to have a taste of your cone,

and wanting you to have a taste of theirs. "Do have a taste of this fresh peach—it's delicious," my wife used to

say to me, very much (I suppose) the way Eve wanted Adam to taste her delicious apple. An insinuating look of

calculating curiosity would film my wife's eyes— the same look those beautiful, scary women in those depraved
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Italian films give a man they're interested in. "How's yours?" she would say. For this reason, I always order

chocolate chip now. Down through the years, all those close enough to me to feel entitled to ask for a taste of

my cone—namely, my wife and children—have learned what chocolate chip tastes like, so they have no

legitimate reason to ask me for a taste. As for tasting other people's cones, never do it. The reasoning here is

that if it tastes good, you'll wish you'd had it; if it tastes bad, you'll have had a taste of something that tastes

bad; if it doesn't taste either good or bad, then you won't have missed anything. Of course no person in his right

mind ever would want to taste anyone else's cone, but it is useful to have good, logical reasons for hating the

thought of it.

Another important thing. Never let the man hand you the ice-cream cones for the whole group. There is no sight

more pathetic than some bumbling disorganized papa holding four ice-cream cones in two hands, with his

money still in his pocket, when the man says, "Eighty cents." What does he do then? He can't hand the cones

back to the man to hold while he fishes in his pocket for the money, for the man has just given them to him. He

can start passing them out to the kids, but at least one of them will have gone back to the car to see how the

dog is doing, or have been sent round in back by his mother to wash his hands or something. And even if papa

does get them distributed, he's still going to be left with his own cone in one hand while he tries to get his

money with the other. Meanwhile, of course, the man is very impatient, and the next group is asking him, "What

flavors do you have?"

No, never let the man hand you the cones of others. Make him hand them out to each kid in turn. That way, too,

you won't get those disgusting blobs of butter pecan and black raspberry on your own chocolate chip. And

insist that he tell you how much it all costs and settle with him before he hands you your own cone. Make sure

everyone has got paper napkins and everything before he hands you your own cone. Get everything straight

before he hands you your own cone. Then, as he hands you your own cone, reach out and take it from him.

Strange, magical, dangerous moment! It shares something of the mysterious, sick thrill that soldiers are said to

feel on the eve of a great battle.

Now, consider for a moment just exactly what it is that you are about to be handed. It is a huge, irregular mass

of ice cream, faintly domed at the top from the metal scoop, which has first produced it and then insecurely

balanced it on the uneven top edge of a hollow inverted cone made out of the most brittle and fragile of

materials. Clumps of ice cream hang over the side, very loosely attached to the main body. There is always

much more ice cream than the cone could hold, even if the ice cream were tamped down into the cone which of

course it isn't. And the essence of ice cream is that it melts: It doesn't just stay there teetering in this irregular,

top-heavy mass; it also melts. And it melts fast. And it doesn't just melt—it melts into a sticky fluid that cannot

be wiped off. The only thing one person could hand to another that might possibly be more dangerous is a live

hand grenade from which the pin had been pulled five seconds earlier. And of course if anybody offered you

that, you could say, "Oh. Uh, well—no thanks."

lce-cream men handle cones routinely, and are inured. They are like professionals who are used to handling

sticks of TNT; their movements are quick and skillful. An ice-cream man will pass a cone to you casually, almost

carelessly. Never accept a cone on this basis! Too many brittle sugar cones (the only good kind) are crushed or

chipped or their ice-cream tops knocked askew, by this casual sort of transfer from hand to hand. If the

ice-cream man is attempting this kind of brusque transfer, keep your hands at your side, no matter what effort

it may cost you to overcome the instinct by which everyone's hand goes out, almost automatically, whenever he

is proffered something delicious and expected. Keep your hands at your side, and the ice-cream man will look

up at you, startled, questioning. Lock his eyes with your own, and then, slowly, calmly, and above all

deliberately, take the cone from him.

Grasp the cone with the right hand firmly but gently between thumb and at least one but not more than three

fingers, two-thirds of the way up the cone. Then dart swiftly away to an open area, away from the jostling
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crowd at the stand. Now take up the classic ice-cream-cone-eating stance: feet from one to two feet apart,

body bent forward from the waist at a twenty-five-degree angle, right elbow well up, right forearm horizontal, at

a level with your collarbone and about twelve inches from it. But don't start eating yet! Check first to see what

emergency repairs may be necessary. Sometimes a sugar cone will be so crushed or broken or cracked that

all one can do is gulp at the thing like a savage, getting what he can of it and letting the rest drop to the ground,

and then evacuating the area of catastrophe as quickly as possible. Checking the cone for possible trouble can

be done in a second or two, if one knows where to look and does it systematically. A trouble spot some people

overlook is the bottom tip of the cone. This may have been broken off. Or the flap of the cone material at the

bottom, usually wrapped over itself in that funny spiral construction, may be folded in a way that is imperfect

and leaves an opening. No need to say that through this opening—in a matter of perhaps thirty or, at most,

ninety seconds—will begin to pour hundreds of thousands of sticky molecules of melted ice cream. You know in

this case that you must instantly get the paper napkin in your left hand under and around the bottom of the cone

to stem the forthcoming flow, or else be doomed to eat the cone far too rapidly. It is a grim moment. No one

wants to eat a cone under that kind of pressure, but neither does anyone want to end up with the bottom of the

cone stuck to a messy napkin. There's one other alternative—one that takes both skill and courage: Forgoing

any cradling action, grasp the cone more firmly between thumb and forefinger and extend the other fingers so

that they are out of the way of the dripping from the bottom, then increase the waist-bend angle from

twenty-five degrees to thirty-five degrees, and then eat the cone, allowing it to drip out of the bottom onto the

ground in front of you! Experienced and thoughtful cone-eaters enjoy facing up to this kind of sudden challenge.

So far, we have been concentrating on cone problems, but of course there is the ice cream to worry about, too.

In this area, immediate action is sometimes needed on three fronts at once. Frequently the ice cream will be

mounted on the cone in a way that is perilously lopsided. This requires immediate corrective action to move it

back into balance—a slight pressure downward with the teeth and lips to seat the ice cream more firmly in and

on the cone, but not so hard, of course, as to break the cone. On other occasions, gobs of ice cream will be

hanging loosely from the main body, about to fall to the ground (bad) or onto one's hand (far, far worse). This

requires instant action, too; one must snap at the gobs like a frog in a swarm of flies. Sometimes, trickles of ice

cream will already (already!) be running down the cone toward one's fingers, and one must quickly raise the

cone, tilting one's face skyward, and lick with an upward motion that pushes the trickles away from the fingers

and (as much as possible) into one's mouth. Every ice-cream cone is like every other ice-cream cone in that it

potentially can present all of these problems, but each ice-cream cone is paradoxically unique in that it will

present the problems in a different order of emergency and degree of severity. It is, thank God, a rare

ice-cream cone that will present all three kinds of problems in exactly the same degree of emergency. With

each cone, it is necessary to make an instantaneous judgment as to where the greatest danger is, and to act!

A moment's delay, and the whole thing will be a mess before you've even tasted it. If it isn't possible to decide

between any two of the three basic emergency problems (i.e., lopsided mount, dangling gobs, running trickles),

allow yourself to make an arbitrary adjudication; assign a "heads" value to one and a "tails" value to the other,

then flip a coin to decide which is to be tended to first. Don't, for heaven's sake, actually flip a coin—you'd have

to dig in your pocket for it, or else have it ready in your hand before you were handed the cone. There isn't

remotely enough time for anything like that. Just decide in your mind which came up, heads or tails, and then

try to remember as fast as you can which of the problems you had assigned to the winning side of the coin.

Probably, though, there isn't time for any of this. Just do something, however arbitrary. Act! Eat!

In trying to make wise and correct decisions about the ice-cream cone in your hand, you should always keep

the objectives in mind. The main objective, of course, is to get the cone under control. Secondarily, one will

want to eat the cone calmly and with pleasure. Real pleasure lies not simply in eating the cone but in eating it

right. Let us assume that you have darted to your open space and made your necessary emergency repairs.

The cone is still dangerous—still, so to speak, "live." But you can now proceed with it in an orderly fashion.

First, revolve the cone through the full three hundred and sixty degrees, snapping at the loose gobs of ice
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cream; turn the cone by moving the thumb away from you and the forefinger toward you, so the cone moves

counterclockwise. Then, with the cone still "wound," which will require the wrist to be bent at the full right angle

toward you, apply pressure with the mouth and tongue to accomplish overall realignment, straightening and

settling the whole mess. Then, unwinding the cone back through the full three hundred and sixty degrees,

remove any trickles of ice cream. From here on, some supplementary repairs may be necessary, but the cone

is now defused.

At this point, you can risk a glance around you. How badly the others are doing with their cones! Now you can

settle down to eating yours. This is done by eating the ice cream off the top. At each bite, you must press

down cautiously, so that the ice cream settles farther and farther into the cone. Be very careful not to break the

cone. Of course, you never take so much ice cream into your mouth at once that it hurts your teeth; for the

same reason, you never let unmelted ice cream into the back of your mouth. If all these procedures are

followed correctly, you should shortly arrive at the ideal—the way an ice-cream cone is always pictured but

never actually is when it is handed to you. The ice cream should now form a small dome whose circumference

exactly coincides with the large circumference of the cone itself—a small skullcap that fits exactly on top of a

larger, inverted dunce cap. You have made order out of chaos; you are an artist. You have taken an unnatural,

abhorrent, irregular, chaotic form, and from it you have sculpted an ordered, ideal shape that might be envied

by Praxiteles or even Euclid.

Now at last you can begin to take little nibbles of the cone itself, being very careful not to crack it. Revolve the

cone so that it's the same ratio. Because of the geometrical nature of things, a constantly reduced inverted

cone still remains a perfect inverted cone no matter how small it grows, just as a constantly reduced dome held

within a cone retains its shape. Because you are constantly reshaping the dome of the ice cream with your

tongue and nibbling at the cone, it follows, in logic—and in actual practice, if you are skillful and careful—that

the cone will continue to look exactly the same, except for its size, as you eat it down, so that at the very end

you will hold between your thumb and forefinger a tiny, idealized replica of an ice-cream cone, a thing perhaps

one inch high. Then, while the others are licking their sticky fingers, preparatory to wiping them on their clothes,

or going back to the ice-cream stand for more paper napkins to try to clean themselves up—then you can hold

the miniature cone up for everyone to see, and pop it gently into your mouth.

A volcano is a mountain that opens downward to a reservoir of molten rock below the surface of the earth.

Unlike most mountains, which are pushed up from below, volcanoes are vents through which molten rock

escapes to the earth’s surface. When pressure from gases within the molten rock becomes too great, an

eruption occurs. Eruptions can be quiet or explosive. There may be lava flows, flattened landscapes, poisonous

gases, and flying rock and ash that can sometimes travel hundreds of miles downwind.

Because of their intense heat, lava flows are great fire hazards. Lava flows destroy everything in their path, but

most move slowly enough that people can move out of the way.

Fresh volcanic ash, made of pulverized rock, can be abrasive, acidic, gritty, gassy and odorous. While not

immediately dangerous to most adults, the acidic gas and ash can cause lung damage to small infants, to older

adults and to those suffering from severe respiratory illnesses. Volcanic ash also can damage machinery,

including engines and electrical equipment. Ash accumulations mixed with water become heavy and can

collapse roofs. Volcanic ash can affect people hundreds of miles away from the cone of a volcano.

Sideways directed volcanic explosions, known as "lateral blasts," can shoot large pieces of rock at very high
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speeds for several miles. These explosions can kill by impact, burial or heat. They have been known to knock

down entire forests.

Volcanic eruptions can be accompanied by other natural hazards, including earthquakes, mudflows and flash

floods, rock falls and landslides, acid rain, fire, and (under special conditions) tsunamis.

Active volcanoes in the U.S. are found mainly in Hawaii, Alaska and the Pacific Northwest. The danger area

around a volcano covers approximately a 20-mile radius; however, some danger may exist 100 miles or more

from a volcano.

Before a Volcanic Eruption

The following are things you can do to protect yourself, your family and your property in the event of a volcanic

eruption.

Build an Emergency Supply Kit, which includes items like non-perishable food, water, a battery-powered or

hand-crank radio, extra flashlights and batteries. You may want to prepare a portable kit and keep it in your

car in case you are told to evacuate. This kit should also include a pair of goggles and disposable breathing

masks for each member of the family.

Make a Family Emergency Plan. Your family may not be together when disaster strikes, so it is important

to know how you will contact one another, how you will get back together and what you will do in case of

an emergency.

During a Volcanic Eruption

Follow the evacuation order issued by authorities and evacuate immediately from the volcano area to avoid

flying debris, hot gases, lateral blast and lava flow.

Be aware of mudflows. The danger from a mudflow increases near stream channels and with prolonged

heavy rains. Mudflows can move faster than you can walk or run. Look upstream before crossing a bridge

and do not cross the bridge if a mudflow is approaching.

Avoid river valleys and low-lying areas.

Remember to help your neighbors who may require special assistance - infants, elderly people and people

with access and functional needs.

Protection From Falling Ash

If you are unable to evacuate, and in order to protect yourself from falling ash, you should remain indoors

with doors, windows and ventilation closed until the ash settles.

If you have a respiratory ailment, avoid contact with any amount of ash. Stay indoors until local health

officials advise it is safe to go outside.

Listen to a battery-powered radio or television for the latest emergency information.

Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants.

Use goggles and wear eyeglasses instead of contact lenses.

Use a dust mask or hold a damp cloth over your face to help with breathing.

Stay away from areas downwind from the volcano to avoid volcanic ash.

Stay indoors until the ash has settled unless there is a danger of the roof collapsing.
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Close doors, windows, and all ventilation in the house (chimney vents, furnaces, air conditioners, fans and

other vents).

Clear heavy ash from flat or low-pitched roofs and rain gutters.

Avoid running car or truck engines. Driving can stir up volcanic ash that can clog engines, damage moving

parts, and stall vehicles.

Avoid driving in heavy ash fall unless absolutely required. If you have to drive, keep speed down to 35 MPH

or slower.

After a Volcanic Eruption

Go to a designated public shelter if you have been told to evacuate or you feel it is unsafe to remain in your

home. Text SHELTER + your ZIP code to 43362 (4FEMA) to find the nearest shelter in your area

(example: shelter 12345).

Local authorities may not immediately be able to provide information on what is happening and what you

should do. However, you should listen to NOAA Weather Radio, watch TV, listen to the radio or check the

Internet often for official news and instructions as they become available.

U.S. Bill of Rights, September 25, 1789, National Archives and Records Administration.

"How to Eat an Ice-Cream Cone." From How to Do Things Right: The Revelations of a Fussy Man by L. Rust

Hills. Reprinted by permission of David R. Godine, Publisher, Inc. Copyright © 1993 by L. Rust Hills

"Volcanoes," FEMA/Ready.gov, last modified February 12, 2013, http://www.ready.gov/volcanoes.
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