Format of paper
In an economics paper, conclusions do not come in the last paragraph. They come in the first paragraph.

The first paragraph states your answers to all the questions you are supposed to address.

The middle of the paper gives evidence, makes arguments supporting those conclusions.

The last paragraph can restate your answers, but not in exactly the same words as in the first paragraph.
Make sure every paper or book cited in the text is in your list of references.

Citations must be in economics (social science) format.
That means you give references in parentheses, not in footnotes:

in text of paper    "Hunters must be careful, because rabbits are rascally (Fudd, 1939)."
in citation list   "Fudd, Elmer J. "The Rascality of Rabbits." Hunters' Journal, June 1939 etc.
NOT:

"Hunters must be careful, because rabbits are rascally.1
1 "The Rascality of Rabbits," Elmer J. Fudd.

When you quote, you must give page number as well as author and year:



"Dogs bite" (Aaron, 1996, p. 12)

You can use footnotes to elaborate on statements made in the body of the paper. Statements in footnotes are things that the reader doesn't really need to know to follow your argument, but might be of interest to the reader.

If you want to use equations or graphs to make your points, great! You can draw graphs by hand if you want. If you use a hand-drawn graph, draw it on a separate piece of paper, write e.g. "Figure 1," at the top of the sheet and refer to it within the paper as "Figure 1." Put all graphs together at the end of the paper, after the list of citations.

Number the pages. 

Writing 

Avoid the passive voice.


NO        I was bitten by the dog.


YES       The dog bit me.


NO 
Models have been designed


YES 
Economists have designed models

Avoid fancy, big, odd words.

Always ask: is there a shorter word that means the same thing?


As much as possible, avoid using words you don't use in ordinary conversation.


For example, "a majority" has different connotation from "most." 


Usually, you want to say "most," because it is shorter/simpler.



Wrong: "A majority of people like beer."



Right: "Most people like beer."

Avoid unnecessary adjectives and adverbs.


NO
little universal consensus has been achieved


YES
little consensus has been achieved



      oh, wait...that's passive. Better:



economists have not come to a consensus


NO 
it is very likely


YES
it is likely


NO      of utmost interest


YES
of interest



   oh, wait...even better:



interesting

Do not make blathering statements like "Inflation is an important topic" or "Unemployment is bad for America's families" or "the Industrial Revolution was an important event in history."
Know the difference between "its" and "it's," between "who's" and "whose," between "effect" and "affect."

Look up the difference between "compare with" and "compare to." Usually, you want "compare with."


When you "compare with, " you point out similarities and/or differences between 
two things.


When you "compare to," you are saying two things are alike



 (e.g. "shall I compare thee to a summer's day").
Be careful with:


 semicolons. Do not use semicolons at all unless you know what they for.


prepositions.


"Reason for" NOT "reason of."



"Research on" or "research about" NOT "research of."



"Relate to" NOT "relate with" (usually)


"Correlate with" NOT "correlate to" (usually)

plurals.



There is no such word as "researches."



There is no such word as "informations."


articles (the, a, an).



If you are not a native English speaker and your native language does not have articles,


have a native English speaker proofread the paper before you turn it in just for the articles.

