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HE'S having lunch with the boss: He's on hiswayup

HE'S getting married. He'tl get more settied
HE'S having a baby: He'll need a raise

HE'S leaving for a better job: HE recognizes a 6000

HE'S aggressive
HE'S careful

HE loses his temper
HE'S depressed

HE follows through
HE'S firm

HE makes wise judgments
HE is a man of the world
HE isn't afraid to say what he thinks s e
HE SHE'S tyrannical
exercises authority galilhe <
HE'S discreet SHES secreive
HE'S a stem taskmaster SHE'S difficult to wocklur,,;. N
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Promises Made
EEERE WIS N |

Ross Neely

When I was ten years old, I was out with my mother when she was suddenly targeted
rage of sexist words and violent gestures by a group of men outside a grocery store.
as she was comforting me, my mother—who always took care of everyone else, who h;
surrounded by gender violence her entire life—turned and studied me with eyes I'd ey
and said: Are you going to grow up to hate women like every other man? E :
froze, but I knew on some cellular level that I never wanted to be those men. I promised:
mom. | won’t. I won'’t. v

When I was eleven, I already hated my body. I was too soft. I needed to be harder,
to turn my curves into straight lines and my smooths into sharps. Secretly, I wrote poet
stories, and loved to sing. Outwardly, I played sports like football and tried to “pass™

“tough” guy I was expected to be. A year later, after some older boys beat me up to
I knew who was most “masculine” in my new neighborhood, I renewed my promise:
do this to anyone else. I will not become these men.

But I did. The messages I received as a child about what it means to “be a man,” andée
rewards and punishments for “succeeding” or “failing” to perform the tough, confident, stoic,
in-control masculinity T was taught, had taken their toll. When upset, I more quickly raised
my voice with my mother than my father. My football coaches taunted us with the worst
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for™" 4 with people from all gend
0" fer liberation. It s from the

; d that genderism (gender

- and femininity/masculini
: nal violence of a few
Jack thereof) to the institutional ¢
way, | came to see that the p
der man either reinforces or challen:
Jesson for me at the time: understandi
erism and male supremacy shape men’s
»rming folks every day: the words we chm
‘on, and our objectifying male gaze all make
women. This is literally life and death—intimate

women 15-44, two million women a year are injured bex
¢ occurs every two minutes, and one out of three women will
se. Genderism also shapes men’s relationships with other men
it ways we feel coerced to constantly prove our masculinities to each other
hten my shoulders and lower my voice when | speak with cisgender men, the
afraid to tell my male friends and family that [ love them, and the way Pm mmmad o
s project power and dominance. This side of genderism is why a two-year-old boy was
recently murdered by his father for crying “too much like a girl,” and it’s why a seven-year-old
soy had his arm broken because he wanted to be a cheerleader. '
~ Organizing to understand, dismantle and transform the systems supremacy
rure of gender violence we all live in has historically been consu?ti::&le as “wonm’sm
And while I absolutely believe that women and trans* (gender identity and/or expression are
“incongruent with the dominant expectations of birth-assigned sex) folks must lead and guide
work, leaving it here gives cisgender men an easy out and removes us from our responsibil-

to work for gender liberation. I identify as an aspiring ally to feminist, gender, and trans*
ice movements—-aspiring” because I don’t get to decide if 'm being an authentic ally, the
men and trans* folks I am in community with do. But being an ally cannot mean that 1
working to paternalistically “save” others with my cis-masculine power. As | have learned
m women and trans* activists, educators, organizers and scholars, I must work in honest
idarity (not charity) with gender justice movements, become aware of how I'm positioned
~ within systems of power (gender, sexuality, race, class, dis/ability), and then use my privileged

~ access to power in coalition with women and trans* folks to create change and liberate all of
- us from the poison of patriarchy.
- Using what I have learned from trans-feminism, I know that while cisgender men certainly
- donot experience gender oppression, we are definitely dehumanized and harmed by it. All the
- stories that have been beaten into us about how to be men are simultaneously privileging and

" POISDnmg us, and beg the question why are we accepting this dehumanizing, violent, restric-
B Ove, b.l'utal story about what we should do and who we should be?
- Guided by the voices of feminist and trans* liberation movements, why don’t we write

- adifferent story—a new collective story about what cisgender men can be. At its best this

=

s few narrative of what it means to “be a man” would be one where true strength lies in being

<
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vulnerable and in not always bel.rlgy
working daily to end genderism

gender oppression, and usirl_g our p: ‘ _
this work is not just in public m or :
doing gender justice work), but in thy

speaking up when my m?.lc friend ot
calling out a masculine friend who e
moments when men talk over women \
partner feels, really feels, about the
It is time (well past time, actually
and committed allies in em gen
to our true selves and reclaim our
my mother, and though it’s been a
the rest of my life rewriting the story
to honor that promise. : e
Note on the text: Trans* is usedhmhl
gender norms, and/or people m@ﬂd
gender; this may or may not include a
determined identities such as transgender,
intersex, genderqueer, and many more.
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To Stop the Violence

Alice Walker

NOUM-E =XmZ

WOMAN

TO STOP THE VIOLENCE
AGAINST

WOMAN
WOMAN

MUST STOP THE VIOLENCE
AGAINST

HERSELF,

WE CAN BEGIN TO DO Th1g
NOW, NOW THAT WE sgg
A SKY

AND NOT A ROCK
A STICK

OR A FIST
ABOVE ALL
OUR HEADSs,

k
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VE CREATE OUT OF OUR OWN BL
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THE CREATURES
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VHETHER THEY ARE MEN
OURSELVES,
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WE HAVE LOST THE EARTH
LIVING ON OUR KNEES.
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National Latina Institute for Reproductive

(NLIRH) Statement on Healthcare for All

National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health

The National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health (NLIRH)
reform that will move our current system toward one that will i
well-being of all Latinas, their families and communities. NLIRH embr
approach to health care, ensuring that all health services are access;
able, and of good quality for everyone. These services should be pro
basis, free from discrimination or coercion. Healthcare reform can take
it is important that the needs of all Latinas, including immigrant won 16
and low-income women, are front and center.
NLIRH supports a system that includes all people, regardless of in
status, or any other limiting factor. The current healthcare system lea
falling through the cracks; 38% of Latinas are uninsured, the highest
groups of women. Some Latinas may have an income too high to qus or N
too low to afford private insurance. Many Latinas who would qualify b _
not eligible. Among the ineligible are undocumented Latinas and legal per
who have been in the United States for less than five years. This lack of
contributes heavily to the health disparities that Latinas face, in turn
aspects of Latinas’ quality of life. et
It is important that such a system includes a full and comprehensive Wﬁm
including coverage for family planning, abortions, prenatal care and preventive serv

Scanned by CamSc




, health dmparlfith:
- care reform inc
cilt:pproach to the care need

hcr[iSfi

gartbroken
H’

women of Color Feminism and the Third Wave

Rebecca Hurdis

1 «sn’tjustaboutan adopted, woman of color feminist; rather, itis a story about how
Tt 53552’;)61 ieve that 1 was worthy of all of these identities. It isn’tjust a story about feminism
. cam]‘c ;}’ Jbout adoption. It is an exploration of where the mind stops and the heart fol-
or 50 " The struggle is not to find one place where I can exist, but to find it within myself
}:ﬁwr 1 all of these places, uncompromisingly. To live a life of multiplicity is as difficult

gsitis tO write about It.

Growing up in a transracial adopted family, I was often confused by the images of the
snormal, nuclear families.” We didn’t look like any other family I saw. I couldn’t compre-
 jend how [ could love my family, feel accepted by them and believe that I belonged to
them as much as my phenotypically white brothers. Yet every time I looked in the mirror,
my reflection haunted me, because the face that stared back was not the same color as my
 family’s. This awareness was reinforced by the sometimes brutal questions of others. I
constantly had to explain that I really was my brother’s sister. He was not my husband but
tuly my brother. I was not the foreign exchange student that just never left. Embarrassed
by the attention, I tried to ignore the differences. I took the negativity and dissociation I
feltand began to internalize the feelings. I fooled myself into thinking and acting the role
- ofa*good little Asian saved from her fallen country and brought to the land of salvation.”
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being an Asian girl and ab
learned to gain acceptance .
d for me not by me.

I'began to believe the messages aboult
compliance was one of the only ways a
I realized that my identity was being cre

o . y 5.

When I would talk to my friends about it, t'hcy:s?al::ir;ctl gi;:::d:;
told that I was making too big a deal out of belﬂgM friends wont sd T
else. They thought that I just worried too muchif e But the ccuthict d;;
by telling me that “I wasn’t really A;ian, [ was white. th
as the color of my skin couldn’t either. . . . : ey g

[ came acrosrsngcminism as a first-year studeth at ththtate gim‘;m!w B
depressed at the time. Everything—my created identity, the world o “fh‘ten'essﬂm_,: \
the denial of my race—that I had worked so hard at reprcssdmi and ignoring
my life was finally surfacing and emerging. I no longer had the vahdanOn of
1o protect my false identity. The world that I had_ upderstood was _Chan . Mo
confronted with defining myself without the associations of my farfnly and &1 & }N
forced to step outside of my white world, shcddmg'my blinders to find that | Wasn’t._ Wag
and that I had never really been so. The only illusion was tl}e one that [ h, hite
myself, the one that had found acceptance. But I was beginning to realjze the coge 3 fﬂr

facade.

My first women’s studies course focused on the history of the women’s

Move,
social context and the

: g el o
contemporary issues facing feminism today. We lookeq P %, the
ranging from violence to sexual orientation to women-centered spirituality

ton in music and film to body image. I began to recognize my extensive hig

to;-y of F
mental and physical abuse with boyfriends, and I started to comprehend the cycle 0?"“31.
and

onsibility

to repr

forgiveness. I was able to begin to stop blaming myself and shif the resp
to those who had inflicted the abuse. Initially I had disconnected the abuge fromias
even though it was heavily intertwined and simultaneous. It was just too v fc.:aq
understand, and it was still too early for me to grapple with race. T sti] was thinks ’g‘lﬁ th::

I just needed to become the “right” kind of Asian American nd th :
make sense., & a en e"ef)'ﬂ'ung would

me | 4
by Radical Women of Color (cdited by Cherré Moraga and Gloria Anzalﬂﬁa) It was the
first time I had found a book that had the words “women of color” as .of the title.
It was as 'if I had found the pot of gold at the end of the feminist minbog:,“Evcn though
[ didn’t find myself completely rep : ¢
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: d‘fouiial- I call myself a woman of cjo,

syccredited” enough to be represented in the Mainstre that our voices were deemed not

ﬁr’fﬂr the third wave of feminism, and [ had high hopesbgl.: markets itself as being the

4y tOrs had been an . -
contf“‘;; he cloquent voices of gther
iy. -
dlﬂs":;::gl this :lﬂthﬂl()gy, 1 re’-'i:“.,i’
Re? could be angry. | C(;)uld be agerss
ice yeryonc expected me to ._ 5.
ﬁrh:;:nw d one of the first mg e
It rcPlI-“ng differcnt fl'()l?‘l my Paftnts, m" .. ¢
‘olﬂct el remember sitting at the _
Whi™") "the book, my mind exploding g g
Mﬁgoking up 3F the sun, dOSing my ey“
,gcﬂ' Through this discovery | had e -
‘,ork' a woman of color feminist, Tw |
makes my relationship to wq _.
Wh:to f color is how and why | e::::ledof color f
wom® ender, where most have ¢he the cop

put 1 Y

rwcm - !H.._, -

is how 1 have come to see myse| Py
tf‘ﬂectsn of color” seems brOadly iﬂ\"itingl::;l.

me i " l ::...
W and exclusive. Women of color feming mdn'm"tm_-
,,g;d_zl: 1SM 100k me from | __

;,ow in an ethnic studies graduate . ‘ b
1o feminism’s third wave, and if so, £ h?:?:? u'ﬂﬂsm it
[ had hit a wall. It was difficult locating vojces e this project e, 1,

e women of color feminism. Not mych Hod bae represented
. hing to emerge. I found women of color fermi-: 0 Written, as

Jnthologies, magazines and pop culture. I fel; o ﬂw“} phm“‘

held a certain expectation for Jennifer B, ?
I ifesta: Young Women, Feminism, and the %dncr and Amy Ri

race; gender and class sexuality. Instead, I found the specific hi
women. - - - : history
ound it astounding that there is no extensive discnec: i
-ﬂ,:,f indicates that Baumgardner and Richards ";::ls‘:‘s&"ﬁn of ::19: :f color feminism.
different kind of feminism. It is as if their work is the master narrari o?"'_‘? i, &
women of color feminism as an appendage. I had hoped that they would mm. :
such books as This Bridge Called My Back and Audre Lorde’s Sister Outsider as ground
breaking, as they are deemed by most generation X women of color. These books were
life-changing to me not only because their critiques have historical R o 4 .
what these writers were saying in the 1980s was still relevant in the 1990s. Manifesta is E
successful in creating momentum for young white women’s activism through the _
to move feminism out of academia and back into a social and political movement. But the _
book’s greatest contribution was that it raised a need for creating a lineage for women of ./
color feminism. :

What is it about the word “feminism” that has encouraged women of color to stand
apart from it? Feminism has been indoctrinated into the academy through the discipline of
women’s studies. It has moved out of the social and political spaces from where it emerged.
Women’s studies have collapsed the diversity that was part of the feminist movement into
adiscipline that has become a homogeneous generality. For women in the third wave then, B
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one needs to have the academic training of
Once race is added to the complexity, 1 :
ise or negotiation s just too high a Pﬂ“
Participation in women's studies and fer
Many women believe that there s a ce
ethnic studies course “Women of Color :
“xpressed feeling that they didn't lm'f mments |
call themselves feminists, The students’ comment
difficulty in accessing feminism. Often the response |
thing,” Whiteness in feminism comes to represent pri
rarely positions women of color as being as legitim li.lll .
Women's studies has been accurately accused of : \
through offering courses about race that are separate mr "
cthnic studies feels more comfortable as a Plf“ v i
in ethnic studies, women's experiences and l.mtorlel‘ m“m
Women's studies, they too have had problems integrating gend

Although 1 am a self-proclaimed woman of color femmbc, i{
“authentic” woman of color feminist. Even though I real!.ze_ltu.acif
other women of color will look at my feminism and judge it as being
and an effect of adoption. The roots of my feminism are connected to my
although I am uncertain whether she would identify as a feminist. She v,
Wouldn’t let us watch the Flintstones or the Jetsons because of thejr
women, yet she unquestionably had dinner on the table every night f
and daughter, Most important, she raised me to believe I could be v
be and in that a strong woman. If feminism has been bestowed onto me
mother, then I choose not to look at it as another indicator of whiten
whitewashed. Rather, [ see it as a gift that has shown me not the limitations
feminism but the possibilities of women of color feminism. People sometimes
attachment to feminism. Despite the criticisms, it has served as a compass ]
me away from paralysis into limitless potential.

Women of color feminism has currently been reduced to a general abstra
flattened out difference and diversity, causing tension between women of color
collectively forming alliances against whiteness, women of color now challenge.
ing identities that exist under the umbrella term “women of color.” It
about entitlement and authenticity. It tries to suppress the eneo
of women of color feminism by trying to create a unifying term. Yet ¢k
class, racialization and sexuality have arisen and persisted, challenging
all women of color are in solidarity with each other. We all come with
histories that differ from one another and despite knowing this, we still main
and creation of the authentic “women of color.” The one that is the right
race, the right sexuality. We must refuse being reduced to an abstraction, W

the conflicts that have begun to fester paralysis instead of fostering chan
means that we need to revitalize wo

men of color feminism so that those
to take place.

Itis crucial to explore and expose the problems of women of col
also need to be weary of what we are willing to sacrifice. | think a
being created in women of color feminism, Those of us who are not ¢
acknowledged as women of color are coming to feminism as a |
tions of invisibility,. We are pushing, expanding and explod _
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v resente . divisive politics around suffrage in the late 1
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i theY " pack to tafZGﬂ& we wrote this statement

FUSE"'
RE ¢hat assumes th
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inism R

cgasé B - ;“e' crrum of identities, a.m_:l gend'cr

we T along 2 5P ¢ oppression and privilege, inc

xenophobia, anti-

lives and experiences.
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that pits sexism against racism, that claims that sexism is more
We rr:fu;fd han racism, and that the existence of sexism means that racism no longer
genche her forms of oppression are interconnected. The misogynist
to her white, middle-class heterosexuality, and dif-
n women who are not. We are dismayed that when media pundits frame
black woman, or as Unpatriotic, or suggest Farshs T b

there has been no similar outcry by white feminists.

attacks O
Obama as an angry

of a “lynching party,”

We refuse a feminism that claims to speak for all women, while denyi minimizing
the ongoing legacy of white supremacy and racism in th;s country. %T:;q incides
ovements are embedded in white supremacist structures, ideas

the ways that women’s m
and practices. We refuse to participate in organizations that demand allegiance to women
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