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DRAFT OF BASIC PLAN FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF
GREATER EAST ASIA CO-PROSPERITY SPHERE
[From Draft of Basic Plan, IMTFE, International Prosecution Section,

Document 2402B, Exhibit 1336]
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Asia to return to its original form of independence an
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The Form of East Astatic Independence and Co-Prosperity. The
their citizens, and resources, comprised in those arcas pertaining to t
Pacific, Central Asia, and the Indian Oceans formed into one general
union are to be established as an autonomous zone of peaceful living
and common prosperity on behalf of the peoples of the nations of East
Asia. The area including Japan, Manchuria, North China, lower Yangtze
River, and the Russian Maritime Province, forms the nucleus of the
East Asiatic Union. The Japanese empire possesses a duty as the leader
of the East Asiatic Union.

The above purpose presupposes the inevitable emancipation or in-
dependence of Eastern Siberia, China, Indo-China, the South Seas,
Australia, and India.

Regional Division in the East Asiatic Union and the National Defense
Sphere for the Japanese Empire. In the Union of East Asia, the Japanese
empire is at once the stabilizing power and the leading influence. To
enable the empire actually to become the central influence in East Asia,
the first necessity is the consolidation of the inner belt of East Asia;
and the East Asiatic Sphere shall be divided as follows for this purpose:

The Inner Sphere—the vital sphere for the empire—includes Japan,
Manchuria, North China, the lower Yangtze Area and the Russian
Maritime area.

The Smaller Co-Prosperity Sphere—the smaller self-supplying sphere of
East Asia—includes the inner sphere plus Eastern Siberia, China, Indo-
China and the South Seas.

The Greater Co-Prosperity Sphere—the larger self-supplying sphere of
East Asia—includes the smaller co-prosperity sphere,
and island groups in the Pacific. . . .

F‘or the present, the smaller co-prosperity sphere shall be the zone in
which the construction of East Asia and the stabilization of national

dcfcnsc. are to be aimed at. After their completion there shall be a gradual
expansion toward the construction of the Greater Co-P

plus Australia, India,
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of Australia, India, etc. shall gradually be brought about. For this pur-
POSG, @ recurrence of war with Britain and her allies s expected. The
construction of a Greater Mongolian State is expected during the above
phase. The construction of the Smaller Co-Prosperity Sphere is expected
© require at least twenty years from the present time. .
The Building of the National Strength. Since the Japanese empire is
the center and pioneer of Oriental moral and cultural re.c?nstrucuon,.thc
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