g Pharaoh Akhentaton
ghter

n Disc representing the god Aton.
hold the “ankh,” the Egyptian

representin

A stone carving from the Temple of Amarna
bably accompanied by their dau

(ca. 1380-1312 8.c.) and Queen Nefertiti, pro
on the far left, in the act of worshipping the Su
The sun’s rays terminate in hands, two of which

hieroglyph and sign for “life.”

10 God and the Early Hebrews

In '
oy flsv S:Cti);?w Bible or (?]Id Testament, the name “Hebrew” is first applied to
Ing patriarch Abram (“exalted f i
ol atriarc . | ather”), later called Ab
e oer <<>)fa g' Snntl:‘ltltude of nat.lons), a ninth-generation descendant of rSc_jhhear;n
foc. T nomadicriﬁ sons who is considered to be the progenitor of the Sem"
aracter of the early Hebrews, described in several places i:;

the Old Testament,

<
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“ - " a
documents of the early second millennium B.C. to nomad; callsfvan"(';?g:i' or
word phonetically identical with “Hebrew” and meaning L el
“outsider.” When the Hebrews finally settled and became a nation,
took the name “Israelites” (“Children of Israel”), just as other Habiru groups

me known as Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, and Midianites.

A. HEBREW ORIGINS: THE PATRIARCHS

The following selections from the Book of Genesis describe the two most
Important episodes in the patriarchal history of the Hebrews: the wandering of
Abraham and his family (about 1800 8.c.) from Ur in Sumer to the promised
land of Canaan, and the descent into Egypt (about 1700 8.c.) of a group of
Hebrews, fleeing famine, who followed the call of Joseph, son of Jacob (also
called lIsrael) and great-grandson of Abraham. Modern scholars attribute
Joseph's rise to power in Egypt, and the hospitable reception of his father's
people there, to the presence of the mainly Semitic Hyksos, a multi-ethnc con-

federation of northern peoples that came to dominate Egypt by the eighteenth
century s.c.

Abraham: The First Patriarch

Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran;
and Haran begat Lot. And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his
nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees. And Abram and Nahor took them wives; the
name of Abram’s wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor’s wife, Milcah, the
daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. But Sarai was
barren, she had no child.

And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son’s son, and
Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife: and they went forth with them
from Ur of the Chaldees, to go unto the land of Canaan; and they came unto
Haran, and dwelt there. And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years;
and Terah died in Haran.

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, and unto a land that I will show thee:
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing; And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. '

So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with
him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.
And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, ;mq all their substance
that they had gathered, and the souls that they hfld gotten in Ha.r;m; and [hey:
went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into' the landﬂot Canaan they
came. And Abram passed through the land unto the place ©f Shechem, unto
the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.
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bram, and said, Unto thy seed will [ give thi

d unto him, Apg

to the Lord, who appeare ' .

land: and there builded he 3?03:“‘"‘1::"&" on the east of Beth-el and pntf:hed his

he removed from thencetl‘:: west, and Hai on the east; and there he buddgd an

o hamchLtg;:ll gx?d called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram joy;.
altar unto the '

. 2 the south....
neyed, going on still toward

And the Lord appeared unto A

Joseph: The Migration to Egypt

is journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba, and
:;:rel;m s:lcrtig:; l::(]: the éod of his father [saac. And ng spake unto Israe] in
the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he saxc!, Here am 1. And he
said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; and | will
there make of thee a great nation, 1 will go down with thee into Egypt; and
I'will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine
eyes.
| ’ And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their

seed brought he with him into Egypt.... All th
Egypt, which came out of his loins, besid
threescore and SIX; .,

e souls that came with Jacob into
es Jacob's sons’ wives, all the souls were

brethre + Pehold, € are in the land of Goshen. And he took some of hj
unto hi:‘bcr::;rh mengand presented them unto Pharaoh. And Pharz;:h 'Is‘:y

e 1 i haraoh,
Servants are Shephexl?a;ol:hyour Occupation? And they said unto Pha

We, and also our fathers, They said morcoL':‘;c no
¢ land are we come; for thy servants




10 GOD AND THE EARLY HEBREWS 57

pasture for their flocks; for the famine j i Canaan
fomAvnV; ;;x:y th}e:, let thy servangs dwl:ﬂs?nrcdl:: tl?:dh:? gfish i
araoh spake unto Joseph saying, Thy father andcr:i:y breth
: . ren are

have not attained unto the days of the :
i So s years of the life of my fa i
of their pilgrimage. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and wr;yr ot:: rs u:n th’;:c ?:2

Pharaoh.
And Joseph placed his father and his brethren possessi
- and .
the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the lan;nof g}:::a::sma: Pharaol:) rllulg
commanded. And Joseph nourished his father, and his breth;en and all his
father's household, with bread, according to their families. ’

B. BONDAGE AND DELIVERANCE

The Hebrews in Egypt experienced a sudden reversal of their fortunes after
about 1570 s.c. when the first pharaoh of the Eighteenth Dynasty succeeded
in ousting the Hyksos. Under a pharaoh “which knew not Joseph,” the
Hebrews became state slaves and were forced to build fortress-cities in the
Delta. After approximately a century and a half of oppression, God called on
Moses to be his instrument in freeing the Hebrews from bondage. In answer
to Moses’ request, God tells him that his name YHWH, a form of the verb “to
be” that is usually written Yahweh or Jehovah (most English translations of
the Old Testament follow the practice, begun by Jewish priests who consid-
ered the name too sacred to be pronounced, of substituting the word
“Lord”). Shortly after 1300 s.c., Moses led the “mixed multitude” in a dra-
matic escape across the Sea of Reeds (erroneously translated “Red Sea”), a
shallow estuary of the Gulf of Suez, and into “the wilderness” of Sinai.

Bondage in Egypt

And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that generation. And the children
of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and muldplied, and waxed
exceeding mighty, and the land was filled with them.

NOW there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. And
he. $aid unto his people, Behold the people of the children of Israel are more and
Mightier than we: Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they mulaply, and
" come to pass that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our
chemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land. Theretore

From
Exodug .3, 6, 12-14; the King James Version of the Bible
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: ers to afflict them with their burdens, Apq they
thfy did sgho:a:hth;:s::f":;;’ Pithom and Raamses. But the more the;
:E]?Ztef:rthcr:, the more they multiplied and Srew: And the}"Were grieved
because of the children of Israel. And t.he. Emnans n'mde the children 9{ Israe]
to serve with rigor; And they made their lives pxnsr with hard i me.
tar, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the fiel service,
wherein they made them serve, was with rigor.. ..

bondage,
d; all their

God’s Call to Moses

And it came to pass in process of time, that th
children of Egypt sighed by reason of the bon
fy came up unto God by reason o
groaning, and God remembered his c

e king of Egypt died: ang the
dage, and they cried, and their
f the bondage, Ang God heard

their
ovenant with Abmham, with Isaac

ites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the
Jebusites, Now, therefore, behold the cry of the children of Israel is come unto
Me: and [ have 4150 seen the oppressions wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.
Come now therefore, and | will send thee u A
forth my People the children of Israel out of Egypt.
03¢5 said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Phax?oh, and
:h.a t 1 shoulg bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? And he said, Cer-
tainly 1 wi be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that [ have sent
thee: When ¢,

i - rou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God
upon thig Mountajn

————

A\
1. Named S$ing thewhere uy e B0k 6F Cierneac
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th‘:yl:nh:iu GSZJ t:;(rin : ot s his name? Wihat shll | say unto them?

children of Israel IA:/:LI:‘};OSCS' | AM THAT I AM: Thus sale thou ;3)' unto the

Thus shalt thou ’53Y unto th:e:l:ﬂr::cﬁmﬁly ou.lAnd God aid morcover unto Moses
ot Isracl, The Lord God of your fathers, th

God of Abraham, the God of lsafac, and the Gpd of Jacob, hath scri’to :xrc untc:;'ouf

[ will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall come: to
pass @t, when ye go, ye shall not go empty: But every woman shall borrow of
h;r ml::jgh bo;, a]?d of her t:‘“ sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels
of gold, and raiment: and ye shall put them upo '
daughters; and ye shall spoil the Egyptians.... pon your sons and upon your
And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the Lord: And
I apPeued unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God
Almighty; but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. And I have
also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the

land of their pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers....
The Escape

Now the sojoumning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four
hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred
and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the
Lord went out from the land of Egypt. It is a night to be much observed unto
the Lord for bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this is that night of the
Lord to be observed of all the children of Israel in their generations....

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led
them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was
near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war,
and they return to Egypt: But God led the people about, through the way of
the wilderness of the Red Sea: and the children of Israel went up harmessed out
of the land of Egypt. And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he
had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and
ye shall surely carry up my bones away hence with you. And they took their
journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness.
And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the
n“{g‘: and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and

t...

And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of
Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why
have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us? And he made
ready his chariot, and took his people with him: And he took six hundred cho-
sen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of them.
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And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, ‘and hc- pursued afte,
the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with a high hanq, Bgt
the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and c.hanots of Pharaoh, anq p
horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping l?y the sea....
And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up the}r eyes, and
behold, the Egyptians marched after them: and they were sore afraid: and the
children of Israel cried out unto the Lord. And they said unto Moses,- Because
there were no graves in Egypt, has thou taken us away to die in the wilderness?
Wherefore has thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is not this
the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve
the Egyptians? For it had been berter for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we
should die in the wilderness,
| And Moses said unto the people, Fear yet not, stand still, and see the salva-
tion of the Lord, which he will show to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye

have seen today, yet shall see them no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for
you, and ye shall hold your peace...,

And the Angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and

went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face and
stood behind them: And it came between the cam

it came to pass, that in the morning watch the Lord looked

unto the host of the
Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and tro

ubled the host of the
Egyptians, And took off their chariot wheels, that they draye them heavily: o
that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the Lord fighteth

for them against the Egyptians. .
And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the
Waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and upon thejr

the waters retumed, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and 4] the
host of Pharach that came into the sea after them; there remained not so
much as one of them. Byt the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the
midst of the sea; and the wagers were a wall unto them on their right hand, and
on their left.

Thus the Lord saved Israel out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Isracl saw
the Egyptians dead upon the seashore. And Israel saw that great work which the

Lord did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the Lord, and believed the (
Lord, and his servant Moses.
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C. THE SINA| COVENANT

Because it led to the formation of the nati

Like an eagle bearin i i
to Mount Sinai for the ;?urt;o);zug? ::nns e ol poou e gl
the covenant. These laws are of two S o ough e ol
e B st s o byl e types, absolute and conditional. Absolute
unconditional demands and generalgu:r"ocquTen Commandments: Do
hand, is case law such as we have segn inu:hes e oy on e e
is the detailed regulation of spciet._+ . Cod_e e oy

e society—if or when a drcumstance occurs, th
?:‘Jcemuﬁ?:ﬂ :o‘?sequtince will follow. Most of the many laws of the Cc;ve::n?

; Ollows the Decalogue, are of this iti
reflect a settled agricultural rather than a nomadci? %?ét'%ng;tﬁﬁaﬁiiﬁm
that they are from a period several centuries |ater thc‘;n Moses and the Deca-
k?gue. They {Jear the stamp of the later settled life in Palestine, where Babylo-
nian Fultural mﬂuences—including law—had long been felt. Tt;is is thought to
explain certain similarities between the Covenant Code and the Code of

Hammurabi.

On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone forth out of the
land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai.... and there
Israel encamped before the mountain. And Moses went up to God, and the Lord
called him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of
Jacob, and tell the people of Isracl: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians,
and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore,
if you will obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my own posses-
sion among all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to me a king-
dom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words which you shall speak to
the children of Israel.” ...

And the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today
and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments, and be ready by the third day;
for on the third day the Lord will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sighf of
all the people. And you shall set bounds for the people round about, saying,
‘Take heed that you do not go up into the mountain or touch the border of it;
whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death; no hand shall touch him,
but he shall be stoned or shot: whether beast or man, he shall not live."” When
the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.” So Moses
went down from the mountain to the people, and consecrated the people; Jyxd
they washed their garments. And he said to the people, "Be ready by the third

day; do not go near 2 woman.”

'."fﬂm Exodys 19-24; the Revised Standard Vemsion of the Bible, copyright 1946, 1952, 1971 by the Division of Chns-
%8 Edycaion of the National Council of the Churches of Christ i the USA Used by permission, All nghts reseeved
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On the moming of the third day there were thunders and lightm}r:gg,,all :
thick cloud upon the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast, so tha the

People who were in the @mp trembled. Then Moses brought the peo

of the camp to meet God; and they took their stand at the foot of the mountaiy,
And Mount Sina

and a

The Ten Commandmengs
ords, sayi

God, who brg t you out of the Jang of Egypt, out
of the house of bondage, i F

“You shall haye 1O other gods before me.?
“You shall no¢ make yourself 5 gra

€ in vaip,
to keep it holy. Six days yoy, sh

4Y i 3 subbath 1o e 1 yey S1all labor, g
You shall nor go any work, you, or

» that your days M3y be Jop
your God giyes you.
“You shall not kill.

“You shall not commit adujtery,
“You shall not steal,

“You shall not bear false wi

2. The existence of other gods 1 here nor denied
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Various Laws of the Covenant Code

No\: d:s;l:atl: t}:‘::}:ﬁmmﬂs 'Wh“ih you shfxll set before them. When you buy
a Hebre ' serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free
for nomg. If he comes in single, he shall go out single; if he comesgin mam'cd'
then his wife shall go out with him. If his master gives him a wife and she bcax;
him sons and daughtth the wife and her children shall be her master’s and he
shall go out alon.e. But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and
my children; I will not go out free," then his master shall bring him to God, and
he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost; and his master shall bore hi's ear
with an awl; and he shall serve him for life.

w\When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall nor go out as the male
ves do. If she does not please her master, who has designated her for himself,
n he shall let her be redeemed; he shall have no right to sell her to a foreign
since he has dealt faithlessly with her. If he designates her for his son, he

th her as with a daughter. If he takes another wife to himself, he shall
or her marital rights. And if he does not do
without payment of

sla
the
Pcopleo
shall deal wi

diminish her food, her clothing,

not
she shall go out for nothing,

these three things for her,

money-
w\Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to death. But if he did
r him, but God let him fall into his hand, then I will appoint for

not lie in wait fo
hich he may flee. But if a man willfully attacks another to kill

you 3 place to w
you shall take him from my altar, that he may die.

him treacherously,
wiWhoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to death.
him or is found in possession of

“Whoever steals a man, whether he sells

him, shall be put to death.
“Whoever curses his father or his mother shall be put to death.

“When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist
and the man does not die but keeps his bed, then if the man rises again and walks
sbroad with his staff, he that struck him shall be clear; only he shall pay for the
Joss of his time, and shall have him thoroughly healed.

“When a man strikes his slave, male or female, with a rod and the slave dies
under his hand, he shall be punished. But if the slave survives a day or two, he is
not to be punished; for the slave is his money.

“When men strive together, and hurt a woman with child, so that there is a
miscarriage, and yet no harm follows, the one who hurt her shall be fined,
according as the woman's husband shall lay upon him; and he shall pay as the
judges determine. If any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, bumn for burn, wound for

wound, stripe for stripe....

g
3 .
This Law, similar to those of Hammurabi (see Selecuon 4), reflects social progress. It subsurutes supulated legal pun
M appropriate to the mjury for the practice of the blood feud common to many archaic societies. Compare, for
mple, the boastful Song of Lamech m Geneus 4:23-24: "'l have slan a man 3 yaung nian tog

wriking me. / If Cain is avenged sevenfold, / truly Lamech sevenry-sevenfold.”

for wounding me,
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“When a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or lets his beg,
loose and it feeds in another man’s field, he shall make restitution from the beg,
in his own field and in his own vineyard....

“For every breach of trust, whether it is for ox, for ass, for sheep, for cloth-
ing, or for any kind of lost thing, of which one says, ‘That is it," the case of both

parties shall come before God; he whom God shall condemn shall pay double to
his neighbor....

“If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall
give the marriage present for her, and make her his wife. If her father utterly
refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money equivalent to the marriage present
for virgins.

“You shall not permit a witch to live....

“You shall not wron

the land of Egypt. You shall not afflict any widow or orphan, If you do afflict

compassionate.. .

“The first-bomn of your sons you shall
with your oxen and with your sheep: seve
the eighth day you shall give it to me....

“Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to
feast of unleavened bread; as I commanded you, you shall eat unleaveneq bread
for seven days at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in it you came
out of Egypt. None shall appear before me empty-handed, You shall keep the
feast of harvest, of the first fruits of your labor, of what You sow in the field, Yo
shall keep the feast of ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in
from the field the fruit of your labor. Three times in the year shall all you,
males appear before the Lord God....

“The first of the first fruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of
the Lord your God. ) "

“You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk....”

Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lo@ and all the ordj.
nances; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, “All the words
which the Lord has spoken we will do.” And Moses wrote all the words of the
Lord.

give to me. You shall do likewise
n days it shall be with its dam: on

me. You shall keep the

O LTI POPCL, SRR e - Teay ™ Vi
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D. THE PEOPLE DEMAND A KING
| “To govern us like all the nations”

: The ineffectiveness of the loose Israelite tribal confederacy in the face of dan-
| ger became fully apparent in the eleventh century. By that time the Philistines,
" who shortly gfter 1200 s.c. had settled along the coast of what is now called

the Gaza Strip, were threatening to conquer all of Palestine. Israel’s fortunes
reached their lowest ebb around 1050 s.c. when the Philistines destroyed the
central sanctuary of the confederacy at Shiloh and caried away the Ark of the
Covenant as a trophy of war. The resulting demand of the people for a more
effective type of centralized government was reinforced by the prevalence of
injustice under the weak rule of judges. “In those days,” we read in Judges
17:6, “there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own
eyes.” This desire to end lawlessness is touched on in the beginning of the fol-
lowing selection, in which the great prophet-judge Samuel, before reluctantly
giving in to the demand of the people for a king, presents the conservative
argument against strong, centralized government.

When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel.... Yet his sons
did not walk in his ways, but tumned aside after gain; they took bribes and per-

verted justice.

Then all the elders of Isracl gathered together and came to Samuel at
Ramah, and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in
your ways; now appoint for us a king to govern us like all the nations.” But
the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govem us.”
And Samuel prayed to the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, “Hearken to
the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected
you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. According to all
deeds which they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of
Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also
doing to you. Now then, hearken to their voice; only, you shall solemnly
wam them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”

So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking a
king from him. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over
you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horse-
men, and to run before his chariots; and he will appoint for himself commanders
of thousands and commanders of fifties, some to plow his ground and to reap his
harvest, and to make him implements of war and the equipment of his chariots.
He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take
the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his
servants. He will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it
* to his officers and to his servants. He will take your menservants and maidser-

vants, and the best of your cattle and your asses, and put them to his work. He
will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in that day you

Fromn [ Samiued g :
Nationy) 8; the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copynght 1946 and 1952. Repnnted by penmision of the
Council of the Churches of Christ.

4
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will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; by, the
Lord will not answer you in that day.”

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; and they said, “Ny
but we will have a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, and that
our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” And when
Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of
the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, “Hearken to their voice, and make them
a king.” Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”

E. THE UNITED KINGDOM OF ISRAEL
“A great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth”

The beginning of the Hebrew monarchy under Saul (1020-1000 s.c.) was not
auspicious. The prey of his own moody nature, jealous of the fame of the boy-
hero David, and plagued by tribal disloyalty and the opposition of Samuel and
the conservatives, Saul died tragically in his last unsuccessful battle with the
Philistines. During the reign of the popular David (1000-961 8.C.), both the
foreign and the domestic problems of Israel were solved. The Philistines were
defeated and restricted to a narrow coastal plain, and among Israel’s other
neighbors, from the Guif of Agaba in the south to the Euphrates in the
north, only the Phoenicians were not subdued. Tribal independence was
greatly weakened when David established a national capital and a centralized
administration at Jerusalem, a Canaanite stronghold that he Captured despite
the boast of its inhabitants that even “the blind and the lame” could defend
it. Royal administrators replaced the elders and judges of the confederacy
period, and a census of all Israel was taken, to be used as a basis for military
service, taxes, and forced labor. David shrewdly provided a religious sanction
for the new monarchy by transferring with great pomp and ceremony the
recovered Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, and by building a royal shrine—
the forerunner of Solomon’s great Temple—that he placed in the hands of 35,
official priesthood. Thus was established the doctrine of the divine origin of
David's monarchy and that of his successors. '

David's son Solomon (961-922 s.c.) completed thg work of 'hus father in
establishing an oriental type of centralized monarchy. Tribal loyalties were fur-
ther weakened by the division of Israel into twelve administrative districts,
which did not always correspond to the old tribal terptones. Eachlq:strllct was
supervised by a royal official, who was also responsible for provisioning the
royal household during one month of the year. The‘ cqnstructuor‘wl of the' Tem.:
ple, together with a palace complex, government bunldtqgs, and storef imes,
required the frequent levying of taxes and an oppressive program o A orced
labor. The *chariot cities” served to protect the trqd_e that flqued tK ro)uah
Palestine from places such as Egypt, Arabia, Phoemcla,'and c.l:jqa ( fl::t' tg
cooperation with the Phoenicians of Tyre, Solomon built a trading

ight 1946 and 1952 Rep-
From 1l Samuel 5-8; 1 Kings 4-6, 9-11; the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1 <A
nnted by permsawon of the Nattonal Coune il of the € harr bt oo €




exploit the Red Sea area, and the “h '
: ard questions” that th
g,?:"ﬁ? tz ;t;ous;nd miles from southwest Arabia to pute gug?o?r:oihz?ea
g ve been connected with Solomon's monopoly of trade in this

area.
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Yet as Sa
their desire tomhua:/'eh:dkifs . wen e sug o anssade the people from
2 a king, the price of monarchy was high—limitations on
freedom and exploitation by a despot. The resentment caused by Solomon’s
oppressive policies led to a revolution at his death that split the kingdom into
two parts: Israel (or Ephraim) in the north and Judah in the south. Threatened
by the rise of new great empires, these two weak kingdoms were to have lit-
tle rest before Israel fell to the Assyrians (722 s.c) and Judah to the Chaldeans
(586 B.C). Unlike the northern Israelites, the Judeans, or Jews survived their
exile in Babylonia and returned to their homeland after Cyrus tf;e Persian con-
quered Babylon (539 8.c. and liberated them. From the turmoil of these years
rose the g(eat Hebrew prophets of doom and righteousness, who saw the his-
tory of their peqple as one of stubborn rebellion against “the one eternal, liv-
ing God [who] is working out his own sovereign purpose for the good of his
creatures, first for his chosen people, and through them for the rest of

mankind.”®

“David Reigned Over All Israel”
e tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Behold, we
and flesh. In times past when Saul was king over us, it was you
you, ‘You shall be

d brought in Isracl; and the Lord said to
be prince over Israel.™ So all the

shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall
elders of Israel came tO the king at Hebron; and King David made a covenant
with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over
[srael. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty

Then all th
are your bone

that led out an

em against the Jebusites, the inha-

ill not come in here, but the blind
here.” Nev-

years....
And the king and his men went to Jerusal
bitants of the land, who said to David, “You w.
“David cannot come in

and the lame will ward you off’ *—thinking,
ertheless David took the stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of David.... And
David built the city round about from the Millo inward. And David became
greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him.

and cedar trees, also car-

And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengen to David,
vid a house. And David perceived that the Lord
his kingdom for the

penters and masons who built Da
had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted
sake of his people Israel....

~ So David went and brought up the ark of God ... to the city of David with
rejoicing; and when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he
m_’“ﬁCCd an ox and a fatling. And David danced before the Lord with all his
might; and David was girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house

—
Ancent New Eau, edited by Raobert C. Dentan

£ Moo e
[(’ 2 Conn.: Y. l’,"l'" in The Idea of History in the
,’ $ 2 Yale University Press, 1955), p. 128
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of Isracl brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with the sounq
hom.... ? £

= Now when the king dwelt in his house, and the Lord had given him rest froy,,

all his enemies round about, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwe]]

in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in 2 tent.” And Nathan said to the

king, “Go, do all that is in your heart; for the Lord is with you.”

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, “Go and tell my
servant David, “Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell i
I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling, In 4]
Places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with
any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people [srael,
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus

the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, g he shal]
When he commits niquity, I will chasten him with the rod of me

not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Say], Whanl
from before you. And your house and your kingdom shal| pe made
before me; your throne shall be established for ever,™

these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Na % ,

After this David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, 4, ga\{xd....
Methegh-ammah out of the hand of the Philistines, T Pavid took

And he defeated Moab,... And the Moabites became servangs ¢ 1y
brought tribute,

David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, 4 1,
to restore his power at the river Euphrates. And David took from hr,, . vent
sand and seven hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand foot soldier; 5, A D
hamstmng all the chariot horses, but left enough for a hundreq charigps ;‘:d
when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, i)a d
slew twenty-two thousand men of the Synans. Then David put gafﬁsomv;d
Aram of Damascus: and the Syrians become servants to David and brough, tn'l:
ute. And the Lord gave victory to David wherever he went....

When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated the whole amy of
Hadadezer, Toi sent his son Joram to King David, to greet him, and to

ongran,..
late him; for Hadadezer had often been at war with Toi. And Joram broughe with

Pl

bcmy son,
; but I will

avid ang




s

pim articles of silver, of gold, and of bronze; these i i !
che Lord, together with the silver and gold which he ﬁa% ?:r‘:d alld:hd:?uw:o::
he subdued, from Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, Amalek, and
the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, kmg of Zobah ‘ '
And David.wop a nmame for himself. When he rcturncd‘ he slew eighteen
nousand Edomites in the valley of Salt. And he put garrisons in Edom; through-
out all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites became David's servants.

And the l.ord gave victory to David wherever he went.
So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered justice and equity

1o all his people....

10 GOD AND THE EARLY HEBREWS 69

“King Solomon: His High Officials”

omon was king over all Israel, and these were his high officials: Azariah
f Zadok was the priest; Elihoreph and Ahijah the sons of Shisha were
secretaries; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada was in command of the army; Zadok and Abiathar were priests; Asariah
the son of Nathan was over the officers; Zabud the son of Nathan was priest and
king's friend; Ahishar was in charge of the palace; and Adoniram the son of Abda

was in charge of the forced labor.
Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, who provided food for the king

man had to make provision for one month in the year.
Ben-hur, in the hill country of Ephraim; Ben-deker, in

King Sol
the son ©

and his household; each
These were their names:

Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and sixty

of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty pasture-fed cattle, a hundred sheep,

besides harts, gazelles, roebucks, and fatted fowl. For he had dominion over all
the region west of the Euphrates from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings west
of the Euphrates; and he had peace on all sides round about him. And Judah and

Israel dwelt in safety, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, every man under his vine
and under his fig tree, all the days of Solomon....

Mmeasures

“The House Solomon Built for the Lord”
; Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, when he heard that they
| had anointed him king in place of his father; for Hiram always loved David. And
Solomon sent word to Hiram, “You know that David my father could not build a
house for the name of the Lord his God because of the warfare with which his
enemies surrounded him, until the Lord put them under the soles of his feet.
But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adver-
sy nor misfortune. And so I purpose to build a house for the name of the Lord
my God, as the Lord said to David my father, “Your son, whom [ will set upon
Your throne in your place, shall build the house of my name.' Now therefore
command that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me; and my servants will join your
¥ervants, and [ will pay you for your services such wages as you set; for you know
: there is no one among us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidomians.”




70 CHAPTER | NEAR EASTERN CIVILIZATIONS

When Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said
“Blessed be the Lord this day, who has given to Da'vid a wise S0 €0 be oy,
this great people.”... So Hiram supplied Solomon'w:th all the timber of cedar
and cypress that he desired, while Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand cors of
wheat as food for his household, and twenty thousand cors of beaten oil. Solo-
mon gave this to Hiram year by year. And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom,
he promised him; and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and the
two of them made a treaty.

King Solomon raised a levy of forced labor out of all Israel; and the levy
numbered thirty thousand men. And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand 1
month in relays; they would be a month in Lebanon and two months at home:
Adoniram was in charge of the levy. Solomon also had seventy thousand
burden-bearers and eighty thousand hewers of stone in the hill country, besides
Solomon'’s three thousand three hundred chief officers who were over the work,

“Solomon Excelled All Kings in Riches and Wisdom

King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. And Hiram
servants, seamen who were familiar with the S¢€a, together with
Solomon; and they went to Ophir, and brought from there gold
of four hundred and twenty talents: and they brought it 1o King So]

Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon
the name of the Lord, she came to test him with hard Questions, She
Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing ices. ar vicite

£ 8 spices, and very much
gold, and precious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she o4 him a]] ¢,
was on her mind. And Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothjn:t
hidden from the king which he could not explain to her. And when the qu“f
of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, the
food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servanes
their clothing, his cupbearers, and his burnt offerings which he offereq at the'
house of the Lord, there was no more spirit in her.

And she said to the king, “The report was true which I heard in my own
land of your affairs and of your wisdom, but I did not believe the reports until
I came and my own eyes had seen it; and, behold, the half was not told me; your
wisdom and prosperity surpass the report which I heard, Happy are your wives!

concernjng




Happy are these servants, who continually stand
dom! Blessed be the Lord your God, whi has deﬁ::dy;u ;.’L"f.i“ .f;’l..':.?
the throne of Isracl! Because the Lord loved Israel for ever, he has made you
king, that you may execute justice and nghteousness.” Then she gave the king
2 hl{ﬂdl‘td and twenty ulc.'nts of gold, and a very great quantity of spices, and
precious StONes; never again came such an abundance of spices as these which
: the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon....
| And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all that she desired, what-
| ever she asked besides what was given her by the bounty of King Solomon. So
she tumed and went back to her own land, with her servants.

Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred
and sixty-six talents of gold, besides that which came from the traders and from
the traffic of the merchants, and from all the kings of Arabia and from the gov-
emors of the land. King Solomon made two hundred large shiclds of beaten
gold; ... The king also made a great ivory throne, and overlaid it with the finest

1d. The throne had six steps, and at the back of the throne was a calf's head,
and on each side of the seat were arm rests and two lions standing beside the arm
rests, while rwelve lions stood there, one on each end of a step on the six steps.
The like of it was never made in any kingdom. All King Solomon's drinking

vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon
ne were of silver, it was not considered as anything in the

were of pure gold; no
days of Solomon. For the king had a fleet of ships of Tarshish at sea with the
Once every three years the fleet of ships of Tarshish used to

fleet of Hiram.
come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.
Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and 1n wis-

dom. And the whole earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom,
which God had put into his mind. Every one of them brought his present, arti-

cles of silver and gold, garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and mules, so much year

by year.
hered together chariots and horsemen; he had fourteen

And Solomon gat
hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he statoned in the

chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. And the king made silver as com-
mon in Jerusalem as stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of the
Shephelah. And Solomon’s import of horses was from Egypt and Kue, and the
kings traders received them from Kue at a price. A chariot could be imported
from Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty;
and so through the king's traders they were exported to all the kings of the Hit-

tites and the kings of Syria.
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“Solomon Did What Was Evil in the Sight of the Lord”

Now K.mg Solomon loved many foreign women: the daughter of Pharaoh, and
cMo:l"b“S. Anm?onite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, from the nations
mmc"mmg which the Lord had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter
marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will rum

:
BMOHIOH clung to these in love. He had seven
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hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his Wives tumeq
away his heart. For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart 4,
other gods; and his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as wag the
heart of David his father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of ghe
Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. So Solomop,
did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not wholly follow the Lord,
as David his father had done. Then Solomon built 2 high place for Chemosh the
abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, oy
the mountain east of Jerusalem. And so he did for all his foreign wives, who
bumed incense and sacrificed to their gods.

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, be

cause his heart had tumned away
from the Lord, the God of [s

racl, who had appeared to him twice, and had
that he should not go after other gods:

I will not do it

¢ hand of i
However 1 will not tear away all the ki b of your son

son, for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of J
chosen.,”

consequence, the destruction of that kingdom by Assyria, called by js;
rod of Yahweh's anger.” Driven back to the south, Amos became the £

the prophets to write down his message of Yahweh's demang for soci St of
tice and adherence to his covenant. Amos’ successors among the Prophets f
the eighth century—Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah—elabo .
sage that Micah summed up in 3 statement often cited as the essenc
higher religion: “He has showed you, O man, what

the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
humbly with your God?" (6:8)

e of 3|

is good; and what
love kindness, ang to walk

From Jeremiah 7-8, 18, 23, 31 the Revised Sundard Vension of
permistion of the National Council of the Chiurches of Chirise,
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One of the greatest of the prophets—so great that later generations of
Jews referred to him as The Prophet—was Jeremiah. His career (626-586 8.c.)
coincided with the troubled era that ended with the Babylonian conquest of
Jerusalem and the kingdom of Judah in 586 s.c. and the exile of an estimated
fifteen tho_usand leading Jews (Jeremiah escaped to Egypt). As illustrated by
the following selections, Jeremiah's teachings in part echo those of the
eighth-century prophets in condemning social injustice, “burnt offerings and
wmfaces, and going “after other gods.” Like Isaiah before him, Jeremiah
affirms that Yahweh will save a “remnant” of his dispersed people and will
raise up a king of the House of David to “execute justice and righteousness
in the land.” Such prophecies of the coming of a Messiah, “the Anointed
One," were to sustain the hopes of the Jews for centuries and were also to
prepare the way for Jesus.

But Jeremiah’s most profound expression of hope is his preaching of a
“new covenant” between God and his people. God destroys and overthrows
but he also builds anew; he is like the potter who reworks the clay of a
spoiled vessel into something new and better. The old vessel was the Sinai
Covenant announced by Moses, which bound the nation as a whole. It failed
because it became overlaid with ritual and ceremony formalized by priests and
centered in the Temple. According to Jeremiah, God now demands a new
covenant not with the nation but with each individual. External conformity is
useless; what is needed is a moral and spiritual renewal on the part of each

individual. Religion is now a matter of a person’s own heart and conscience.
No longer is the Lord to be viewed as he had described himself in the Book
of Exodus: “a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil-
dren of the third and fourth generation of those who hate me” (see the sec-
tion entitied “The Ten Commandments” in Selection 10C). Such teachings

ct with the priests: “How can you say, ‘We are
wise, and the law of the Lord is with us’? But, behold, the false pen of the
scribes has made it into a lie.” Ultimately, however, his teachings made it pos-
sible for non-Jews to accept Judaism since they placed no stress on nationality
or race. We know that Jesus admired Jeremiah above all other prophets, and
his Sermon on the Mount was a profound expression of the new concept that
God's law is written upon the individual heart rather than upon tablets of

stone.

brought Jeremiah into confli

“Amend Your Ways and Your Doings”
the Lord: “Stand in the gate of the Lord’s
d say, Hear the word of the Lord, all you

The word that came to Jeremiah from
hip the Lord. Thus says the Lord of

house, and proclaim there this word, an
men of Judah who enter these gates to Wors
hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doings, and I will let you
dwell in this place. Do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This 1s the temple of
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.’

: ."For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly execute
Justice one with another, if you do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the
widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other
‘3°d-" to your own hurt, then [ will let you dwell in this place, in the land that

Bave of old to your fathers for ever.
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“Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. Will you steal, murder,
commit adultery, swear falsely, bum incense to Baal, and go aftgr other gods that
you have not known, and then come and stand before me in this hotfse, which i
called by my name, and say, ‘We are delivered!—only to go on doing all these
abominations? Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of rop.
bers in your eyes? Behold, [ myself have seen it, says the Lord. Go now to my
Place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at first, and see what [ dig
to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. And now, because you have done 3]

these things, says the Lord, and when | spoke to you persistently you did not
listen, and when | called you, you did not answe

. G°d1 d > al
not accept discipline; truth has perished; it is cut off from their lips... * Sochd

“You shall say to them, Thus says the Lord:
When men fall, do they not rise again?

If one turns away, does he not return?

lwrael) by the Jews of the Kingdom of )




Why then has this people tumned away
n perpetual backsliding?
They hold fast to deceit,
they refuse to return,
I have given heed and listened,
but they have not spoken aright;
no man repents of his wickedness,
saying, "What have I done?’
Every one tumns to his own course,
like a horse plunging headlong into battle.
Even the stork in the heavens
knows her times;
and the turtledove, swallow, and crane
keep the time of their coming;

But my people know not
the ordinance of the Lord.

“How can you say, ‘We are wise,
and the law of the Lord is with us’?

But, behold, the false pen of the scribes
has made it into a lie.

The wise men shall be put to shame,
they shall be dismayed and taken;

lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord,
and what wisdom is in them?

Therefore I will give their wives to others
and their fields to conquerors,

because from the least to the greatest
every one is greedy for unjust gain;

from prophet to priest
every one deals falsely....”
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“Like the Clay in the Potter’s Hand”

The word that came to Jeremiah from
potter’s house, and there I will let you
the potter’s house, and there he was working at

was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand,
to do.

75

the Lord: “Arise, and go down to the
hear my words.” So I went down to
his wheel. And the vessel he
and he reworked it into

another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter
Then the word of the Lord came to me: “O house of Israel, can I not do
with you as this potter has done? says the Lord. Behold, like the clay in the pot-
ter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. If at any time I declare
I will pluck up and break down and

0y : . 5
Oncerming a nation or a kingdom, that

destroy it, and if that nation, concemning which [ hav

o it. And if at any
build and plant it, and if
I will repent of the good

de:dda: will repent of the evil that I intended to do t
i doe: conceming a nation or a kingdom that I will
evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then

e spoken, turns from its
ame |




-
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which | had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the men of Ju.dah ang
the inhabitants of Jerusalem: ‘Thus says the Lord, Behold I am shaping ey

against you and devising a plan against you. Retum, every one from his ev;)
way, and amend your ways and your doings.’

But they say, ‘That is in vain! We will follow our own plans, and will every
one act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart."

rd, when | will sow the house of Israel
the seed of beast. And it shall

uck up and break down, to

over them to build and to
no longer say:

: Brapes,

. and the children’s teeth are ser op edge,
ut ey . "

teeth shyy be:y one shall die for his own sin; each man who eats sour grapes, his

¢ house of Judah, not like the covenant which
i Egy eI fathers when | took them b
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\
their hearts; and I will Pe thf:ir God, and they shall be my people. And no longe
shall each man teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying 'K.now the Lo rgdr
for ,they sha.ll all know i from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; fo'r
[ will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no m,on:." '

War and International Diplomacy

es in the Anc_ignt Near East. developed their distinctive identities as a
nditions and regional interactions, as well as through the
hat they came to exert over each other. The development

of 3 “global” long-distance network during the early Bronze Age was one of
the signal achievements of these early civilizations. For a time, this network cre-
ated such a high degree of integration that rulers of the different states
regarded themselves as comprising a “brotherhood of kings.” While this early
international system did not fong survive the middle of the second millennium
5., the major Ancient Near Eastern states continued to engage with each
other across vast distances through diplomacy, gift-exchange, warfare, and
the movement of people and ideas.

Societi
result of local co
mutual influence t

11 Amarna Letters

A Brotherhood of Kings

onia, Mittani (northem Syria), and the
time. By the latter part of
d developed such a degree of integration
d economic ties that one may speak of an
r. The so-called Amarna letters, a collec-

tion of some 350 cuneiform tablets found on the site of Pharach Akhenaten’s

new capital El-Amama (See Selection 9), attest to the diplomatic relationships
h the wider world. Mostly written in

that the Kingdom of Egypt maintained wit

-‘}emitic Akkadian cuneiform, these letters illustrate how a shared scribal tradi-
tion among the Near Eastern courts made possible a meaningful international
network. Those letters, addressed to and received from foreign rulers whom

ypt, Baby!

The ancient kingdoms of Eg
| superpowers of their

Hittites were the internationa
the fourteenth century &.c., they ha
through long-distance diplomatic an
early Ancient Near Eastern world orde

Johns Hopkins University '
o

»
3 " William L
Moran, The Amama Letiers (Bakimore, Maryland




