English 103

Essay #1: Analyzing an Article from The Atlantic

Choose a non-fiction article from the Ideas section of The Atlantic. Discuss the soundness of the author’s critical thinking by identifying and analyzing the following aspects of the article:

· Issue

· Conclusion
· Reasons

· Evidence

· Ambiguous Language

· Context

If you’re having trouble picking one, I recommend Yuval Noah Harari’s article “Why Technology Favors Tyranny.”
Key Definitions

For a fuller explanation of these ideas, please read chapters 1-4. If you have not read these chapters, it will show in your writing.

· Issue: An issue is a question or controversy responsible for the conversation or discussion. It is the stimulus for what is being said. Descriptive issues are those that raise questions about the accuracy of descriptions of the past, present, or future. Prescriptive issues are those that raise questions about what we should do or what is right or wrong, good or bad.
· Conclusion: A conclusion is the message that the speaker or writer wishes you to accept.
· Reasons: Reasons are explanations or rationales for why we should believe a particular conclusion.
· Evidence: Evidence refers to the facts that demonstrate the truth of the reasons.
· Ambiguous Language: Ambiguity refers to the existence of multiple possible meanings for a word or phrase
· Context: Your analysis should include some consideration/acknowledgement of when and where this article appears and how its placement relates to the larger concerns, agendas, and possible biases of The Atlantic.  
Guidelines
Your paper as a whole should be in essay form, including reasons and sub-reasons, and should have a coherent organization to it. Your writing should be such that the impact on the reasoning of your answers to the critical thinking questions is clear. When you identify and discuss ambiguous terms/phrases and value and descriptive assumptions, it should be clear to the reader how your analysis and evaluation influences the reasoning structure; that is, show how any ambiguity or assumption influences how you might react to the reasoning. 

Be REFLECTIVE (think deeply, engage in multiple rewrites, etc.), NOT REFLEXIVE (by reflexive, I mean inserting the first ideas that come to mind. For example, when you find one assumption, always ask whether anything deeper has to be taken for granted for that assumption to be true. You may find a more profound assumption.) Also, be THOROUGH AND PRECISE, and especially be CONVINCING. 
Also, feel free to pursue further information related to your topic at the library or on the Web. Usually, the more info you have on a topic, the easier it is to answer the critical thinking questions. 
(continued)

Requirements 
Your essay should:

· Have a compelling, original title.
· Put forward a clearly focused thesis that evaluates the soundness of the author’s critical thinking based on an examination of its components.
· Use a balance of clearly attributed and properly documented summary, paraphrase, and direct quotation for representing the ideas and language of the article.
· Include at least one short quote from the work under analysis.  By definition, a short quote is under four typed lines and is not indented.  

· Be 3 pages in length, submitted in MLA format with in-text citations and a separate Works Cited page with your primary source. 
· No secondary sources are to be consulted or referenced on this assignment. Therefore, only your primary text (the article itself) will be listed on your Works Cited page. 
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