
Week 1 - Journal 

Diagnosing Criminal Defendants 

[WLOs: 3, 4] [CLOs: 1, 2, 3]

Prior to beginning this journal, read the article, “Are Forensic Experts Biased by the Side 
that Retained Them?,” and examine the subjective nature of forensic psychology 
concerning the evaluation of criminal defendants. In a one- to two-page journal entry:

• Evaluate the influences that can contribute to differential diagnoses depending upon 
which side hires the psychologist to evaluate a criminal defendant. 

◦ Determine how to minimize cognitive bias.

As you reflect on the article for your journal, analyze the ethical considerations of

• Diagnosing a defendant.
• Diagnosing the legal implications of a negative diagnosis.

Based on your assigned readings, including this article, do you believe that such 
assessments as the PCL-R Checklist can provide accurate predictions of an individual’s 
behavior? Cite examples from your readings that support your analysis.

Carefully review the Grading Rubric
(https://ashford.waypointoutcomes.com/assessment/22394/preview) for the criteria that will 
be used to evaluate your journal entry.

Waypoint Assignment 

Submission

The assignments in this course will be submitted to Waypoint.  Please refer to the 
instructions below to submit your assignment.

1. Click on the Assignment Submission button below. The Waypoint "Student 
Dashboard" will open in a new browser window.

2. Browse for your assignment.
3. Click Upload.



This tool needs to be loaded in a new browser window 

4. Confirm that your assignment was successfully submitted by viewing the appropriate 
week's assignment tab in Waypoint.

For more detailed instructions, refer to the Waypoint Tutorial
(https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/dc358708-3d2b-41a6-a000-
ff53b3cc3794/1/Waypoint%20Tutorial.pdf) 
(https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/dc358708-3d2b-41a6-a000-
ff53b3cc3794/1/Waypoint%20Tutorial.pdf) .

Load Week 1 - Journal in a new window 


