1.The USA Patriot Act is a law passed shortly after Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in the United States that gave law enforcement agencies broad powers to investigate, indict, and bring terrorists to justice. It also led to increased penalties for committing and supporting terrorist crimes.
The provisions of the PATRIOT Act that I think are most important gave federal officials new surveillance authority in terrorism cases, as well as the ability to conduct searches of property without the consent or knowledge of the owner or occupant. Increased federal authority to freeze financial assets of suspected terror groups and individuals. When you have the ability to freeze accounts it’s hard to move money to advance in buying weapons and funding illegal businesses. The fact that we are able to conduct surveillance to get more knowledge on what terrorist groups are up to and to be able to try our best to stop it before it even starts and making it hard to get finances for their destruction is very important provision in the PATRIOTS Act.
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2nd classmates post:
The USA Patriot Act is a law passed shortly after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in the United States that gave law enforcement agencies broad powers to investigate, indict, and bring terrorists to justice.
* The most significant provisions of the Patriot Act :
Expanded access to personal records held by third parties
One of the most significant provisions of the Patriot Act makes it far easier for the authorities to gain access to records of citizens' activities being held by a third party.
The Patriot Act, however, unconstitutionally amends the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure to allow the government to conduct searches without notifying the subjects, at least until long after the search has been executed. This means that the government can enter a house, apartment or office with a search warrant when the occupants are away, search through their property, take photographs, and in some cases even seize property - and not tell them until later.
The USA Patriot Act deters and punishes terrorist attacks in the United States and abroad through enhanced law enforcement and strengthened money laundering prevention. It also allows the use of investigative tools designed for organized crime and drug trafficking prevention for terrorism investigations.
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3. At the governmental level, the FBI is the forefront agency for responding to acts of domestic terrorism. Domestic terrorism is the unlawful use, or threatened use of force or violence by a group or individual terrorist stationed or operating within the U.S. or its territories, without foreign administration, performed against persons or property, in order to intimidate or coerce the government, civilian population, or any division therefrom, to forward a political or social objective. The 2001 PATRIOT Act gave police a stronger ability to search, lay a hold of, detain, and listen in on their pursuit of possible terrorist(s). According to Chapter 20, page 670 of our reading, "The law expanded the FBI’s wiretapping and electronic surveillance authority and allowed nationwide jurisdiction for search warrants and electronic surveillance devices, including legal expansion of those devices to e-mail and the Internet." I think this change in jurisdiction is significant to the FBI investigation process, it allows them to dig deeper for evidence that could potentially involve a terrorist attack. Terrorists could be exchanging information about their plans through emails and saving key information on their devices. I think the most important provision of the PATRIOT Act would be their expansion of the FBI's authority, as well as investigators or other law enforcements ability to use the tools available to further investigate organized crime and drug trafficking. This also coincides with the provision that allows the sharing of information and cooperation among governmental agencies. One example of this is the law enforcements use of wiretaps, which allows them to monitor the behavior of a potential terrorists and record them. President Obama revised the Patriot Act in 2011 which gave authorities more tools to investigate these crimes. If criminal investigators had the ability to use these provisions sooner, a terrible tragedy like 9/11 could have been prevented. Investigators could've used surveillance of the internet and email to possibly obtain information of the terrorists plan of attack.
Kären M. Hess. Criminal Investigation. Innovative Systems Publishers. 1987. Chapter 20: Terrorism and Homeland Security. (pg. 670-671).


