Paper Two
You may answer the prompt below. If you would like to create your own prompt, please send me an email discussing your ideas. Final drafts should be at least 4-5 pages, 1250 words. Rough drafts are due in week 9 on Saturday by midnight, peer review is due Sunday by midnight. Final drafts are due in week 11 on Sunday, by midnight. 
Works cited:  You need a works cited page, and a minimum of one outside source is encouraged (not required).  It can be either electronic or an actual text from a library. See the MLA document on Blackboard (in the course documents folder) for help with the Works Cited page.
Quotes: You need to cite the essays in your paper in order to provide evidence for your argument – each paragraph (except the introduction and the conclusion) should include at least one quote from the essay (or essays) you are discussing. Don’t just put quotes into the paper – be sure to introduce them and then explain why you’ve brought the quote in. Tell us what the quote shows about the essay – why is it meaningful? Ask yourself what does this quote tell me about the meaning of the essay?
Thesis: This is a thesis driven paper. You need a strong, coherent argument. Remember: a thesis is a claim about a topic. It should be something that’s debatable, insightful, and unique to you. Your thesis is your argument about some aspect of meaning within the story(s). The thesis statement must be the last sentence in the introduction. 
Essay prompt:
1) Does Slater find peace in “Black Swans?” Discuss the use of motifs or other literary devices in this essay and how they work to reveal the essay’s meaning. Are the black swans symbolic? Of what? What use of scene does Slater make? What about repetition? Is this an essay about overcoming mental illness, or is it about something else entirely? How do you know?

How to write an effective paper

1) When reading the essays, underline/highlight important moments. Make sure to take notes in the margins. This will help you when you’re writing your paper. You will be able to easily find the moments you want to discuss. 

2) It might also help to mark places where you see certain themes in the essays. For example, if you’re writing about violence in “The Fourth State of Matter,” the section on the Beard’s characterization of Gang Lu is important.  Mark characterization (or whatever will help you remember) here so that you’ll come back and look at it while writing your paper. Think about what this moment in the essay adds to the meaning.
3) In the introduction, be sure to state which essay(s) you are discussing; you must also state the author’s name(s). The intro should give us an idea of what your paper is about and why you think this subject is interesting/important. If you’re using an outside source, remember also introduce the book or essay title and the author’s name. The thesis should be the last sentence of the intro.

4) The thesis needs to be well thought out, clear, and debatable. It might help to try to imagine someone arguing the opposite of your thesis; if you can’t imagine a counter argument, you need to work on the thesis.

5) Each body paragraph needs to have at least one quote from the essay(s) you are discussing. Make sure that you introduce the quote and also explain what the quote tells us about the essay or its meaning. The body paragraphs are the meat of your essay – they are what will convince your readers of your argument. 

6) If you’re writing a compare/contrast paper, remember that you must still create an argument about that comparison. What is revealed? Why is it important? What will your paper prove to the reader?
7) You can include a counter argument paragraph in your essay. This is where you acknowledge that not everyone would agree with your analysis, but then you prove that counter argument wrong. A counter argument is a great way to show that you’ve thought about every angle of your argument. It makes your essay more solid and thought provoking.

8) The conclusion should bring up a new idea. Think about the implications of your argument – what does it suggest? How else might you approach the problem you’re discussing? What might be beyond the scope of your exploration of the essay?

9) Each paragraph needs a topic sentence. Each paragraph will focus on illustrating how one main point helps to prove your thesis.

10) Remember to bring in a discussion of literary elements/devices. Think about how the author has crafted this essay.

