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Purpose of the Essay

The purpose of this essay is for you to learn to present a particular position on a controversial issue and to support that position with specific reasons and credible evidence. First, you will explore several viewpoints on the issue. Second, you will articulate your own position or thesis and support it with appeals to logic, authority, and emotion. 


Major Requirements


· Secondary sources: minimum four (at least three from TCC databases)
· Length: 1000-1100 words
· Format: MLA
· Point-of-view: Third
· Language: Formal
· Citations: In-text and Works Cited
· Due Date: October 30, 2017

Learning Outcomes


Students will learn to
· identify a controversial issue, present a position, and create a specific thesis on that issue.
· supporttheir position with credible, varied, and verifiable evidence.
· demonstrate a thorough understanding of the complexity of issue by acknowledging some truth to the other side; few positions are clearly 100% right or 100% wrong.
· understand that the persona the writer projects is part of the effectiveness of the argument.
· analyze and evaluate a broad array of sources to find the most credible support.








Characteristics of the Argument Essay

A successful essay

· provides an introduction that creates interest rather than merely presenting background information.
· offers a specific and debatable thesis in the introduction that focuses the essay as argumentation.
· refutes or weakens objections the other side might advance, while allowing for occasional concessions.
· presents an objective stance by the use of third-person voice; no second person ‘you’.
· includes specific details and evidence from outside sources.
· correctly integrates quotations and conforms to MLA documentation and format guidelines.

Major Topic Ideas for Consideration (May choose one from this list)

· Is getting rid of DACA doing more harm than good?
· Are Genetically Modified Foods Harmful to Mankind?
· Should the Death Penalty be Abolished?
· Do Social Media (such as Facebook, Twitter) Affect their Users Negatively?
· Should Marijuana be Legalized for Recreational Use?
· Are the Advancements in Technology Detrimental to our Well-being?  
· Should College Athletes Be Compensated Beyond their Scholarships? 
· Should deforestation be limited?
· Are the Law Enforcement Practices Violating our Constitutional Rights?
· Is it lawful for managers to hire more females over males?
· Should Food Stamps Recipients be Drug-tested?  
· Should Out-of State Tuition be Banned?
· Should Tobacco Products be Banned on College Campuses?
· Should Self-Driving Cars Be Allowed?
· Should Visible Tattoos Be an Issue in Job Placement?
· Should Pit Bulls Be Banned in the U.S.?
· Is gun control legislation effective?
· Is littering harmful to the environment?
· Are judges giving proper punishments for capital offenses?
· Should children be required to be vaccinated?
· Is military draft constitutional?
· Should the drinking be lowered to 18?
· Should College education be free for all?
· Should equal pay be implemented between men and women?


Method of Organization

Introduction


· Use a lead-in hook to engage your readers' interest. You might use a striking quotation, an interesting statistic or fact, or a related current event. Whatever your choice, the lead-in must be clearly related to the issue you have selected to discuss.
· Lead up toward your position by offering some general comments about the issue and by stressing its importance for the readers.
· Present your thesis statement.

Body


· Support your thesis with sufficient and convincing evidence.
· Arrange your paragraphs strategically, showing the connection among the various forms of support and finishing with your most convincing piece of evidence.
· At strategic points, refute or weaken possible objections and/or make occasional concessions.
· Try to achieve a forceful but honest and unbiased tone to maintain credibility.

Conclusion


· Restate your thesis and main support in slightly different terms.
· Attempt an appeal to the readers’ emotions or try to leave with a lasting impression.
· Consider offering readers specific suggestions for action, now they understand your position.

Portfolio Contents (Manila Folder)
· Outline/notes on your topic
· Draft# 2
· Peer Reviews (2)
· Professional Review (1)
· Submit the Final Draft on Canvas
