Essay #1 – Comp II, Zombie Essay

Choose one of the following and write a 3-5 page (750-1250 word) formal academic essay.  The essay should have a thesis driven introduction with an attention getter and a plan, multiple body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  The body paragraphs should have topic sentences that reflect the thesis and plan and should provide plenty of support and detail derived from the primary textual evidence.  Somewhere in the essay you should use at least three quotes from the sources provided to serve as evidence for your assertions.  Cite these quotes parenthetically.  Use your brain and the assigned text/s only.  Stay off the interweb!   

1. Greg White claims in “The Smartphone Zombie Apocalypse is Here!” that millennials champion their abilities to multitask (2).  He goes on to point out that “multitasking is a fiction found nowhere but in the minds of millennials” (2).  Indeed, psychological studies have found that individuals can not actually perform two tasks at once.  “Rather, they are vacillating between different tasks, which makes them perform worse than they would have, had they followed a single thought through” (2).  Discuss the whether or not the notion of multitasking is a myth.  Give three specific examples of how the use of technology works to support your claims.

2.  Emily Payne notes that humans “are creatures of short attention spans” who have trouble focusing in intimate settings like church, the theater, or at meals with family and friends (1).  Because these activities can sometimes become “boring” (1), Payne is sympathetic to folks reaching for the smart phone during these activities.  However, Beth Snyder Bulik writes that if you are under the age of 25, one out of ten folks would also answer a text during sex (1).  Payne puts the number lower at one in five (1).  Payne raises the question about what such behavior says about the human condition and our relationship with technology if “you can’t even concentrate on getting busy in the bedroom” (1)?   Discuss whether or not technology is turning humans into zombies (both in and/or out of the bedroom)?   What are the implications for humanity if/when we no longer relate to each other without technology as a facilitator?













Smartphone Zombie Apocalypse is Here! Pedestrian Accident and Death Rates Spike From Walking and Texting
Twisted News December 9th, 2015, by Greg White				
							                [image: ]
The zombie apocalypse is here. All one need do is look outside to witness mindless bodies stumbling through the streets, staring into cellphones with a blind, catatonic gaze. While “petextrians” – people who text while walking – are a mild annoyance, a recent study found that cell phone distraction can have disastrous consequences even on the side of the road.
Distracted walking is most common among millennials between the ages of 18 and 34. However, women aged 55 and older are the most likely to suffer serious injuries – including broken bones – by texting and walking, according to a 2013 study in Accident Analysis and Prevent.(1)
Furthermore, a separate study at Stony Brook University found that people wander off their intended course 61 percent of the time while texting and walking.(1)
THE FALL AND RISE OF PEDESTRIAN PHONE RELATED DEATHS AND INJURIES
Between the 1970s and early 2000s, pedestrian deaths steadily dropped to about 11 percent among all motor vehicle fatalities, according to a Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA) report. Then the cell phone industry began to boom in the mid-nineties and early 2000s. Since 2009, pedestrian fatalities have increased, reaching 4,735 in 2013.(2)
Pedestrian phone related deaths have increased as well, jumping from less than 1 percent in 2004 to more than 3.5 percent in 2010, according to researchers at Ohio State University. In addition, the number of pedestrian phone related injuries has more than doubled since 2005, according to the report.(2)
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The National Safety Council states “the rise in cellphone-distracted walking injuries parallels the eightfold increase in cellphone use in the last 15 years.” While the council found that 52 percent of distracted walking takes place at home, the nationwide spike in deaths caused by texting and walking has prompted the government to offer $2 million grants to cities to combat this minor epidemic.(1)
Accidents provoked by texting and walking range from mild to extreme – like tripping over a curb vs. wandering into oncoming traffic. What’s ironic is that most people think this problem applies to others, but fail to cast the proverbial eye inward.
According to a survey released by the AAOS, among 6,000 people questioned, 74 percent said “other people” were usually distracted by their cell phones while walking, whereas a mere 29 percent said the same about themselves. About half the participants said they considered texting and walking dangerous.(3)
THE MYTH OF MULTITASKING
The perception about the severity of the problem varies by generation as well. Approximately 70 percent of millennials consider texting and walking a serious problem compared to 81 percent of participants 35 years or older. Half the millennials questioned in the study considered distracted walking “embarrassing — in a funny way,” which suggests they don’t take the problem seriously.(1)
This carefree perception about the dangers of distracted walking should come as no surprise for a generation that champions its ability to multitask. The problem is that multitasking is a fiction found nowhere but in the mind of millennials. Innumerable psychological experiments have shown that the number of items a person can juggle in their mind is seven, plus or minus two.(4)
While holding these thoughts, individuals aren’t actually performing two tasks at once. Rather, they are vacillating between different tasks, which makes them perform worse than they would have, had they followed a single thought through.
In an effort to raise public awareness, the orthopedic surgeons academy has issued a list of tips to help pedestrians stay safe this holiday season: When using headphones, keep your head up and the volume down; don’t jay walk; stay alert to surrounding people and objects; and step out of pedestrian traffic if you have to text.(1)
The moral of the story? You can’t walk the walk while talking the talk.
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Apparently That Text Can't Wait -- Not Even During Sex
Report Reveals Surprising News About Social Media and Its Grip on Our Lives
By Beth Snyder Bulik. Published on May 05, 2010.
							[image: he 25-plus age group was half as tolerant to electronic interruptions compared to the younger under-25 set.]
YORK, Pa.  – 

Would you answer a text during sex? If you're younger than 25, one in 10 of you would.

The 25-plus age group was half as tolerant to electronic interruptions compared to the younger under-25 set. How about during a meeting? While you're eating? Or even while, as the Retrevo Gadgetology Report recently asked, when you're "on the john"? Some 22%, 49%, and 24%, respectively, of online under-25-year-olds agreed they "could be interrupted by an electronic message" while doing any of those things.

The older 25-plus age group was only half as tolerant to electronic interruptions -- 6% could be bothered during sex; 17% during a meeting; 27% during a meal; and 12% in the bathroom. But that's still a lot of people of all ages engaging in social media anywhere and anytime.
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"Social media is embedded in our lives. It's why people go to a restaurant and check Foursquare before they sit down with their friends, then take a picture of their food before they eat and upload it to Facebook," said Manish Rathi, co-founder and VP-marketing at Retrevo, a consumer electronics shopping and review site. "We've started asking these questions because we wanted to know how social media is contributing to gadget buying and usage."

While not that many people actively engage in social media during sex, they do in bed. Retrevo found that almost half of social-media users check in via phone while lying in bed. About 48% of those polled said they check or update Facebook or Twitter after they've gotten into bed at night and/or before they get out of bed in the morning. That number jumps to 76% for the 25-and-younger set, with a whopping 19% of those millennials saying they also check in whenever they wake up during the night.

The in-bed social media users are also scanning the news before their feet hit the floor, though it's not the "Today" show or "Good Morning America." Instead, 17% of social media users check in before they turn on the TV, and almost as many, 16%, rely on Facebook or Twitter as the sole delivery for their "morning news."
"It's what they want to know -- it's local and it ties into their social graph," Mr. Rathi said. "Will it replace 'Good Morning America'? Maybe not, but it might play an equal role, especially with breaking news as we've seen."

In honor of Mother's Day this weekend, Retrevo also asked how many people have "friended" dear old mom on Facebook. About half admitted to being virtual friends with their parents, although the respondents were more likely teenagers and older kids, since parents also responded overwhelmingly that social-networking sites are most appropriate for ages 13 and up. Only 8% thought kids younger than 12 should have a Facebook or MySpace page.



						2
Teens' parents seem OK with other social media too. Only about one-third of parents ban teen texting at the dinner table, and only 12% will take away social media as a punishment. Forty-seven percent said they would talk to junior about the misbehavior first; 27% would ground them; 22% would take away TV; and 15% would commandeer the kids' phones.
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Study: 20% of Young People Text During Sex 
Emily Payne, Lifestyle, 7/15/13
The 2013 Mobile Consumer Habits study has revealed a sad truth about our love lives. According to the report by Jumbio, a whopping 20 percent of people ages 18-34 admit to using a smartphone during sex. That's one in five people participating in some impressive multitasking.
This past May, BBC claimed that smartphones are as addictive as cocaine. While this may be a stretch for most, it seems that people nowadays have an increased apathy towards where and when they connect. Smartphones make it socially acceptable to disregard the existence of everything and everyone else in the world while on the T, in the waiting room, and in basically any other public setting. Sure, it’s pretty useful to be able to escape into cyberspace and avoid the reality of the outside world, even if you’re only pretending to text while your annoying neighbor passes by, but there is a line that can be crossed. Texting during sex is most definitely past that line.
Twelve percent of respondents in a relationship said they believe their smartphone gets in the way of the relationship. Well, duh, you’re on your phone while you’re at church (19 percent) and in the shower (12 percent), and that's just plain rude. But much more importantly, you can't even concentrate on getting busy in the bedroom, and that's just not human.
The problem seems to lie within the younger crowd, as only 9 percent of the total responders admitted to using phones while getting frisky, with the statistic shooting up to 20 percent when Jumbio narrowed to 18-34 year olds.
It is not surprising that 35 percent of responders use smartphones in the movie theater and 33 percent use them on a dinner date. We are creatures of short attention spans, after all, and these activities can get boring. The Twittersphere may sometimes have more to offer, and some of us simply can’t resist the urge, no matter how rude it may be. But during sex? Really?
We are left with many questions. Most importantly, how?
						1
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