This is what my response was for my paper As the mother of a teenaged boy, I noticed the amount of time my son stares into the face of his phone. Questions regarding the negative benefits of his habit have been on my mind. Has my son lost all ability to have a face to face conversation with another person? Is his life consumed with the phone that he has lost touch with family, friends, and even himself? What do I do as a parent to compensate for what he is losing by his attachment to his phone? These are just a few issues that plague my mind because I want my son to be able to communicate with the world on a person to person level, not just on a cellular device.

I can look for articles written on this subject. I can talk to my son and see what his feeling are about this issue. Psychologists have mixed reviews on this past time with today's youth, but most that I have read are in agreement with me that teenagers spend too much time on their phones. Once my research begins and ends, my personal opinion may change. However, at the moment I firmly believe that social media that cell phones offer is a detriment to today's young people.

This the response I received back. It is concerning, for sure. I have two tablet heads in my house myself. 

Maybe the question we need to be asking ourselves is what is the acceptable level of engagement must we expect from our children? 

When I was a kid, you couldn't talk to me because I was always buried in a book. I had no interest in discussing the day to day details with anyone and got annoyed when people interrupted my reading. Was my disengagement a problem the same way a modern kid's is. I think it was. Parents don't get to complain their kid is always reading a book that same way it is acceptable to complain about the device. But it was the same thing. 

So, how harmful is it? We don't know. The studies are pretty inconclusive and when there is a conclusion, it's narrow. But I think you can find a way.

There are three general issues that I am seeing that will hinder your ability to write an appropriate rhetorical analysis paper.

Many students are falling into the trap of reporting an issue. They are falling into the 1 on 10 method of analysis instead of the depth of the 10 on 1 method. (See Writing Analytically to review this terminology.) Once these students have listed the known facts of an issue, they will run out of things to say and start repeating themselves. Remember your goals to discuss why something has happened, not drawing a line of what happened. 
Some students are treating a personal opinion as a topic that is strong enough to carry an academic paper. Some students are cherry picking sources that only support their opinion, without regard to the academic credibility. As result, I am seeing websites that host opinion pieces that students are using an academic study. Other students are taking the word of advocacy groups who have an agenda to push. The problem here is that they treat the topic as settled, when the root causes, solutions, and results may not be optimal, or worse, they may just be boilerplate answers.
Some students have not really chosen an interesting question yet. They have a broad topic and the annotated bibliography has just any old source that shares the same search terms. This kind of paper grasps at straws and doesn't really understand what it wants to say or explore. 

Being conversant beyond the basics of the topic is extremely important. Finding a topic that has academic research backing it is extremely important. Going beyond your own knowledge base to learn something new is extremely important as well. This paper takes a lot of work, but historically, the students who put the research hours in and write a couple of drafts that reframe the research questions several times do the best.
