

Hall 1

[bookmark: _GoBack]
April 10th, 2017
English 101 409
Stakeholder Research Paper
Hidden Truth Behind Factory Farming 
	Factory farming is a way of mass producing large quantities of food, mostly meat, at a faster rate than traditional farming.The recent advancements in the agriculture business has resulted in mass production of food that goes against the farmer friendly and humanely treated animal status quo that it tries, so desperately, to advertise.We are blinded by their fake images of large, green pastures and little red farmhouses.  The reality of the twenty-first century American agriculture business has more to do with mass production and industrial manufacturing and less to do with the small-scale farming that is wrongly depicted.  This false information is presented to us at a young age, when we are exposed to books, movies, television shows, or other media outlets.  We are taught that farmers humanely raise cows for milk and chickens for eggs.  We bear witness to pictures of farm animals smiling and running freely through open pastures.  This brainwashing distracts us from the horribly inhumane truth behind closed factory farm doors.  In order to meet the demands of today’s food production, animals are injected with growth hormones and packed tightly, far beyond capacity, in buildings.  Many never see the light of day.  Factory farming corporations offer job opportunities and effectively meet the demand of their products cheaply.  But at what cost? I believe that today’s factory farm practices of inhumane treatment of animals are not only damaging to the health of consumers but also the health of the environment.
Opposing Arguments 
	Today’s factory farms practices are a cheap way to meet the demand for their products. The food is produced and processed at a much faster rate, with more efficient processes involved, such as the use of growth hormones.  Even though the demand of products, such as cow’s milk, has reduced in recent years corporations have used propaganda and advertisements in an attempt to increase their sales.  The Got Milk advertisements launched in the early 90’s to encourage Americans to consume cow’s milk.  Despite their 300 celebrity generated advertisements over the past 20 years, milk consumption is the United States has continued to fall(Miller).  
	With the shift from small-scale farming to large-scale farming, corporations have become huge operations.  The need for employees on factory farms is greater than that of the need for employees on individual farms.  Factory farms are able to offer a wider variety of job opportunities and help the economies of areas all over the world.  For example, Tyson, the world’s largest processor and marketer of chicken, beef and pork, has approximately 117,000 team members employed at more than 300 facilities and offices in the United States and around the world(Tyson and UFCW Mark Two Decades of Workplace Safety Progress).  Even with the amount of job opportunities, factory farming employees are overworked and underpaid for the cruel tasks they are required to do.  According to the Huffington Post, workers in the meat industry make an average of $23,000 a year and work 10+ hours a day(Tyson and UFCW Mark Two Decades of Workplace Safety Progress).With low paying salaries and unsanitary working conditions, factory farm workers are extremely overworked.  Who’s not to say that factory farms exploit their workers as well as their product? 
Supporting Research
	Factory farms focus on profit and efficiency at the expense of animal welfare.  The animals are crammed into cages leaving them little or no room to turn around.  Often times chickens are forced to sit on top of one another.  All animals in the factory farming business are victims are painful mutilations without the use of anesthetics.  Some animals, such as chickens and turkeys, are debeaked while other animals, such as pigs and cows, have their teeth, tails, and horns removed.  In order to meet the demands, animals are bred to grow abnormally fast which results in disease, suffering, and early death.  They are subject to lives of imprisonment and many never see daylight until they are loaded up to be taken to the slaughterhouse.  Most consumers agree that the animals should not be treated so inhumanely and that they would feel better buying cage-free, range-free, or grass-fed meat.  What these consumers don’t understand is that there is no possible way to meet the demand for meat, eggs, or milk through farms who practice humane treatment of their animals.  There is simply not enough land for all factory farm animals to be freed to roam range free.
	A popular practice routinely used by modern factory farms to reach market weight in livestock is to give animals a dose of antibiotics with every meal.  According to the Union of Concerned Scientists, only about 30 percent of the antibiotics used in the U.S. are administered to people to treat diseases. The other 70 percent, the vast majority, are administered to U.S. livestock, primarily to compensate for the unnatural and unhealthy conditions of factory farming(Robbins).  This overuse of antibiotics can cause antibiotic resistance in the animals raised for meat which results in an increased risk of resistance in those who consume antibiotic abused meat.  The use of antibiotics in the animal agriculture business increases the yield and profit of factory farms but at what cost? Do the American people really think that the mass production of meat is more important than the future resistance to disease causing bacteria?
	Not only is factory farming detrimental to the manufactured animals and human health but it is also the greatest contributor to climate change.  According to the Cowpsiracy: The Sustainability Secret, animal agriculture is responsible for 51 percent of worldwide greenhouse gas emissions, more than the combined exhaust from all transportation.  The methane produced by livestock is more destructive and has a higher global warming potential than carbon dioxide.  Animal agriculture accounts for between 80 and 90 percent of water consumption in the United States(The Facts ).  Animal agriculture is also said to be the leading cause of species extinction, water pollution, ocean dead zones, and deforestation. Animal waste is concentrated in open cesspools near farms and not only leaks into groundwater, depleting it, but it also susceptible to overflowing and getting into freshwater streams or rivers (Lee).  It is responsible for up to 90 percent of Amazon destruction with 1 to 2 acres being cleared every second (The Facts ).  How much more environmental degradation can the Earth take?  
Personal Stake 
	For years I was uneducated about the truths of factory farming.  I never saw what an industrial farmed looked like.  I had only witnessed individual, family owned farms and I assumed that was were all my food came from.  It was not until about a year ago that I became aware of where my food truly came from.  I was scrolling through social media when I came across a promoted tweet from an environmental account.  I had always been conscientious about our planet and was intrigued to check it out.  It happened to be a documentary about the effects that factory farming has on the environment.  After watching the documentary, everything I thought I knew about being environmentally friendly was completely thrown out the window.  
	I realized that the practices of today’s factory farms wereneither sustainable nor humane.  It completely rocked my mind that a single hamburger was the equivalent to about 660 gallons of water.  No matter how much water conservation techniques I used it would never make a difference if I never changed my diet.  Since then I have completely stopped consuming animal products and have encouraged my friends and family to reduce their consumption.  I joined my university’s vegan and vegetarian club, WVeg, to find other with the same passions as mine.  Twenty years ago vegans and vegetarians were viewed as extreme animal loving hippies but today they are becoming more popular and accepted ways of living.  Companies, such as Ben and Jerrys, are noticing the change and responding by coming out with products that are vegan friendly.
	In conclusion, the negative effects that factory farming has on the environment and human health outweigh the benefits of efficient production.  Most people do not see where their food comes from and this lack of awareness has allowed the practices of factory farming to continue.  Luckily, with today’s technology and social media more and more people are becoming socially aware of the damaging effects of factory farming.  But is this advancement and explosion of social media enough?  Even with the exposed truths behind factory farming, many people are still unwilling to completely eliminate or reduce their consumption of factory farmed products.  Human health, our environment, and animal welfare would benefit greatly with a reduction of factory farming.  I realize that it is unrealistic to image a world without factory farming but I am hopeful that people will realize that their diets have a larger impact on this planet than they ever thought possible.  I hope we are all able to realize this before it is too late.  Before the damages of climate change are too extreme to be reversed.  
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