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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction
Each chapter should begin with an introduction outlining what will be included in the chapter and end with a summary. The current APA style (7th edition) uses five different levels of headings to organize your text. These are all listed on p. 48 of the APA Publication Manual. You must use APA format for all headings. However, each chapter will be titled in all caps. See the example below. [image: Diagram, text

Description automatically generated]
Background
The background section should be 1-3 paragraphs and should include the problem statement. The problem statement should provide the reader with enough information for the reader to understand the background of the problem. In-text citations should be used to support statements with evidence from existing literature. The problem should be clearly and objectively identified with concise language and clearly defined. 
Purpose 
Describe the purpose of your paper. Connect the introduction and the background information that logically explains the purpose of your research. What do you hope to achieve? What is the significance of the proposed research? The purpose statement should use key identifier words to signal the reader, such as “The purpose of the proposed research… is to…” The purpose statement should clearly indicate the research question and should explain the purpose and the methodology of the research. The purpose should be aligned with and complement the problem statement and address specifics such as who, what, where, when, and how.
Research Questions
You should have at least one research question. Provide a brief introductorystatementthat restates the purpose of the research.Include a transition sentence that leads to the research question. For example, this research will be guided by the following research question:
1. How do perceived leadership behaviors influence workplace performance and organizational commitment? 
Definitions
This section should clearly define any terminology you will be using in your study. Write definitions in complete sentences, in alphabetical order, in your own words. Definitions must be cited. Define terms directly related to the topic that are not commonly used or understood. Examples are provided below. 
Attrition. The student dropout or discontinuation from an educational program. Burke (2019) describes attrition as a failure “to persist” (p. 13). 
[bookmark: _Hlk67148893]Emotional intelligence. An individual’s ability to perceive and manage emotions within self and others (Salovey & Mayer, 1990). 
Resilience. The ability to recover and adapt positively to adversity, stressful situations, or hardship (Sarrionandia et al., 2018).
Theoretical Framework
	The Theoretical Framework should connect your topic to at least one relevant theory established in the context of the literature. It is the lens through which your research topic is examined. For example, if your research question and purpose focus is on student learning and competency, find at least one theory related to competency-based learning, simulation experiences, or adult learning. If your research question focuses on employee retention or crisis management, consider theories related to those concepts.
Summary
The conclusion of should summarize the key insights from the literature, connecting the literature back to the background problem and research questions. 
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Insert your references here. Examples of some common types of references follow; see APA Chapter 10 (pp. 313–354) for more details. 
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Online periodical (journal article)
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (2018). Title of article. Title of Periodical,xx(x), xxx–xxx. https://doi.org/xxxxxx


Printed periodical (journal article) without a DOI – uncommon for recent literature
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (2019). Title of article. Title of Periodical,xx(x), xxx–xxx.
Nonperiodical (book)
Author, A. A. (2014). Title of work. Publisher.
Chapter in a book
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (1994). Title of chapter. In A. Editor, B. Editor, & C. Editor (Eds.), Title of book (pp. xxx–xxx). Publisher.

The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association,7th Edition, Chapter 10, includes numerous examples of reference list entries. A guide to common reference list entry types is available at:https://apastyle.apa.org/instructional-aids/reference-guide.pdf
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Each chapter will end with a brief summary of what was covered in the chapter.

This may seem redundant but is required for the final paper.




