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Read the "Student Success Story." After you read the story, answer the following: 

1. What do you think is the most important thing Jeannine did to change her situation and start to improve at school? Now that you are a graduate student, 

2. What are the lessons you learned during your undergraduate career that you will apply to your graduate studies to ensure you get the most out of this experience?

The DQ response must be 130-140 words and have at least one citation and one reference in APA format. These two questions should total 130-140 words
Student Success Story
Jeannine was excited to be back in school. It had been over 20 years since she dropped out of college to start her family. She was also excited to graduate as soon as she could so she could get the promotion her manager promised her once she graduates. The pay increase would help a lot…and she was ready for a new challenge at work.

Half way through her first class, her excitement started to wane a bit. She started to realize working full time, taking care of her family, and going to school was no easy task. The online learning environment was also new to her and presented some unexpected challenges.

As the weeks went on, she started to get more and more behind and her work was not to the level she expected of herself. Jeannine started to wonder if online education was really for her.

The more she thought about the challenges she was experiencing and the possibility of dropping out the more she remembered her goal to graduate and receive her bachelor’s degree. She had waited for over two decades to accomplish this goal…she wasn’t going to let it slip away now.

Jeannine sat down and wrote out all the problems she was facing. She made a list of problems along with possible solutions to each problem. She thought about how she had power to make changes and take control of her situation. She had started to feel helpless when the problems piled up, but after she made the list, she realized she had the ability to control the situation.

The first thing Jeannine did was call her academic counselor. She told her counselor all the things she was struggling with. Jeannine got some great advice on how to manage her time better and how to navigate the online learning environment. Her counselor also made her feel like she wasn’t alone and wasn’t the only person who was struggling. This really boosted her confidence. With this advice Jeannine wrote out a schedule which indicated all the times she would sit down and focus on school. She made specific times to check and post in the discussion forum. She also made sure to review and start all the assignments early in the week so they wouldn’t creep up on her and have to be completed in a rush. Doing these things took a lot of pressure off of Jeannine and she started doing better on her assignments because she was no longer procrastinating.

Next Jeannine asked her teenage daughter to teach her how to use the online learning tools better. Jeannine was not “tech savvy” and she felt kind of intimidated by the online learning environment…she was just afraid she would break it if she did something “wrong.” Her daughter sat down with her for an hour on a few different occasions just to play around with the online tools so Jeannine could feel more comfortable. She soon found that she understood how to find things and navigate efficiently. Jeannine’s fears for using the tools quickly went away and she was figuring things out for herself in no time. She just needed a little more time and practice.

Initially Jeannine also struggled with her writing skills. She hadn’t written an academic paper in years and had forgotten a lot of the intricacies. She started to take some extra time and review some of the tutorials and resources in the online student resources section of her online classroom. There she practiced her writing skills and made sure to implement the things she learned into her actual assignments. She noticed that her writing started to improve. She was articulating her ideas much more clearly and writing became less of a chore. She was really starting to get control of this “being a student” thing.
By the end of her first class, Jeannine was more excited than ever to be a college student. She still had some struggles, but she was overcoming them…she knew she would just keep on improving over time and would eventually reach her goal of being a college graduate.

Jeannine learned that despite the obstacles she faced, she could still take control and do specific things to overcome them.

Assessment Description: This Question has nothing to do with the story above!!! This question should be answered independently.
Networking is a vital way to market yourself. Online networking is an accessible way to make connections with people in your field. How do you plan on taking advantage of the online forums available to you as a GCU graduate student? How can attending events, meetings, or conferences relevant to the industry you work in (or would like to work in) assist you in staying motivated?

The DQ above response must be 130-140 words and have at least one citation and one reference in APA form
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