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     I. Introduction. One concise, specific paragraph. 
	A. Pose the issue question for your essay. 
B. Explain the controversy. Why does this topic create disagreement? What are the different views of this issue?
C. Include background or historical information about the issue.
      D. State your thesis here. Strong thesis statements will be complex and might use the words “although” or “however” to generate tension between opposing views.



II. Supporting Reasons and Evidence (3-5 paragraphs)
	A. Begin body paragraphs with  topic sentences containing reasons that support the thesis.
B. Support reasons with evidence from credible sources.
C. Include an explanation of how the evidence supports the reason and thesis. The explanation should connect with the values of the audience.
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III. Summary of and Response to Opposing Views (2-3 paragraphs)
	A. Opposing views should be fairly and accurately summarized.
B. Opposing views may be conceded or refuted.
C. Evidence from credible sources supports each concession or refutation.
D. Paragraph includes an explanation of how the evidence supports the concession or refutation.
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 (You may include more than two body paragraphs in this section.)
	IV. Conclusion (one paragraph)
	A. The final paragraph brings the essay to closure.
B. Summarize the argument
C. Leave a strong last impression.
D. Call for action or relate topic to a larger context of issues.
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