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Is Nietzsche’s thought nihilistic? To address this question, define the word, nihilism (and provide a reference for the definition), as you will use it in your essay and in the course of your discussion include the following issues: Is his understanding of will to power nihilistic? Is his account of truth in Beyond Good and Evil nihilistic? Is Zarathustra as Nietzsche present him a nihilistic figure?

Support your statements and interpretations with direct references to specific texts and avoid large, unsupported generalizations. You can review the last page of the syllabus for additional comments on issues related to your papers.

I encourage you to discuss the questions with others in the class. If you find someone’s interpretation of a particular point compelling and you want to use it, say that in a footnote. If you work with several people and you learn from each other, note at the beginning of the paper that you have discussed the questions and various responses to them with… (names of the people). Learning from each other is great. The written paper must be your own work and not shared with others.

If you use secondary sources including the internet, always not them. A word of caution: The internet has many incompetent and/or inadequate discussions on Nietzsche. Quite a few students have been led astray by relying on them.

Your essay should be eight to ten double-spaced pages in length.




