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In her essay “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema,” Laura Mulvey argues that “The magic of Hollywood cinema at its best (and all the cinema which fell within its sphere of influence) arose . . . from its skilled and satisfying manipulation of visual pleasure” (16). Mulvey suggests that the pleasure of cinema takes two primary forms: “The first, scopophilic, arises from pleasure in using another person as an object of sexual stimulation through sight. The second, developed through narcissism and the constitution of the ego, comes from identification with the image seen” (18). Mulvey’s goal in using psychoanalytic theory to explicate cinema is that it “can at least advance our understanding of the status quo, of the patriarchal order in which we are caught” (15). Mulvey, that is, wants to highlight the ways in which Hollywood cinema reflects and reinforces traditional notions of male and female through the ways that looking is organized for the viewer.
Write an essay in which you use Rear Window as an example to help you think through Mulvey’s arguments about Hollywood cinema. As you did with Assignment 1, you should think about your potential audience as someone who is sympathetic but has not read Mulvey. You’ll need to begin, therefore, by working closely with Mulvey’s text, through summary, paraphrase, and quotation, in order to help your reader understand what is important about her essay. Then you can explore the ways that Rear Window serves to illustrate Mulvey’s arguments. Mulvey, of course, has begun that task herself, but you should see how you can further extend and develop her analysis of the film. How does Rear Window deploy the power of the look? 
