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Classical Ethical Theories
Classical ethical theories offer an individual a framework for making decisions. When one adopts any of the theories, they will address indecisiveness during decision-making. In addition, the theories will help a person make optimal decisions that will result in the desired outcomes. However, there is a need to understand the classical ethical theories before implementing them in decision-making. The paper will offer a synopsis of the three classical ethical theories. 
Utilitarianism
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, there is utilitarianism which contends the decision of if an action is appropriate or inappropriate is determined by the outcomes (Byskov, 2018). The theory is linked to philosophers John Stuart Mill and Jeremy Bentham. The theory asserts that the most ethical decision is one which leads to the most good for the majority of individuals. The theory helps to justify the use of military force. For instance, if going to war will result in the death of a few people but benefit many individuals in the long term, then it is an ethical choice. In the organizational setting, if firing a few employees will increase the operating margins and prevent a business from collapsing, then such a decision is ethical. However, there are different limitations associated with utilitarianism. For instance, it is not possible to predict the future. Therefore, there is no certainty in the outcomes of an action. Another limitation of utilitarianism is that it fails to consider values such as individual rights and justice. That is because it does not address the needs of the few affected by an action negatively. 
Deontology
The second theory is deontology, which is based on elements of moral rules and duty (Tseng & Wang, 2021). Notably, the theory is associated with the philosopher Emmanuel Kant. According to the theory, actions are inherently right or wrong regardless of their consequences. Therefore, a person will have to weigh the costs and benefits of an action before making a decision. The process of assessing an action will be based on a set of well-defined rules. Deontology directly contrasts utilitarianism, whose primary focus is the consequence of an action. An upside associated with deontology is that it incorporates values in decision-making. Also, the theory eliminates subjectivity when making decisions. Even so, deontology is rigid and is not an optimal method of decision-making in some cases. There are instances where a person needs to perform an unethical act for the benefit of many people. 
Virtual Ethics
Thirdly, there is the theory of virtual ethics which urges individuals to lead a moral life by cultivating virtuous mannerisms. The theory was put forwards by Aristotle and ancient Greeks. According to the theory, a person will become virtuous through practice. When people practice honesty, just, bravery, and generosity, they will develop an admirable character (Cuellar, 2023). After the individual hones virtuous habits, they will make the correct choice when faced with an ethical dilemma. Notably, the theory offers an individual a way of behaving ethically without needing specific rules.  
Conclusion
In summary, the classical ethical theories offer insight into how a person should make decisions when faced with ethical dilemmas. For instance, utilitarianism asserts that the individual should assess the outcomes of their actions. As for deontology, it stresses the need to follow rules and fulfil one's duty. Virtual ethics contends that a person should seek to cultivate values such as honesty, braveness, and generosity. When a person gain proficiency in the values, they will make ethical choices. 
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