English 3P Comp
The Crucible
Activity 23: Developing a Position 

Pre-Writing:

The Crucible presents a series of power plays between several characters who have different social, educational, gender, age, wealth, religious and strength status.  

	Writing Task Checklist

	1. Choose a major character
2. Evaluate how that character assumes(takes on or gets), utilizes(uses), and maintains(keeps) (or loses) power throughout the play
3. Refer to the character’s development of power throughout the play
4. Cite evidence from at least two acts
5. Support claims/assertions with evidence from the texts, and
Support evidence with your reasoning/rationale 
0. Write for a well-educated person who is familiar with The Crucible but hasn’t read French and Raven’s article about power bases



You will write an essay addressing the use and abuse of power.  You will be writing about how this character uses their own power and how power is used against them by other characters.  Take time in the essay to discuss/point out how they develop as a character because of this.  Please refer to the “French and Raven’s Five Forms of Power” article and to the play The Crucible itself for evidence and analysis. Cite evidence from at least two acts of the play.

Step one is the thesis statement.  You will write a thesis statement about how you think your character uses or abuses power and about how power is used against him. 

Prewriting:
	How does John Proctor use power against others in the play?
	

	How is power used against him?
	

	Which power is used the most?
	



Thesis Statement:
	In the play, (name of your character) uses (example of how they used power) against (character they used power over), but later (example of how power was used against your character)  by (character that used power over your character).




	Reason/Topic 1--
	___ uses (type of power base) to control ___ because ___(write your opinion here)___.


	Reason/Topic 2--
	___ uses (type of power base) over ___ because ___(write your opinion here)___.
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