Interview Questions for Juvenile Delinquency
Is the changing nature and structure of American homes helping cause juvenile delinquency?

1. Some info about yourself and your career/background?
2. To what extent do you believe having both parents within a household effects juvenile delinquency?
3. What are your thoughts/experiences on/with juvenile delinquency in single parent households?
4. What are your thoughts/experiences on/with juvenile delinquency in two parent households?
5. How does culture influence juvenile delinquency in single/two parent households?
6. Thoughts on juvenile delinquency in households with parents of same sex?
7. Your thoughts on juvenile delinquency varying amongst different ethnicities?
8. Your thoughts on juvenile delinquency varying amongst different religions?
9. What age do you see juveniles become delinquents?
10. What are some of the patterns you have seen between girls and boys who are juvenile delinquents?
11. Do sports, clubs, and other extracurricular activities decrease juvenile delinquency in your experience?
12. Could a parent form a delinquent?
13. Where does juvenile delinquency start with? Stealing? Hitting? Cursing/Verbal Abuse?
14. How can an abusive parent breed a delinquent?
15. How has the school system added and/or subtracted to juvenile delinquency?
16. The difference between juvenile delinquency before Covid-19 pandemic and after?


1. I am Wendy Jackson and I work for Dekalb County School System as the Media Specialist Asst. during the day and afterschool I am the Director of our Afterschool Program (Flatrock Elementary School).
I have worked for Dekalb County for 10 years and I have been the Director of the After School Program for 7 years. As the During the day, we see about 5 classes of 25-30 kids a day and in my after-school program I supervise about 50-75 kids a day.
2. I think it plays a significant part in a juvenile life in some of the child’s decision making and the way they love and feel love.  Also, how they respond to conflict and how they respond to being abandoned and being alone, therefore they look for love in the wrong places.
3. My experience with juvenile delinquency in single-parent homes are two-fold.  I see one side where the child is very mature, think they are adult in the household, very argumentative with authority, and very head strong.  And then there’s the child that the parent won’t let grow up, so they allow them to do whatever they want to do because, the mom is overcompensating trying to be the mom and the dad; therefore, they become reckless. 
4. My experience with a juvenile delinquency with a two-parent household is that the struggle starts at home with the parents. One of the parents is trying to keep the child on the straight and narrow and the other is too lenient. The child knows the struggle and plays the parents and continues to wreak habit in public. 
5. I think the culture influences juvenile delinquency a lot. They are constantly on the different media outlets, seeing all these different things that they want and cannot have, so they go do things that they feel like they must do in order to obtain it. They feel like they are not a part of the culture if they don’t have some of the things that the culture has.  
6. N/A
7.   I feel as though they don’t get judge as harshly as African American Juvenile Delinquent. They are always giving excuses for their behavior, whereas African Americans are normally already guilty before they even get a trial.
8. N/A
9. I have seen them as young as 7 years old. We had a leader of a gang in our school in the 2nd grade. But the 4th grade is when I see it become more consistent with, the delinquency.
10. Some patterns that I have seen amongst juvenile delinquents are…they are very mature for their age, they are angry, they are dis-respectful to authority, they are runners
11. Yes, sports, clubs and extra-curriculum activities sometimes help with delinquents when they are consistent.  If they are not consistent, it does not help. 
12. Yes, a parent can form a delinquent.  A lot of our parents we service are still delinquents themselves and are instilling those values in their children.
13. It could start with any of those, stealing, hitting, cursing, verbal abuse, mental abuse. Any of those things can lead to a child becoming a delinquent.
14. An abusive parent can breed a delinquent because, they are raising an Angry and afraid child.  And we already said 1 of the patterns of a delinquent child is being angry.  Building that anger up inside can manifest in a delinquent way.
15. The school system is the voice of reason for the child. But unfortunately, the school system is the loudest voice for the child.  The school system offers a lot of resources to help the child and the family, but that child and the family must be willing to accept the help and do the work to turn things around.

