Social Issue Core Project

Our EDUC 1300 social issue project is problem-based learning. It is designed to help you practice the attributes of critical thinkers, complete an internet-based research project, and demonstrate effective college reading, writing, and presentation skills.

Your assignment is to educate me about a social issue that affects our societyYou will work through a topic and arrive at solutions by: 

· studying a social issue through Internet research
· Writing a 2 to 3 page paper about this topic following MLA guidelines.
1. Introduction 
A. Capture the audience’s attention with a strong opening that sets the stage for the main points 

B. Provide a specific Thesis Statementpresenting your issue to the audience

2. Main Body: 3 Key Parts
Part I: Provide some history of the issue

A. Identify 4 things you think the audience should know about the issue

B. Explain why the issue is important to us as a society

Part 2: Provide 2 or more sides of this issue

Part 3: “Take a stand” 

A. State your position on the issue

B. Address each of the following ethical decision making questions:

-Do you believe your stand is an “ethical decision”? Please explain.
-Do you believe your stand respects the rights of all who have a stake in the issue?

-Do you believe your stand will do society the most good and least harm?
-Do you believe your stand reflects treating others as you want to be treated?
3. Conclusion
A. Tie together the important points
B. Keep your conclusion brief, interesting, powerful

4. Works Cited
A. Must be a MLA Works Cited reference citing your sources

MLA Assistance Websites

http://citationmachine.net/
http://www.studyguide.org/MLAdocumentation.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/
Online Databases available through the EPCC Library: Controversial Issues

EPCC/Current Students/Campus Resources/Libraries/Online Databases

http://www.epcc.edu/Library/Pages/OnlineDatabases.aspx
CQ Researcher     [Off-campus access]

Weekly in depth studies of "hot" issues in the news with topics ranging from social and teen issues to environment, health, education and science and technology. 44 reports are produced each year which include charts, graphs, and a pro-con feature.
 

OpposingViewpoints in Context[Off-campus access]

Provides social issues viewpoint articles, topic overviews, statistics, primary documents, links to websites, and full-text magazine and newspaper articles. 

 

SIRS Issues Researcher     [Off-campusaccess]

Contains articles on controversial topics from over 1,900 domestic and international newspapers, magazines, journals and U.S. government publications.

