Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

1. There are two sorts of law: just and unjust—A

2. A just law squares with the moral law or the law of God—A

3. [Only the moral law or the law of God ought to be obeyed]—F

4. Just laws ought to be obeyed—1-3

5. Unjust law is not rooted in eternal or natural law—A

6. Unjust law ought not be obeyed—3-5

7. The actions of segregation by the status quo in Birmingham, AL are not in accord with the moral law or the law of God—A

8. The laws surrounding the segregation power structure in Birmingham ought not be obeyed—4, 6-8

9. The purpose of laws is for justice—A

10. The human community is mutually connected—A

11. [To do nothing about injustice is to help perpetuate injustice]—A

12. King (a citizen of Atlanta) is compelled to help change the power structure in Birmingham—8-10

13. One can change laws violently or non-violently—F

14. Non-violent direction is more in keeping with the laws of God—A

15. Non-violent direction ought to be considered—3, 13, 14

16. When considering non-violent direction one ought to: (a) assess whether injustice is being done, (b) try to negotiate within the system, (c) Engage in self-purification, and (d) engage in non-violent direction action—A

17. #16 a-c have been met—A

18. Now is the time for non-violent direct action in Birmingham—16, 17

19. There are two major impediments to justice from the white community: (a) moderates who talk one way but via their inaction have the effect of reinforcing the status quo and (b) white churches who ignore Christ’s social justice message and thus reinforce the status quo—A

20. There are two major impediments to justice from the black community: (a) complacent blacks who allow the status quo to continue and (b) violent blacks who make the cause of justice harder to achieve because they further divide the races—A

21. For effective action the impediments need to be removed—F

22. [Only effective direction can remove impediments]—A

23. The time for non-violent direct action in Birmingham has come—19-22

24. Non-violent direct action breaks the law and will entail punishment—F

________________________________

25. King, his followers [and all people] should break the unjust Birmingham law now (even though they may go to jail) for the sake of real law and justice—8, 12, 15, 18, 23, 24

