Communication Ethics
Term Paper Assignment
Research the current policy/practice pertaining to an issue of Communication Ethics. Assess the ethicality of the current practice.
Your paper should proceed as follows:
Introduction: Begin with a short introductory paragraph in which you briefly explain the issue you are discussing and state the thesis of your paper. You may also wish to indicate here how the rest of your paper will proceed. (I recommend writing your introduction last). For the body of the paper, you should:

1. Choose an issue pertaining to communication and research the current practice in relation to that issue. The topic you choose for your paper may or may not be related to one of the issues we are discussing over the course of the semester, but it should be clearly dealing with an issue related to communication. Your topic might pertain to, e.g.: journalism, censorship, the internet, propaganda, confidentiality, political protest, etc. 
In the first part of your paper, you should lay out the various aspects of this issue. What is being done and by whom? How does this practice relate to the law? What reasons are there for the way things are currently being done?
2. Assess the ethicality of the current practice or policy. In this part of your paper, you should elaborate the values involved in the issue you have chosen (e.g. autonomy, utility, etc.) and explain how these values come into tension with one another. Ultimately, you should argue that the current practice is either ethical or unethical in light of these considerations.
This portion of your paper should involve relating aspects of the issue at hand to ideas/texts we have discussed over the course of the semester.
Technical Requirements:
Your paper should be 4-6 pages in length, double-spaced, in 12 pt. font. 

Cite your sources within the text of the paper, and provide a Works Cited page. Failure to cite sources constitutes plagiarism.

You need to cite a source for any claim you make about the facts of the matter in your paper. Do not assume that facts are “common knowledge.” When you make a claim about the facts, you need to cite the source for this claim, even if you have not quoted the source explicitly.
If you pull ideas from an author, you need to cite the text in which the author put forward that idea. Be aware that a quotation is not the same thing as a proof of the position you are arguing for. E.g. If you quote Mill as claiming that “actions are good insofar as they promote happiness,” that does not prove that happiness is the standard of morality; it only shows that Mill thought so. 

You need to explain the ideas contained in any quotations that you use, and to show how they relate to the purpose of your paper.

Plagiarism of any sort will result in failure, and perhaps worse consequences in accordance with university policy. 

Proofread your paper. Grammar issues and typos may have a negative effect on your grade. Reading a sentence aloud can be an effective way of determining whether it makes sense.

Please submit your paper topic ideas to me by email at ccrain@kent.edu in order to receive approval/feedback. I would encourage you to do this as soon as possible, with 6/28 being the absolute deadline. If you are struggling to think of a topic, let me know and I will do my best to guide you toward one. In such a case, please provide some indication as to the kinds of things you are interested in, even if these do not seem to you to relate to ethics, so that I can use that as a jumping off point.
Due in class on 7/2 
