Study-Guide Questions : Thus Spoke Zarathustra, “Zarathustra’s Prologue,” pages 121-137

Instruction:
I would suggest reading the whole of this text before focusing on and answering the study-guide questions. Please limit your answers to the following study-guide questions to a few essential sentences. Indicate the place in the text that supports your answer and provide an abbreviated direct citation for support. Don’t use any secondary sources when answering the questions. 

1. How old is Zarathustra when he goes to his cave in the mountains?  In order for Zarathustra to be like the sun, what must he do? (§1)
2. What is the warning that the saint gives to Zarathustra? (§2)
3. What does Zarathustra say of the soul that “looks contemptuously upon the body?”  And what in turn does the body say of this soul (the one that “looks contemptuously upon the body”)? §3.
4. How does Zarathustra characterize the “overman”? (§3)
5. How does Zarathustra define man in §4? And how does he define “virtue” in this section as well?
6. Identify characteristics of the “last man” in §5.
7. According to the tightrope walker, who caused him to “trip” and fall? (§6)
8. What according to Zarathustra is “uncanny” about human existence? What name does Zarathustra give to the tightrope walker in this section? (§7)
9. What is it that Zarathustra has taken from the devil? Who is the “dead dog”?
10. What food does the hermit give to Zarathustra to eat? (§8)
11. What “new truth comes to” Zarathustra? (§9)
12. How does Zarathustra characterize his animals, the eagle and the serpent?
13. Zarathustra has a vision (“and behold!”) when looking up at the sky.  What is it that he sees and what is unusual about it?
14. What strikes you as strange or funny in this text?
15. Who is Nietzsche’s Zarathustra?  Answer this question on the bases of your own experience of the text.  I am open to a diversity of answers to this question.  For example, does Zarathustra remind you of anyone?
16. Identify three-five crises in this text as seen through Zarathustra.  (Five Points)





