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Instructional and Behavioral Support for Students in an Early Childhood Classroom

This is an essay that will analyze and critique the instructional, assessment and behavior support strategies for three different students. These three students consist of a typical peer, a special needs student, and a gifted student. These students were observed in a classroom setting during language arts instruction. The students were working on letters and sight words when observed. 
Classroom Dynamics
Classroom dynamics are really important when creating lesson plans that will support the needs of all learners.  In this particular classroom, many of the students were ethnically Hispanic or Caucasian. Most students came from a low to middle socioeconomic standing. These factors are really important to take note of, especially when implementing lessons. Taking in this information can promote student success. When the teacher is aware of the students’ cultural backgrounds, the teacher can find material that will be relevant and engaging based on that knowledge of culture. There was also a positive behavior support system implemented in the classroom. This system was a clip system. There were colors on a chart and each student has a clothespin. Each student started the day on green. If they were following expectations and having a good day, they were told to clip up to either blue or purple. If the student was having a hard time following the rules, they were told to clip down to either yellow, orange, or red. At the end of every day, the teacher colored in a square that represented their color for the day on a chart that went home. Randomly, the teacher would ask who was on purple. Once the student had earned five stickers for being on purple, they would receive a prize from the treasure box. This system was received well by all students. The students liked working for something tangible.
Developmental Milestones and Influences


There are many different developmental milestones that a student will reach throughout their childhood. These milestones include the development of physical, language, cognitive, and social skills. It is important to be aware of these milestones in an early childhood setting. Missing a milestone can possibly be a sign of a developmental delay and should be screened as soon as possible (Zukauskas, 2015). There are many influences on these developments. These influences can consist of genetics, physical environment, and general health. Students can possibly reach these milestones through differentiated instruction. Differentiated instruction is based on the belief that all students are different and learn in different ways (Loeser, 2013). 
Typical Student

A typical student was observed in the classroom during language arts instruction. Students were working in a whole group setting. They were reviewing letters of the alphabet and being introduced to new sight words. Differentiation was not really observed during this time. Each student did have an opportunity to say the letter or sight word that was being held up. For the typical student, this was not really a problem. The typical student did not struggle with this. However, the instruction could still be differentiated using the assessments that had been done. The teacher used a list of letters and sight words. The students would be called over one by one to name as many letters and sights words as they could. There was no time limit. The teacher could have used the information to have the typical student review, in a whole group or individual setting, letters or sight words that they did not know as well. For further differentiation, I would make this student a helper and peer mentor to the special needs student. I think it is important that students work together and this is a good way to get them involved and promote acceptance and inclusion (Favazza, Phillipsen, & Kumar, 2000). 
Special Needs Student

The special needs student in this class was very smart and knew many of the letters and sight words that were presented. This student, however, struggled with following directions and transitioning. The student would struggle when it was her turn. The teacher used visuals to help the student know that it was her turn. When the student did not know which letter was which, the teacher would narrow it down for her. The teacher would hold up two letters, instead of the student finding one letter in a group of twenty-six. This helped the student identify which letter she was looking for. This was also done with the sight words. This differentiation was really helpful. I would further differentiate this during centers time. I would have this student use an app that has levels so that I can pick the most appropriate developmental level for this student. 
Gifted Student

Differentiation was not really used for the gifted student. The student used the same strategy as the typical student. I think it is important to promote critical thinking with gifted students. During instruction, I would not just have the student identify the letter. I would then ask the student if they can think of a word or two that starts with letter they just identified. During centers time, I would have the student work on extra worksheets or puzzles to get them thinking. 

Conclusion

Overall, the observation went well. Differentiated instruction was presented but could be expanded to further meet the needs of all students. The positive behavior system worked well for all students. I believe it is often better to have an intrinsic reward, however the students liked being able to see their hard work pay off through a tangible prize. Technology could be incorporated more frequently. Technology like apps with different levels would be great during centers time. The different levels would allow all students to participate and learn at their developmental level. I enjoyed the challenge of observing three very different students and coming up with differentiation strategies to support their needs. This is something that I will be doing as an educator. It is so important to get practice with this now so that I am really prepared when I have to do it for my own classroom. 
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