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Paper #1 – Rhetorical Analysis

Context


In the first week of the course, we have discussed the importance of rhetoric and how it affects individual perceptions of issues related to social and environmental justice.  Pope Francis’ encyclical letter “Laudato Si’: Care for Our Common Home,” Sherman Alexie’s short story “Gentrification,” Annie Leonard’s video “The Story of Stuff,” the RSA Animate’s “First Tragedy, then Farce,” and Issac Asimov’s article “The Good Earth is Dying” use carefully constructed rhetoric to send a particular message to an intended audience. Each text we have examined carefully employs rhetoric to achieve its goals.

Process

The first assignment in this seminar asks you to briefly summarize a text and perform a rhetorical analysis of it.  In other words, you will be asked to examine the rhetorical strategies and effectiveness of a text that we have examined.  In order to successfully complete this assignment, you will need to do the following: 1) briefly summarize the text; 2) examine the rhetorical situation (purpose, writer or speaker, audience) and use of rhetorical appeals (logos, ethos, pathos, kairos) that are used in the text; 3) construct an argument around how effective the text is in accomplishing its goal(s); 4) carefully use evidence from your chosen text to support your argument; 5) have a well-organized essay that is formatted according to MLA standards.  


You may choose any of the written or visual texts we have examined in class. Please decide on the text as soon as possible and begin drafting your summary and rhetorical analysis. The rhetorical analysis essay should be closed-form and thesis-governed. Your argument should focus on the effectiveness of the author’s rhetorical strategies and the rhetorical situation, rather than on your views of the subject matter. Finally, if you’d like to meet with me to discuss your essay or writing in more detail, please do not hesitate to set up an appointment with me.

Audience


The audience for this assignment is someone who is familiar with the text, but wants to know more about the text’s use of rhetoric. 

Format

· A one-paragraph (200-250 words) summary of the text
· 3-4 pages
· MLA format
Due Dates

· Draft #1 due – 6/26
· Draft #2 due – 6/27
· Final paper due – 6/28

