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Honduras; White Paper
Various regions and countries worldwide face a host of problems; most of these problems translate into political issues and challenges. The developing countries face most of these challenges. However, the developed world is also facing numerous economic and political challenges.  For instance, over the recent years, the US has been hit by massive cases of gun violence and racism; the African American community has been a target of police brutality and racial abuses, sparking worldwide “BlackLivesMatter” protests. Other problems facing several countries worldwide include civil unrest and war, natural disasters, mega corruption scandals, diseases, and unemployment.  Economic developments in developing countries have been very slow. The current Covid19 pandemic has further contributed to the problems and challenges faced by countries globally, with experts predicting economic recess. While the developed countries seem to be well-prepared to handle such challenges, the developing countries are the hardest hit. Honduras is one of the developing countries globally with various economic development challenges; this paper talks about its fragile democracy and general underdevelopment and proposes various solutions to the challenges.
Honduras’ Fragile Democracy and Underdevelopment
Honduras is one of the Latin American countries situated in Central America. The country’s economic development primarily relies on agriculture (MacClinchy & Scott, 2016). According to the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) report (2019), the Human Development Index in the country stands at approximately 0.623; this classifies Honduras as a medium developed country. Over the years, Honduras has been grappled with numerous economic development issues. One of the most significant developmental challenges facing the Latin American country is the fragile democracy that has acted as a significant catalyst to the general underdevelopment that is being witnessed in the country. Moreover, the lack of proper governance and strong systems has played a major role in the emergence of other problems such as high levels of crime rates, poverty, domestic violence, food insecurity, and runaway corruption (MacClinchy & Scott, 2016). Some of the proposed solutions to solve some of these challenges include expanding the coverage of social programs in the country, increased access to financing, improvement of the country’s agricultural sector and rural productivity, capacity development of local governments, and strengthening the renovation of crucial infrastructure in the country.  
Background Statement
The massive underdevelopment and fragile democracy in Honduras is one issue that has predisposed the country’s citizens to a lot of suffering and hardships (lvaro, 2019). In particular, the country's weak and fragile democracy seems to be the primary catalyst for economic development challenges in the country. The fragile democracy and underdevelopment in the country have contributed significantly to other challenges. Some of these challenges include high crime rates, especially in urban centres, high poverty incidences, the collapse of various infrastructure projects across the country, increased domestic violence rates, corruption, and food insecurity. Honduras primarily depends on agriculture and agricultural products to boost its economy (UNDP, 2019). However, the agricultural sector has been facing several challenges; two major challenges that have hit the sector are the decreasing and inefficient human resource and natural disasters. The country suffered one of the major hurricane disasters (Hurricane Mitch) in its history in 1998; this hurricane was devastating and greatly affected its agricultural sector (lvaro, 2019). 
The weak governance system, coupled with the painfully slow development progress in Honduras, has put the country in a sorry state. Furthermore, the economic effects of the Covid19 pandemic mean that the country still faces a major hurdle ahead in its quest to rise towards becoming a stable and country. Although Honduras is a former colony of Spain, the challenges facing the country today do not seem to have legacies of colonialism. 
In the past, the country has been under military rule more than colonial, a factor that seems to have played a major role in the fragile democracy and underdevelopment (Pion-Berlin, 2016). The country is still adjusting and trying to put in place civilian-kind of leadership. However, this move has proven to be challenging; the severity and weight of the country's challenges have prompted the President to appeal for international assistance (lvaro, 2019). 
The weak governance systems in the country also contributed to the 2009 Coup. In June 2009, the country's army, under the supreme court orders, carried a coup to oust President Manuel Zelaya, intending to send him into exile (Levy, 2020). This move had far-reaching consequences since the international community classified the move as a military coup. Consequently, the United Nations Organization of American States (OAS), voted to expel Honduras (Levy, 2020). The coup led to further weakening of the country's governance systems; moreover, it paved the way for police impunity and increased corruption scandals. Furthermore, the nation suffered severe economic effects; the poverty index surged by over thirteen per cent, while the extreme poverty index also increased to over twenty-six per cent; the unemployment rate also doubled from seven to fourteen per cent (Levy, 2020).
The country has also been known to have structural economic inequalities, with about forty-nine per cent of the country's population living in poverty; sixty per cent of the country's rural population lives in poverty. In 2017, the country’s Gini was at 50.5, among the highest in the world (The World Bank, 2020). The country also suffers high crime and violence rates with an annual average of forty-one homicides per one hundred thousand individuals. 
Honduras has also recorded massive corruption issues for many years. Corruption has contributed significantly to underdevelopment in the country. Many of the country's legislators have been accused of diverting the resources to their pockets and on their political agendas. Between 2014 and 2016, investigations by a Honduran civil society organization- The National Anticorruption Council, established that over $300 million had been embezzled from the Honduran public healthcare system; a significant portion of the money was alleged to have been used by politicians for their private businesses (Congressional Research Service, 2020). A survey by Transparency International (2019) also established that about seventy per cent of the Honduran population believe that the country's President is involved in corruption and another sixty-two per cent noted that the country is doing very little in the fight against corruption.
Proposed Solutions
Addressing the issue of fragile democracy and underdevelopment in Honduras is a process that requires concerted efforts from both the local and international community. Among the proposed solutions to solve some of these challenges include expanding the coverage of social programs in the country, increased access to financing, improvement of the country's agricultural sector and rural productivity, capacity development of local governments, and strengthening the renovation of crucial infrastructure in the country.
The expansion of the social programs in Honduras will contribute to the empowerment of the country’s population. Most of the country's population lives in poverty, unable to afford such services as education and other capacity development forums (The World Bank, 2020). The Honduras government is committed to improving the social status of the Hondurans. International bodies have also stepped in to help. In 2015, the World Bank approved a $25 million grant to boost various social protection projects; key among the deliverables was the access to preventive healthcare and education services for close to two million citizens (The World Bank, 2020). 
The Honduran government has also established strategies to boost the country through the establishment and promotion of Export Processing Zones in the country. The Export Processing Zones are projected to result in a substantial economic boost for the country. Currently, the entire country has declared a free zone. The government has been getting support from various organizations. Notable among these organizations are the “Foundation for Investment and Development of Exports” FIDE, and the “United States Agency for International Development” USAID.
Another strategy for helping Honduras is the improvement of critical infrastructural projects in the country. Honduras ranks poorly on the global scene in key developmental projects such as electricity connection and road networks. Improvement of such infrastructure would establish a foundation for development in the country. Through improved electricity and road networks, key businesses will run smoothly. Agriculture will also be revived; good road networks will ensure accessibility of agricultural products and other services to and from the market centres (UNDP, 2019). With international support, the Honduran government has embarked on the construction and renovation of major highways in the country. 
Conclusion
Honduras is one of the developing countries globally, with various economic development challenges. According to the 2019 UNDP report, the country’s Human Development Index is 0.623, classifying Honduras as a medium developed country. One of the most significant developmental challenges facing the Latin American country is the fragile democracy that has acted as a major catalyst to the general underdevelopment that is being witnessed in the country. Another issue that significantly negatively impacted the county’s development process was the 2009 coup; it led to increased poverty and unemployment levels in the country and also led to the suspension of the country from the OAS. Among the proposed solutions to solve some of these challenges include expanding the coverage of social programs in the country, increased access to financing, improvement of the country's agricultural sector and rural productivity, capacity development of local governments, and strengthening the renovation of crucial infrastructure in the country.
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