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Consider...

Dorothy McClung went shopping at the Walmart in the Delta Square Shopping Center in
Memphis, Tennessee, around noon. After she completed her shopping and was retuming to her
car, she was abducted at gunpoint and forced into her car. She was later found dead in the trunk
of her car after it was spotted by some hunters in a remote area in Arkansas. Roger McClung, her
husband, fled suit against Walmart and the owner of the shopping center, Delta Square. Are these
companies liable for the criminal acts of another when those acts occurred in their parking lof?
[McClung v Delta Square Limited Partnership, 937 SW.2d 891 (Tenn. 1996)]
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Consider...

The Mathiases checked into a Motel 6 and were bitten extensively by bedbugs. Upon investigation,
they leamed that the managers and owners of the motel had been wamed by guests, employees.
and exterminators alike that there were bedbugs in the rooms. The exterminator offered to spray
the motel each year for $600, but the motel refused. As a resut, the bugs remained and propa-
gated. The Mathiases filed suit, seeking punitive damages. The trial court awarded them $5,000
compensatory damages and $186,000 punitive damages. The motel appealed the punitive dam-
age award as excessive. Is the award excessive! Should the punitive damages award be reversed?
Why do you think the hotel wants to have a court decision on this suit?

[Mathias v ACCR Economy Lodging, Inc. 347 F.3d 672 (7th Cir. 2003)]




