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Assignment Overview
Unit 3 - Discussion Board

Primary Response: Within the Discussion Board area,
write 200-250 words that respond to the following
questions with your thoughts, ideas, and comments.
This will be the foundation for future discussions by your
classmates. Be substantive and clear, and use examples
to reinforce your ideas.

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
of 1996 (HIPAA) is a federal law created to protect a
patient's medical data (including electronic health record
[EHRY]). HIPAA ensures that patients have the right to
control the following:

e Who can access their medical data
e To whom that medical data can be released

The following video explains what HIPAA is and why it is
vital (Compliance Junction, 2022):

Why HIPAA Compliance.i...
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* Unintentional HIPAA violations can also result from cultural norms
developing due to a lack of refresher training.

* Healthcare organizations can still issue sanctions against you for
HIPAA violations even if your lack of knowledge is their fault
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Covered entities (e.g., health plans, healthcare
clearinghouses, and healthcare providers) share and
release patient medical data for the following purposes:

e Treatment
® Payment
e Healthcare operations

For all other releases of patient medical data, a covered
entity must gain patient consent. Patients can object to
their data being released or shared.

You work as an office assistant in a private medical
practice. One of your duties is talking to patients about
new EHR and HIPAA rules. Using the video above, your
reading assignments, and what you have learned this
week, address the following:

e Describe the difference between the following:
o HIPAA Privacy Rules
o HIPAA use
o HIPAA disclosure of information
e Share an example of how HIPAA protects medical
information in an EHR.
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