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Literature Review Resources
Environment is a core aspect of child development as it shapes their cognitive aspects and perspectives. Environment as a component of child’s development is important in early childhood education setting because it dictates the quality of education that a child will get and determine their progression in school. The purpose of this literature review is to identify and annotate different sources on evidence about the effects of environment, especially classroom environment, on early childhood education. 
	1
	Reference
Arabyat, A. B. (2020). The Impact of the Quality Designed Learning Environment on a Child's Behavior in Kindergarten Stage. Journal of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 10(6). 

	

	
	Permalink
https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/the-impact-of-the-quality-designed-learning-environment-on-a-childs-behavior-in-kindergarten-stage-51855.html

	

	
	Annotation
In this source, the author argues that children in early years of their childhood require an ambience to allow them use the best of their childhood. The article asserts that early childhood development is the key to social development and this happens largely between ages of 0 to 6. Therefore, the physical environment in education settings and experiences during the preschool years has a great influence on the overall conduct and behavior of a child. The aim of this study is to demonstrate the need for civil construction designers and engineers to develop environments that enhance the ambience and allow children to get their potential. The article argues that part of the designing such environments requires input and participation of students. The study notes that effective environments to nurture child’s early development require better approaches where the experience of these preschoolers should be considered and form the basis of an appropriate environment. The design for such settings should be bases on the organization of the environment, the selection of materials and methods and detail solutions that are founded on the experiences of the kindergarten students. The implication is that any design for this environment must mirror or reflect the experiences and expected perceptions of early preschoolers. 
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	Reference
Nguyen, T., Ansari, A., Pianta, R. C., Whittaker, J. V., Vitiello, V. E., & Ruzek, E. (2020). The classroom relational environment and children’s early development in preschool. Social Development, 29(4), 1071-1091. DOI: 10.1111/sode.12447

	


	
	
Permalink
https://earlylearningnetwork.unl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-UVA-Classroom-Relational-Environment-and-Childrens-Early-Dev-in-Preschool.pdf

	

	
	Annotation
In this study, the authors focus on the role of relational environment on child’s development. The study contends that many researches have focused on environmental quality and its impact on early childhood development in educational settings. Nguyen et al. (2020) opine that while previous studies have focused on the physical environment and its impact on child’s development, many have ignored the relational environment between the preschooler and their teacher. The aim of this study is to bridge this gap in literature and demonstrate that teacher-child interactions as part of the relational environment is key to better development of a child in early educational settings. The main findings from this source demonstrate the effective roles that teacher-child relational environment plays in enhancing school readiness outcomes of interests. The researchers show that children who develop closer relationships with their preschool teacher have increased chances of succeeding by improving in nine out of the 11 areas of interest. The study is important to the topic as it illustrates that environment has serious impacts on early childhood development.
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	Reference
Roubinov, D. S., Bush, N. R., Hagan, M. J., Thompson, J., & Boyce, W. T. (2020). Associations between classroom climate and children's externalizing symptoms: The moderating effect of kindergarten children's parasympathetic reactivity. Development and psychopathology, 32(2), 661-672. DOI: 10.1017/S095457941900052X

	


	
	Permalink
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6957767/
	

	
	Annotation
According to this source, school classrooms and the psychological as well as learning climates associated, are environments with immense enrichment with possibilities to promote children’s socioemotional and behavioral health. The study, using a sample of 19 kindergarten children, focuses on if a child’s parasympathetic reactivity influenced the association between classroom climate and externalizing symptoms. The study advances that classrooms are critical social settings that affect a child’s mental health. However, the authors argue that individual differences on physiological reactivity may make children more or less susceptible to classroom situations. Using two different approaches to find the association between a child’s environment and the externalization of their conduct, the researchers demonstrate that the physical setting has significant impact on increasing a child’s exposure to these aspects. The findings suggest that teacher-dominated practices are associated with increased externalizing symptoms among more reactive children. However, the study demonstrates that less reactive children with increased teacher-dominated management of classroom approaches had reduced externalizing effect. Therefore, a consideration of a child’s physiological reactivity helps in understanding the salience of the classroom environment in their mental health development in particular and overall cognitive development in general. This study is essential as it demonstrates the need for teachers to use the most effective approaches between student-centered and teacher-centered to attain expected outcomes from the classroom environment. The study shows that children can have effective interactions in classrooms and enhance their overall development in different aspects of life and interactions in various areas. 
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	Reference
Şahin, İ. T., Tantekin-Erden, F., & Akar, H. (2011). The influence of the physical environment on early childhood education classroom management. Eurasian Journal of Educational Research, 44, 185-202.

	


	
	Permalink
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/262004897_The_Influence_of_the_Physical_Environment_on_Early_Childhood_Education_Classroom_Management

	

	
	Annotation
In this study, the researchers note that past researchers have focused on the relationship between the size of the class or the physical environment and academic success. However, limited studies exist about the perception of early childhood teachers on the effect of physical environment on managing their classrooms. As such, this study focuses on the role of physical environment of the classroom on the management of classroom by getting perspectives from early childhood teachers. The study aims at understanding teachers’ perceptions concerning factors that impact the management practices in their classroom, and the effects of the physical environment on early childhood education learners. It also examines the interactions between teachers and students and offers suggestions from teachers on how to improve the physical environment to enhance the development of early learners. The study’s findings suggest that teachers should nurture positive attributes to enhance overall interactions between early childhood learners and their physical environments. The study notes that teachers should focus on strategies that make the physical environment more interactive and able to develop learners who are ready to explore their abilities. The study shows the critical role of incorporating both teacher-centered and student-centered approaches to enhance the desirability of the learning environment. 
The study advances the dissertation topic as it illustrates the role of teachers in developing an appropriate and desirable environment to improve early education and learning for children. 
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	Reference
Obaki, S. O. (2017). Impact of Classroom Environment on Children's Social Behavior. International Journal of Education and Practice, 5(1), 1-7.
DOI: 10.18488/journal.61/2017.5.1/61.1.1.7
	


	
	Permalink
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1209957.pdf

	

	
	Annotation
In this article, the researcher asserts that lack of activities and interesting learning areas can have negative effects the development of a child’s social behaviors. The author emphasizes that the design of a classroom and the careful selection of materials by teachers for learning areas lead to increased levels of engagement of children in learning activities in class session. The study findings suggest that physical classroom environment has significant impact on the development of early childhood learners. For instance, grouping children based on their interests in various learning areas allows them to develop different skills and positive attitude towards each other within the groups and even among the class members. The engagement in different learning areas within the classroom environment allows them to develop and enhance their language skills, reading abilities and listening skills, especially numerical attributes and acquisition of general knowledge in different subject matters. The study is emphatic that participative learning is critical to attainment of better outcomes in such settings. Based on a systematic review of literature, the author emphasizes the role of having an effective learning environment set in the classroom by teachers in collaboration with the students. 
The study is essential in this dissertation since it offers more evidence on the role of the classroom environment on the overall child’s development. The author demonstrates the need for teachers to develop environments that will enhance learning of social and cognitive skills and abilities to enhance the overall ability of children. The article notes that a friendly classroom environment is key to helping a child attain positive social behaviors and interact with others in the most effective manner while learning and improving their conduct. 
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Conclusion
Understanding the role of physical classroom environment in early education situations is critical for all stakeholders, especially teachers and students. The physical classroom environment has significant effects on the development of early learners in different settings. The environment helps early learners to develop cognitive skills, social behaviors, and other aspects to aid in their education and attain better learning outcomes. As demonstrated, teachers and other stakeholders must focus on ways to have effective learning environments to improve different skills among the early childhood learners. The annotation shows that having sufficient evidence will be critical in helping advance the advantages of the need to develop a better learning environment. 
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