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Utilitarianism
Utilitarianism can be defined as an ethical theory that attempts to distinguish right from wrong in a given social context. According to utilitarianism, the most ethical decision made in any particular context is the one that will result in the greatest good for the largest number of people in the context. Utilitarianism can, therefore, be regarded as a form of consequentialism since it attempts to distinguish rightness or wrongness of an act through its outcomes. The theory was founded by John Stuart Mill and Jeremy Bentham in the 1800s, and it is based on the levels of happiness: A decision is right if it promotes happiness and wrong if it doesn't. The happiness is not only on the performer's side but also on every one that is directly or indirectly affected by the decision (Boralevi, 2017).
 Utilitarianism can also be described as an opposition to egoism which holds that an individual should prioritize their own interests even when it affects other people. The theory also differs from other ethical theories that attempt to distinguish the rightness or wrongness of action through the evaluation of the motive of the executor. By evaluating an action through utilitarianism; therefore, it is possible for a bad motive to be justified if it results in the greatest good. In the case where there is no significant difference in consequences between the act and its alternative, the incident is not regarded by utilitarians as a moral concern. John Stuart Mill summarized a moral action as one whose consequences is significant enough to compel the individual to act in a preferred way (Lyons, 2015).
By evaluating the results of an action, Mill defined happiness as a balance of pleasure and pain, defining the two as of intrinsic value. According to Bentham, a moralist could sum up the total measure of pleasure and that of pain for every party that can be potentially affected and evaluates the degree of rightness or wrongness of an action. The precision of the measurement is not essential but could be useful in assessing the consequences of an action before it is executed. On the strength of utilitarianism is that it enables the individual to evaluate all the possible consequences an action can bring. The second advantage of utilitarianism is that It focuses on happiness which is given an intrinsic value: happiness is also conventionally a good thing (Lyons, 2015). Utilitarianism also compliments human intuitions which dictate that harming many people is wrong. It is also a logical approach that is also straight forward and easy for the executor as it only involves the evaluation of the positive and the negative consequences. The last advantage of utilitarianism is that it promotes democracy, where the interest of the majority is upheld.
The ethical theory, despite being an effective approach in the evaluation of the morality of action has several questionable weaknesses. In spite of the fact that utilitarians consider happiness as an intrinsic value in their evaluation of the morality of an action, happiness is not the only intrinsic value: a good ethical theory should be considerate of all other intrinsic values such as love, human life, and freedom. Secondly, utilitarianism upholds the ideology of the end justifies the means which may not be applicable in every context. Consider a context where one healthy individual's body organs are harvested to aid in the medical intervention of other people through an organ transplant. The fact that many individuals have been cured at the expense of one doesn't justify the morality of the action. Utilitarians, however, will ignore the fact that a valuable life was lost because a few individual's lives were saved (Mill, 2016).
  The third disadvantage of utilitarianism is that it attempts to speculate about the outcomes of the future. It is, however, impossible to accurately predict the future as things may not always turn out as perceived. It is therefore not appropriate for one to justify their actions on mere speculations whose outcomes may not unfold as expected. Utilitarians such as Bentham advocate for the assigning of empirical values to abstract values which are not measurable: it is impossible, for example, to compare the pleasure of getting a well-paying job to that of winning a lottery. 
Utilitarianism can also not be used as a conventional method since some individuals cannot be trusted. It is easy for someone to justify their selfish actions with a manipulated perception of the "greater good."  Utilitarianism also promotes tyranny of numbers where it can be confusing to distinguish what is morally right from what is of popular opinion. Consider a case where the majority of people in a sample population hate homosexuality. There unanimous opposition against homosexuality doesn't necessarily mean that homosexuality is a bad thing or their hatred is a moral act. Lastly, utilitarianism can be described as subjective, where we all have different opinions and definitions of happiness (Mill, 2016).
While upholding the interest of the majority, I believe that utilitarianism, as an ethical theory, may serve to threaten the fundamental rights of the minority. Some values are absolute and must, therefore, be judged regardless of the consequences linked to them. Pain, for example, will remain pain regardless of the number of individuals affected. Utilitarianism should, therefore, be modified such that it is considerate of the context and the actions. The theory should be redefined in a way that is inclusive of conditions that will preserve the value of humanity and other intrinsic values such as love and freedom.
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