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	1. Define and explain the elements of social control: obedience, sanctions, and conformity.
2. Compare and contrast formal and informal social control.

3. Explain why sociologists see the creation of laws as a social process.

4. Explain the ways in which deviance challenges and reinforces social norms.

5. Explain why deviant behavior is not always negative.

6. Compare and contrast the understanding of deviance offered by the three major perspectives and by labeling theory and the feminist perspective.

7. Differentiate between deviance and crime.

8. Compare and contrast white-collar crime and street crime.


	
	· Enhanced discussion of solitary confinement in section on “Social Control”
· Research Today box, “Debtors’ Jails in the Twenty-First Century”
· Thinking Critically question in “Law and Society” section

· Think About It questions in tables, “Sociological Perspectives on Crime” and “Types of Transnational Crime”
· Updated figures “The Status of Medical Marijuana,” “Categorization of Reported Hate Crimes,” and “Victimization Rates”
· Updated tables, “National Crime Rates and Percentage Change” and “Types of Transnational Crime”
· Sociology on Campus box, “Packing Firearms on Campus”
· Social Policy section, “The Death Penalty in the U.S. and Worldwide”


	
	CHAPTER SUMMARY


Sociologists define deviance as behavior that violates the standards of conduct or expectations of a group or society. Deviance involves the violations of group norms that may or may not be formalized into law. It is a comprehensive concept that includes not only criminal behavior, but also many actions not subject to prosecution. Deviance can be understood only within its social context. The term stigma was coined by Erving Goffman to denote the labels society uses to devalue members of certain social groups. People are often stigmatized for deviant behaviors they may no longer engage in. Advances in technology have also allowed many people to engage in uncivil behaviors with less worry of repercussions from violating norms or regulations.
The term social control refers to techniques and strategies for preventing deviant human behavior. Social control occurs in families, peer groups, and bureaucratic organizations. Members of society are expected to act in accordance with social norms. Sanctions, which may be either penalties or rewards, help to induce behavior consistent with social norms. 
Conformity is defined as going along with one’s peers even though they have no special right to 
direct our behavior. Obedience is defined as compliance with higher authorities in a hierarchal structure. Social controls may occur casually. Informal social control may be carried out with smiles, laughter, and ridicule. Authorized agents, such as police officers, physicians, school administrators, employers, and military officers, carry out formal social control. The Milgram experiment was 

extremely influential in studying the behavior of people and the lengths they would go to in response 
to the requests of authority figures.

Law is defined as governmental social control and reflects continually changing standards of what is right and wrong. Sociologists representing varying theoretical perspectives agree that the legal order reflects the values of those in a position to exercise authority, which means law creation is often controversial. Socialization is the primary source of obedience to the law. Control theory suggests that our connection to members of society leads us to systematically conform to society’s norms.
According to the functionalist view, deviance is a common part of human existence, with both positive and negative consequences for social stability. Functionalists suggest that deviance helps to define the limits of proper behavior. Robert Merton adapted Émile Durkheim’s notion of anomie to explain why people accept or reject the goals of a society. Merton’s anomie theory of deviance posits five basic forms of adaptations: (1) conformity, (2) retreatism, (3) innovation, (4) ritualism, and (5) rebellion. Merton’s theory, though popular, has had relatively few applications. 

The interactionist perspective is reflected in theories based on cultural transmission and social disorganization. Cultural transmission, associated with criminologist Edwin Sutherland, suggests that criminal behavior is learned through interactions with others. He used the term differential association to describe the process through which exposure to attitudes favorable to criminal acts leads to violation of rules. Social disorganization theory suggests that deviance increases when communal relationships in neighborhoods and social networks are weakened or absent.
Labeling theory emphasizes how a person comes to be labeled as deviant or to accept the label. Labeling theory is also referred to as the societal-reaction approach. The popularity of labeling theory is evident in the emergence of the social constructionist perspective, which purports that deviance is the product of the culture in which we live. Social constructionists focus on the decision-making process that creates the deviant identity.
The conflict perspective of deviance suggests that people with power protect their own interests and define deviance to suit their own needs. Relating to differential justice, Richard Quinney argued that lawmaking is often an attempt by the powerful to coerce others into their own brand of morality. 
Akin to the roots of conflict theory, the feminist perspective suggests that many of the existing approaches to deviance and crime were developed with only men in mind. Feminist scholarship on deviance can be expected to grow dramatically in the future.
Crime is a violation of criminal law for which some governmental authority applies formal penalties. It represents a deviation from formal social norms administered by the state. Types of crime include victimless crimes, professional crime, organized crime, white-collar crime, cybercrime, hate crime, and transnational crime. 
The crime data reported in the United States are typically based the eight index crimes tabulated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI): murder, rape, robbery, assault, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson. Disproportionately devoted to property crimes, the crime index leaves out other serious offenses. Additionally, the accuracy of measuring crime and tabulating crime statistics varies widely. The National Crime Victimization Survey was initiated in 1972 to provide better crime statistics through victimization surveys of ordinary people. 
Although the public regards crime as a major social problem, there has been a significant decline in violent crime in the United States in recent years. One significant countertrend is that the proportion of major crimes committed by women has increased.
	
	LECTURE OUTLINE


Introduction

•
Excerpt from Cop in the Hood: My Year Policing Baltimore’s Eastern District 
by Peter Moskos

I.
What Is Deviance?
•
Deviance is defined as behavior that violates the standards of conduct or expectations of a group or society. Examples: criminals, alcoholics, compulsive gamblers, the mentally ill
•
Deviance involves violation of group norms.
•
Deviance is not always negative. Example: Whistle blowers
•
Deviance is subject to social definition within a particular society and at a particular time. 

A.
Deviance and Social Stigma
•
Erving Goffman coined the term stigma to denote the labels society uses to devalue members of certain social groups. Example: “Redheads” or “short people”
•
Stigmatization affects people who look different from others in the eyes of their peers.
•
People may be stigmatized for past behaviors. Examples: Ex-con, recovering alcoholic

B.
Deviance and Technology
•
Some technological innovations can redefine social interactions and the standards of behavior related to them.
•
Online anonymity allows for uncivil behaviors.
•
Some deviant uses of technology are criminal. Examples: Software piracy and other black-market activities such as the possession or distribution of child pornography
II.
Social Control
•
Social control refers to the techniques and strategies for preventing deviant human behavior in any society. 
•
Family and peers socialize individuals to social norms. Example: Peer groups introduce informal norms such as dress codes. 
•
The government of every society legislates and enforces social norms.
•
Sanctions are penalties and rewards for conduct concerning a social norm. 
•
Functionalists contend that people must respect social norms for society to function. By contrast, conflict theorists maintain that the functioning of society benefits the powerful and that social norms reflect the interests of the dominant class. 
A.
Conformity and Obedience
1.
The Milgram Experiment
•
Stanley Milgram defined conformity as going along with peers who have no particular right to direct our behavior; and defined obedience as compliance with higher authorities in a hierarchal structure. Example: a military recruit who must follow the orders given by his or her commander
•
In some circumstances, conformity and especially obedience can cause immense damage. Example: Milgram’s electric shock experiment. “Behavior that is unthinkable in an individual…acting on his own may be executed without hesitation when carried out under orders.”

2.
Reflecting on the Milgram Experiment
•
Milgram pointed out that in the modern industrial world, we are accustomed to submitting to impersonal authority figures whose status is indicated by a title or by a uniform.
•
From a conflict perspective, obedience may be affected by the value we place on those whom our behavior affects. Example: Gary Schulman’s experiment with White and Black learners

•
From an interactionist perspective, one important aspect is that subjects in follow-up studies were less likely to inflict the supposed shocks as they were moved physically closer to their victims. Additionally, the request for incremental increases in the voltage of shocks likely resulted in greater obedience than would a request for an immediately high voltage.
•
Milgram’s findings had fresh significance in 2004 when photos of military abuses at Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison were released.
B.
Informal and Formal Social Control
•
Informal social control is carried out casually to enforce norms through such means as laughter, smiles, and ridicule. Example: Parents may use spanking or verbal reprimands as punishment. 
•
Formal social control is carried out by authorized agents, such as police officers, judges, school administrators, and employers. It can serve as serve as a last resort when socialization and informal sanctions do not bring about desired behavior. Examples: Imprisonment, speeding tickets, the death penalty
•
After September 11, 2001, new measures of social control became the norm in the United States. Example: Airport security measures
III.
Law and Society 
•
Law is defined as governmental social control. 
•
Some laws are directed at all members of society. Example: Laws prohibiting murder

•
Some laws affect particular categories of people. Example: Hunting and fishing regulations

•
Other laws govern social institutions. Example: Corporate laws
•
Creation of law is a social process in response to perceived needs for formal social control. Laws reflect continually changing standards of what is right and wrong, on which there can be great disagreement, leading to controversy over existing laws. Example: Legality of marijuana use
•
Hirschi’s control theory suggests that our connection to members of society leads us to systematically conform to society’s norms. 

IV.
Sociological Perspectives on Deviance
•
Early explanations for deviance relied on genetics and the supernatural.
•
In general, sociologists are critical of any emphasis on the genetic roots of crime and deviance.

A.
Functionalist Perspective
•
Deviance is a common part of human existence.
1.
Durkheim’s Legacy
•
Durkheim viewed social control mechanisms as necessary to define acceptable behavior and contribute to social stability. He introduced the term anomie to describe a feeling one experiences when losing direction in society. Example: Aggression and depression during times of economic collapse
•
Kai Erikson’s study of Puritans illustrated boundary-maintenance functions of deviance. 

2.
Merton’s Theory of Deviance
•
Merton adapted Durkheim’s notion of anomie to explain why people accept or reject the goals of society, and/or the socially approved means for fulfilling their aspirations. 
•
People adapt in certain ways by either conforming to or deviating from cultural expectations. 
•
Merton’s anomie theory of deviance posits five basic forms of adaptation: conformity, retreatism, innovation, ritualism, and rebellion. See Table 7-1.
•
Merton’s theory has not been systematically applied to real-world crime. 

B.
Interactionist Perspective 
•
The emphasis on everyday behavior that is the focus of the interactionist perspective offers cultural transmission theory as an explanation of crime.
1.
Cultural Transmission
•
The cultural transmission school emphasizes that humans learn criminal behavior by interacting with others.
•
Edwin Sutherland’s differential association refers to the process through which exposure to attitudes favorable to criminal acts leads to violation of rules. 
•
Sutherland views improper behavior as the result of the types of groups to which one belongs and the kinds of friendships one has.
•
Critics charge Sutherland’s theory fails to explain first-time, impulsive deviance. 

2.
Social Disorganization Theory 
•
This contends that deviance and crime increase due to a breakdown in or absence of communal relationships and other social institutions such as the family, school, church, and local government. Example: Higher rates of social problems in areas with declining population and deteriorating buildings
•
The theory is criticized for “blaming the victim” and for failing to account for viable, healthy organizations that persist in many troubled neighborhoods.
•
Social disorganization theorists have recently focused on the effect of social networks on communal bonds.

C.
Labeling Perspective
•
The labeling perspective seeks to explain why certain people are viewed as deviant, while others engaging in the same behavior are not. Example: Chambliss’s study of the Saints and Roughnecks
•
This perspective is also called the societal-reaction approach. It is the response to an act, not the behavior itself, that determines deviance. Example: Assigning a “troublemaker” to a program for the learning disabled
1.
Labeling and Agents of Social Control
•
Labeling theory focuses on regulatory agents (police, probation officers, psychiatrists, judges, teachers, etc.), who play a significant role in creating the deviant identity by designating certain people as deviant. Example: Racial profiling
•
Labeling theory influenced the emergence of the social constructionist perspective, which suggests deviance is the product of the culture we live in. Example: Being a “deadbeat dad”
D.
Conflict Perspective
•
People with power protect their own interests and define deviance to suit their own needs.
•
Richard Quinney suggests the criminal justice system serves the interests of the powerful. Lawmaking is an attempt by the powerful to coerce others into their own morality. 
•
Conflict theorists contend that criminal suspects are treated differently on the basis of race, ethnicity, or social class. African Americans and Latinos are at a disadvantage with this kind of differential justice, both as juveniles and as adults.
E.
Feminist Perspective
•
Some suggest that existing approaches to deviance and crime were developed with only men in mind. Example: Earlier legal views on spousal rape, reflecting the overwhelmingly male composition of state legislatures at the time
•
Feminist scholarship will continue to grow, particularly on topics such as white-collar crime, drinking behavior, drug abuse, and differential sentencing rates between the genders, as well as on the fundamental question of how to define deviance.

V.
Crime: A Sociological Approach
•
Crime is a violation of criminal law for which some governmental authority applies formal penalties. 
•
This section will examine six types of crime differentiated by sociologists: victimless crimes, professional crime, organized crime, white-collar and technology-based crime, hate crimes, and transnational crime.
A.
Victimless Crimes
•
These crimes involve the willing exchange among adults of widely desired, but illegal, goods and services. Examples: Prostitution, drug abuse, gambling
•
Proponents of decriminalization are troubled by attempts to legislate a moral code for adults. They see these crimes as impossible to prevent, and an overburdened criminal justice system should concentrate on offenses with real victims.
•
Critics of decriminalization object to the notion that these crimes are “victimless.” Examples: Excessive drinking, compulsive gambling, and illegal drug use cause personal and property damage. Prostitution reinforces the idea that women are “toys” or objects to be used for men’s pleasure.
B.
Professional Crime
•
A professional criminal (career criminal) is a person who pursues crime as a day-to-day occupation. Example: Burglary or safecracking
•
They devote their entire working time to planning and executing crimes. They develop skilled techniques and enjoy a certain degree of status among other criminals.
•
Edward Sutherland (1937) offered pioneering insights into the behavior of professional criminals by publishing an annotated account written by a professional thief. 
C.
Organized Crime 
•
Organized crime is the work of a group that regulates relations between various criminal enterprises involved in illegal activities, including smuggling and sale of illegal drugs, prostitution, and gambling.
•
It is a secret activity that evades law enforcement. It takes over legitimate business, gains influence over labor unions, corrupts public officials, intimidates witnesses, and taxes merchants for protection services. 
•
It can serve as a means of upward mobility for groups of people struggling to escape poverty. The process of ethnic succession can occur in some organized crime industries, bringing new ethnic groups into dominant positions over a certain type of criminal activity.
D.
White-Collar and Technology-Based Crime
•
White-collar crime consists of illegal acts committed in the course of business activities by affluent, “respectable” people. Examples: Income tax evasion, embezzlement, bribery
•
Like organized crime, these crimes are often perpetrated through occupational roles. 
•
One type of white-collar crime is cybercrime: illegal activity primarily conducted through the use of computer hardware or software. Identity theft does not necessarily require technology, but the increasingly widespread exchange of information online has made it much more common.
•
Sutherland coined the term white-collar crime in 1939 for acts by individuals; but it has been broadened to include offenses by businesses and corporations as well. Corporate crime is any criminal act by a corporation that is punishable by the government. It takes many forms and includes individuals, organizations, and institutions among its victims. Examples: Stock fraud and manipulation, accounting fraud, production of unsafe goods, environmental pollution, anticompetitive behavior, public health violations, and bribery and corruption
•
Convictions for such illegal acts do not generally harm people’s reputations, status, or career aspirations nearly as much as convictions for street crime would. 

E.
Hate Crimes
•
Hate crimes are defined both by perpetrators’ actions and by the purpose of their conduct.
•
An ordinary crime is considered a hate crime, or bias crime, when the offender is motivated by the victim’s race, religion, ethnic group, national origin, or sexual orientation; and evidence shows it was hatred that prompted the criminal act.
•
The vast majority of hate crimes are committed by members of the dominant group against those who are relatively powerless.
F.
Transnational Crime
•
This is crime that occurs across multiple national borders. International crime spans the globe. Examples: Terrorism, trafficking in human beings (includes sex trade), trafficking in endangered species, drugs, and stolen art/antiquities

•
Transnational crime is not exclusive of other types of crime. Organized criminal networks are increasingly global. Technology facilitates their illegal activities. Example: Trafficking in child pornography
VI.
Crime Statistics
•
Crime statistics are not as accurate or reliable as social scientists would like.

A.
Index Crimes and Victimization Surveys
•
Typically, the crime data reported in the United States are based on index crimes, or the eight types of crime tabulated each year by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).
•
The crime index is published annually by the FBI as part of the Uniform Crime Reports and includes statistics on murder, rape, robbery, assault, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson. It is disproportionately devoted to property crimes.
•
One serious limitation of official crime statistics is that they include only crimes actually reported to law enforcement agencies.
•
The National Crime Victimization Survey, initiated 1972, is an annual report compiled by the Bureau of Justice Statistics. Based on interviews of U.S. households, its victimization surveys ask ordinary people whether they were victims of specific crimes during the preceding year. 

B.
Crime Trends
•
There has been a significant decline in violent crime nationwide. Some suggest the reasons for the decline may be new surveillance technologies, community-oriented policing, gun control laws, and an increase in the prison population.
•
The proportion of major crimes committed by women has increased. Feminist scholars draw our attention to one significant countertrend: The proportion of major crimes committed by women has increased. However, violent crimes committed by women, which have never been common, have declined.
C.
International Crime Rates
•
Violent crime rates are higher in the United States than in western Europe. The incidence of certain other types of crime appears higher in other nations. For example, England, Ireland, Denmark, and New Zealand have higher rates of car theft.

•
Contributing factors in violent crime in the U.S. may include a greater individual emphasis on economic achievement; and the many forms of violence long tolerated by U.S. culture. The U.S. is alone among advanced democratic societies in using the death penalty.
VII.
(Box) The Death Penalty in the United States and Worldwide
•
Is it right to resort to a punishment that imitates the crime it seeks to condemn? Is life in prison enough of a punishment for a truly heinous crime?
A.
Looking at the Issue
•
Historically, execution has been a significant form of punishment both for deviance from social norms and for criminal behavior.
•
About 20 nations worldwide still carry out executions, including the United States, China, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia.
B.
Applying Sociology
•
Debate over the death penalty has traditionally focused on its appropriateness as a form of punishment and its value in deterring crime.
•
Viewed from the functionalist perspective, fear of capital punishment will prevent at least some criminals from committing serious offenses; and the worst criminals deserve to die for their crimes. Some dysfunction, however, stems from capital punishment’s cost to society, higher than that of a sentence of life in prison.

•
Viewed from the conflict perspective, social inequality puts poor people at a disadvantage in the criminal justice system, and where capital punishment is used this may mean the difference between life and death. Numerous studies also show racial discrimination may lead to differential application of the death penalty.
C.
Initiating Policy
•
In 2015, public support for the death penalty was at 61 percent in the United States.
•
Recent policy initiatives have moved in two different directions: a desire to broaden the range of offenses for which convicted criminals may be sentenced to execution; and doubts about whether an execution can be carried out humanely.

•
Concerns about lethal injection range from medical ethics to the effectiveness of the technique. The Supreme Court has ruled that the procedures are constitutional, but has specified protocols.

•
Although courts continue to question how the death penalty can be administered in a judicially fair manner, policymakers have focused on declaring additional crimes to be punishable by death, curtailing appeals by death row inmates, and limiting reimbursement to lawyers who defend condemned criminals.

•
Internationally, foes of the death penalty see it as a violation of human rights; and pressure to abolish capital punishment has grown.

	
	KEY TERMS


Anomie  Durkheim's term for the loss of direction felt in a society when social control of individual behavior has become ineffective.
Anomie theory of deviance  Robert Merton's theory of deviance as an adaptation of socially prescribed goals or of the means governing their attainment, or both.
Conformity  Going along with peers—individuals of our own status who have no special right to direct our behavior.
Control theory  A view of conformity and deviance that suggests that our connection to members of society leads us to systematically conform to society's norms.
Crime  A violation of criminal law for which some governmental authority applies formal penalties.
Cultural transmission  A school of criminology that argues that criminal behavior is learned through social interactions.
Cybercrime  Illegal activity primarily conducted through the use of computer hardware or software.
Deviance  Behavior that violates the standards of conduct or expectations of a group or society.
Differential association  A theory of deviance that holds that violation of rules results from exposure to attitudes favorable to criminal acts.
Differential justice  Differences in the way social control is exercised over different groups.
Formal social control  Social control that is carried out by authorized agents, such as police officers, judges, school administrators, and employers.
Hate crime  A criminal offense committed because of the offender's bias against a race, religion, ethnic group, national origin, or sexual orientation. Also referred to as bias crime.
Index crimes  The eight types of crime tabulated each year by the FBI in the Uniform Crime Reports: murder, rape, robbery, assault, burglary, theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.
Informal social control  Social control that is carried out casually by ordinary people through such means as laughter, smiles, and ridicule.
Labeling theory  An approach to deviance that attempts to explain why certain people are viewed as deviants while others engaged in the same behavior are not.
Law  Governmental social control.
Obedience  Compliance with higher authorities in a hierarchical structure.
Organized crime  The work of a group that regulates relations among criminal enterprises involved in illegal activities, including prostitution, gambling, and the smuggling and sale of illegal drugs.
Professional criminal  A person who pursues crime as a day-to-day occupation, developing skilled techniques and enjoying a certain degree of status among other criminals.
Sanction  A penalty or reward for conduct concerning a social norm.
Social constructionist perspective  An approach to deviance that emphasizes the role of culture in the creation of the deviant identity.
Social control  The techniques and strategies for preventing deviant human behavior in any society.
Social disorganization theory  The theory that crime and deviance are caused by the absence or breakdown of communal relationships and social institutions.
Societal-reaction approach  Another name for labeling theory.
Stigma  A label used to devalue members of certain social groups.
Transnational crime  Crime that occurs across multiple national borders.
Victimization survey  A questionnaire or interview given to a sample of the population to determine whether people have been victims of crime.
Victimless crime  A term used by sociologists to describe the willing exchange among adults of widely desired but illegal goods and services.
White-collar crime  Illegal acts committed by affluent, “respectable” individuals in the course of business activities. 

	
	ESSAY QUESTIONS


1. Describe the techniques for social control that operate on both a group and societal level.
2. Distinguish between conformity and obedience. 

3. Examine binge drinking in light of the following sociological concepts: obedience, conformity, and deviance. 

4. Discuss the procedures in conducting, and conclusions to be drawn from, Stanley Milgram’s experiment on obedience to authority. 

5. How did Stanley Milgram explain the high rates of compliance found in his obedience experiments? 

6. Use the interactionist perspective to explain some of the findings in Milgram’s study of obedience. 

7. Distinguish between informal and formal social control and give examples of each. 

8. Explain how the legal order reflects the underlying social values of a society. 

9. Explain Travis Hirschi’s control theory. 

10. Explain how deviance varies by group, by social context, and even over time. 

11. What is stigma, and what is its relationship to deviant behavior? 

12. What is the relationship among the beauty myth, stigma, and deviance? 

13. Discuss deviance and technology in the new millennium. 

14. Why is Émile Durkheim’s view of deviance considered an example of a functionalist approach? 

15. Discuss and illustrate the five types of behavior/adaptation presented by Robert Merton in his anomie theory of deviance. 

16. In what ways does Edwin Sutherland’s approach to criminology draw upon the significance of the socialization process? 

17. Describe Edwin Sutherland’s approach to deviance, which draws upon the interactionist perspective. 

18. Briefly explain the basic ideas of the labeling perspective. 

19. Explain how the labeling perspective draws on the work of both conflict theorists and interactionists. 

20. Distinguish among the labeling perspective and the social constructionist perspective. 

21. How do conflict theorists view deviance? 

22. Distinguish between a professional criminal and a white-collar criminal. 

23. Apply the concept of ethnic succession to organized crime. 

24. How do conflict theorists view white-collar crime? 

25. What arguments have been made by supporters of decriminalization of “victimless crimes”? 

26. What arguments have been made by opponents, particularly feminists, of decriminalization? 

27. What does the analysis of international crime rates indicate about the level of criminal activity in the United States?

28. Discuss the debate on the death penalty in the United States from both the conflict and interactionist perspectives. 

	
	CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS


1. Discuss how members of a military unit could openly bring themselves to commit murder against some individuals and not feel any sense of deviance or criminal wrongdoing for the act. Be sure to include ideas from the work of Stanley Milgram in your answer. 

2. Discuss the definition of deviance as related to cultural variation. Give examples of how certain acts in the United States are considered deviant by other cultures, and conversely what acts we might consider deviant, even though they are considered normal in other cultures. 

3. Discuss how individuals may feel less restricted in performing certain deviant acts in the company of others, such as skinny-dipping, consuming alcohol, or smoking marijuana. Why would an individual not routinely perform such behavior alone?

4. Discuss Merton’s anomie theory of deviance, including the five forms of adaptation. Do you think that society confuses certain people by misrepresenting an individual’s chances of becoming successful? Give some examples to support your answer. Considering crime rates in the United States, is there evidence in favor of Merton’s theory? In other words, does it appear that crime rates are higher among groups for whom access to cultural goals is limited? Are there groups for whom the theory does not seem to apply?
5. Discuss some of the posited reasons for higher rates of violent crime in the United States compared to other countries, as well as some of the suggested reasons for the decline in violent crime rates in the United States over the past two decades. Would each of the major sociological perspectives find differing merit in these various explanations, and if so, in what way?
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