HHS207- Week 4 – Assignment Outline

Family and Gender Communication
As you will recall from Chapter 10 and the Changing Minds article on Genderlect (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.family and gender relationships often reflect a variety of elements that affect how communication is conducted. For this week’s assignment, you will take the opportunity to explore this by choosing from one of the two options below and preparing a two-page paper describing the impact of either family or gender on communication, as well as your own personal communication strengths and growth.
· Option 2: Gender communication:
· Complete the Open Sex Role Inventory test (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. and reflect on the results.
· Describe your own gender beliefs based on the results of the inventory.
· Explain how the results of the inventory, your gender strengths, might influence your communication and practice in human services.
· 
The Family and Gender Communication Assignment:
· Must be two double-spaced pages in length (not including title and reference pages) and formatted according to APA style as outlined in the Ashford Writing Center.
· Must include a separate title page with the following:
· Title of paper
· Student’s name
· Course name and number
· Instructor’s name
· Date submitted
· Must document all sources in APA style as outlined in the Ashford Writing Center.
· Must include a separate reference page that is formatted according to APA style as outlined in the Ashford Writing Center.








[bookmark: _GoBack]Sample
In taking the test I scored 93 masculinity and 103 femininity.  This puts me in the feminine role but just barely from the androgyny. This appears to fit me well because I fall slightly more on the feminine side but just barely. I as a person am not overly feminine but still too girly to be masculine. I am also a single mother so I have to play both roles in the household which is probably why I scored close with the masculine side as well. Sometimes I have to be the tougher parent that I may not be if I had a man in the picture to help with the upbringing of my two daughters. I do always try to keep an open relationship with my girls and want them to be able to talk to me about things that they have questions about and things that have happened to them throughout the day. This would probably be from my more feminine side. When it comes to gender role and communication I do believe that we tend to play a certain role communicate in areas that are better suited for our gender. I am lucky in the fact that I have girls and therefore have been thru what they are now going thru where if I had boys it may be harder for me to understand exactly what they are going thru or the way that they act at times. I do believe just like the test tries to substantiate that most people will fall with both traits of feminine and masculinity but many will fall higher in one over the other. I believe that the way we are raised and the people we are around us as we grow and mature into adults is what helps to shape us into the adults that we become. I believe that society puts certain roles and expectancies for us depending on the gender we are born. In today’s times I also believe that our gender roles are changing. Even in our disney films they do not do the normal the man is the prince charming and saves the damsel in distress, they are actually showcasing women as stronger and more independent individuals. When it comes to communication I also think that our upbringing plays a giant role in how we communicate. Someone who is from a house with educated individuals will probably use bigger words and put them in proper english where as someone from a lower educational family will more likely not talk as proper or professional. If we are raised in family that eats together at the dinner table and talks to each other about their day then we will probably be more open and listen better as we become adults versus someone who is brought up in a house where everyone eats in front of the television or in a different room and does not talk to each other. If a little girl was raised in a house with all older brothers and a dad then she would probably have more masculine habits and if a little boy was raised in a house with all sisters he would probably be more feminine. They study tells us which role we fall in whether it be masculine, feminine, androgyny, or undifferentiated. I do believe our personalities will fall within these scopes but do not totally agree that it is our gender that makes up our communication style but more likely our upbringing.

As a human service worker it will be important for us to understand our client and which gender role that they do fall in so that we will know better how to communicate with them. A good example of this would be if you were having a meeting with a male client but he tended to be more on the feminine side you would not want to be overly direct or confrontational with him. You would have to get to know your client as quickly as possible for in these days outside gender is not always the role that they play and the communication style that they fall into. We will also have to be aware of where we fall in the scale and be able to adapt our communication style to match what our clients needs are. It is kind of like being a parent of two different children. I am the same mother with them and they are the same gender but they both need me to talk to them in different ways. My oldest needs me to be more direct and stern or she will not do as needed where that would not work for my youngest who is more emotional and needs things put more as a request and in a more tender manner.
