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Outline
A criminal trial has procedural steps that parties to the case and judicial officers must follow as outlined in the due process of the law. These steps are procedures guided by court rules as well as state and federal laws in criminal matters. In this assignment, the essay describes the procedural steps followed in a criminal trial.
Step 1: Standing to appear
Standing is a legal term that ascertains if a party bringing a lawsuit has the right to do so.
· In state courts, the capacity for a party to sue is dependent on statutes  
· In most states, plaintiffs or complainant should sustain or will sustain direct harm or injury and this injury is can be addressed 
· In federal courts, the plaintiff should have suffered an injury which has a legally protected interest. 
· The plaintiff should also demonstrate a causal link between the harm and the conduct before the court. The likelihood of a favorable decision by the court should be higher than opposed to speculative
Step 2: Pretrial management procedures
· Upon confirmation of standing, courts, the prosecution and defense team arrange for a pretrial
· During this stage, notice to the defendant is issue for arraignment for formal charges
· The charge sheet is referred to as an information
· A defendant is counseled about their constitutional rights 
· He or she may enter a plea to the charges
· Parties hold a pretrial conference when prosecution team and defense attorney meet to ascertain if the case will go for trial or resolved through a plea
· Pretrial proceedings may also include resolving different issues like admissibility of evidence at trial
· The dismissal of the case is also discussed as well as other preliminary matters
Step 3: Trial 
A entire trial comprises six main parts;
Jury selection
Trial can be by a judge or jury 
· With exception of cases heard by a judge only, the jury selection is the initial step in a case 
· Jurors offer a verdict during trial and help the judge in making a final sentence
Opening Statements
· These come from the prosecution and one from the defense. 
· No witnesses testify and no physical exhibits is presented
· Opening statements are essential as the prosecution sets the stage that it has evidence 
· Defense provides its interpretation of facts as well as sets the stage for rebuttal of evidence 
· Defense presents any related legal defenses to the criminal charges
· Witness testimonies and Cross-Examinations
· The core of criminal trial where each side provides its important evidence to the court and jury
· The stage is case-in-chief where prosecution sets forward evidence to convince jury 
· Prosecution calls witness and expert testimonies based on laid down procedure
· Prosecution may introduce physical evidence
· Defense presents its evidence to rebuttal the prosecution’s presentation
· Cross-examination takes place at this phase
Closing argument
· Parties to the criminal case get time to summarize the case and recap their evidence 
· Final opportunity for parties to address the jurors before they deliberate each attempting to convince the jurors
Jury Instructions
· Judge offers jurors the legal standards to consider in making a decision whether a defendant is not guilty or guilty
Jury Deliberations and Verdict
· Upon receipt of instructions from the judge, jurors make deliberations where they attempt to agree on a guilty or a not guilty verdict
· When a jury attains a verdict, the foreperson lets the judge know their decision, and he or she announces in an open court
· Some states require a unanimous decision by the jury if not a mistrial is declared
Appellate procedures
· In many jurisdictions, defendants do not get an automatic right to appeal a sentence
· He or she must be given permission to proceed through appellate courts
· Defendants convicted by a judge or a jury have a constitutional can appeal 
· Ground for appeal include legal mistakes, misconduct of jurors and ineffective legal help
· However, in many jurisdictions, appeals are not always the best or viable option since no express laws exist to protect the defendant. 
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