[bookmark: _GoBack]Write a critical essay that addresses the death penalty and the issue as it relates to the Eighth Amendment using the points below. 


 
Critical essays should demonstrate knowledge of content and reasoning, and you should clearly draw a conclusion based on existing scholarly literature. 

 
It is expected that your entire submission be a minimum of 700 words to receive full credit and that you include a list of at least three scholarly sources of information. You do not need to include the writing prompts in your submission, as they will not be included in the word count.
 
All submissions should adhere to APA (7th ed.) writing guidelines for formatting in-text citations and a Reference page of sources. 

 
*****
 
1. What does it mean for a punishment to be “cruel and unusual”?
 
2.  Based on your research of the topic, does use of ______ (insert one topic listed above that you want to focus on) violate the Cruel and Unusual Punishments Clause in the 8th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution? Why or why not?
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