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termined by their political ideology,
= - : beliefs people hold about the purpose and scope of
government.™ Ideologies shape the thinking of individuals and how they view the
world, especially in regard to issues of “race, nationality, the role and function of gov-
ernment, the relations between men and women, human responsibility for the natural
environment, and many other matters, ! Observers increasingly have ;ecogrﬁzed these
beliefs as a potent political force. Isaiah Berlin, a noted historian and philosopher, stated
that two factors above all others shaped human history in the twentieth century: “one
is science and technology; the other is ideological battles—totalitarian tyrannies of both
right and left and the explosions of nationalism, racism, and religious bigotry that the
most perceptive social thinkers of the nineteenth century failed to predict.”1?

It is easier to understand how ideology affects public opinion when we examine
the four functions political scientists attribute to ideologies. These include:

1. Explanation. Ideologies can offer reasons why social and political conditions are
the way they are, especially in time of crisis.

2. Evaluation. 1deologies can provide standards for evaluating social conditions and
political institutions and events.

3. Orientation. Much like a compass, ideologies provide individuals with an orienta-
tion toward issues and a position within the world.

4. Political Program. Ideologies help people make political choices and guide their
political actions.

Finding Your Political Ideology

The four functions of ideology discussed above clearly have real-world implications.
Political ideologies create natural groups within society and can lead to political con-
flict. In America, we often hear about conservative, liberal, and moderate political
ideologies (see Figure 10.4).

. ~ CONSERVATIVES According to William Safire’s New Political Dictionary, a
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| nservatives tend to believe that limited government is best, esp.emally in terms
regulatmg the economy. Conservatives favor local and state (?ctlon over fenflural
eﬁﬁbn,—:al.'\d they emphasize fiscal responsibility. Conservatives are also llkel:\f
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liberal

One who favors greater govemment
ntervention, particularly in ecocnomic
affairs and in the prowvision of social
services.

moderate

A person who takes a relatively centrist
or midale-of-the-road view on most
political issues.
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majority of social conservatives are evangelical Protestants, Mormons, and Roman
Catholics, some Jews and many Muslims are also social conservatives. Others are not
affiliated with a traditional religion.

LIBERALS A liberal is one who seeks to use the government to change the political,
economic, and social status quo and foster the development of equality and the well-
being of individuals.* The meaning of the word “liberal” has changed over time, but
in the modern United States, liberals (who may also refer to themselves as progres-
sives) generally support well-funded sovernment social welfare programs that seek
ta protect individuals from economic disadvant
contrast, they generally oppose government e
infringe on civil rights and liberties.

ages or to correct past injustices. In
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Problems with Ideological Labels
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