Write a 1,000 word paper that outlines a clear argument to persuade readers to accept your opinion on a specific subject.  Choose your topic carefully.  Topics such as gun control and abortion are difficult to write about unless you can develop a position you have not already heard debated.  Your paper must be supported by outside sources -- books, newspapers, online services, interviews, notes taken in other courses, television programs, etc.  These outside sources must be documented using the MLA style.

DOCUMENTED PERSUSASIVE
STRATEGIES FOR WRITING ARGUMENT AND PERSUASION 

1. Determine your purpose. Clearly establish your thesis, and define what ideas you want readers to accept and what actions you want them to take. Do not recommend too many separate actions in one document. 

2. Evaluate your readers carefully. Examine the perceptual world of your audience. What objections do you have overcome to convince readers to accept your point of view?
3. Determine which appeals will be effective. Recognize the advantages and disadvantages of each appeal, and consider using more than one. 

4. Craft introductions and conclusions carefully.Opening paragraphs must arouse interest and prepare readers for your argument or appeal. Conclusions should end with a statement that will motivate readers to accept your ideas or take the action you recommend. 

5. Present factual detail in ways readers can understand. In presenting facts and statistics, use methods such as analogies and narratives to dramatize their significance. 
6. Qualify remarks. Avoid making absolute claims and sweeping generalizations. Acknowledge that exceptions exist and that opponents may have valid concerns and objections.
7. Verify sources. Before using as evidence a quote or statistic you heard on television or read online, determine if it is stated accurately and comes from a reliable source. 

8. Do not mistake propaganda for persuasion. Do not assume that hurling accusations, using questionable facts, or employing shock tactics will make your argument or successful. People dislike being manipulated, and often potential supporters will find overstated appeals objectionable and offensive. 
Revising and Editing
1. Review your thesis. Make sure your thesis is clearly stated and placed where it

will have the greatest impact on readers.

2. Use peer review. Ask others to read your draft and evaluate your thesis, evidence, and use of appeals.  Encourage readers to be critical and identify lapses and weaknesses in your argument.

SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR WRITING ARGUMENT AND PERSUASION 

GENERAL ASSIGNMENTS 

Write a persuasive argument to a general audience on one of the following topics. You may use one or more appeals. You can frame your paper in the form of an essay, a letter, a website, or an advertisement. 

1. Community and police relations 

2. The drinking age 

3. The way colleges prepare or fail to prepare graduates for the job market 

4. Bullying 

5. School choice 

6. Labor unions 

7. Facebook 

8. Sexual harassment 

9. The deficit 
10. 10. Credit cards
Select one of the following issues, and craft a persuasive essay targeted to one of the audiences listed. 

Issues:Medicare reform, distribution of condoms in public schools, school
prayer,bilingual education, recycling, gun control, legalization of 
drugs
Audiences:Suburban residents, retired schoolteachers, small business owners, an 


organization of minority police officers, urban health care providers.

WRITING IN CONTEXT 

1. Imagine you have become close to a highly respected member of your community. This person is well regarded by your family and may play a key role in your future. He or she invites you to join an organization that actively supports a view on abortion that is opposite to yours. Write a letter persuading this person to accept your reasons for declining the offer. Try to make your disagreement known without creating animosity. 

2. Write a letter to the editor of the campus newspaper about an issue that you have heard discussed but that no one else seems willing to raise. Urge the community to pay attention. 

Student Paper: Argument and Persuasion 

This paper was written in response to the following assignment: 

Write a 500–750-word persuasive essay about a current social or political issue. Avoid writing about subjects such as abortion or capital punishment unless you can provide a new or unique angle. Document your use of any outside sources.
Bradley Harrison






English 101
Why a Black Student Union?
Before any controversial issue can be discussed, there is usually a certain amount of misinformation to deal with. This is clearly the case with the Black Student Union. Many students have voiced concern and written letters to the editor since the college paper revealed that $540,000 was being allocated to the Union (Kane 1). The article stated that $52,000 was going to salaries, making the Black Student Union the only student organization with a paid staff. 

First of all, the bulk of the money allocated to the Union is dedicated to renovating the building, which is university property. Constructed in 1962, the building has not had major repairs since 1974. Roof leaks, first reported to the administration three years ago, have led to substantial and costly damage. In addition, it is the only building that was not retrofitted with new heating and air conditioning systems in 1996 (CSU 22). Also, the building still does not comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Wheelchair ramps must be installed by court order (CSU 23). 
Second, no one at the Union receives a salary for student activities. Five graduate students are paid to tutor remedial classes. Given the lack of space in the cramped Academic Support Center, use of the Black Student Union makes sense and creates more openings in the Center. Many non-black students attend classes and remedial seminars at the Union. Less than half the graduates of the Internet course last semester were African American (Kane 2). 
But there are other objections to the Union. Why should blacks have their own facility? Many on campus see the presence of a black student union as a kind of self-imposed apartheid. The Union has also been criticized for being the center of racially hostile militancy. 
The Black Student Union hardly threatens to impose a new kind of segregation. We live in integrated dorms, attend integrated classes, participate in integrated sports, and serve on mostly white and Asian academic committees. The few hours a week a student might spend at the BSU hardly threatens racial isolation—any more than the women’s center risks ending coeducation or the Newman Center pits Catholics against Protestants. From my own observations, I see little evidence of the radical and extremist politics Union opponents mention. The most popular event the Black Student Union holds is Career Week when black students line up to meet representatives from AT&T, IBM, US Bank, and 3M. Most students are concerned about academic performance and career options rather than radical politics. True, the Union has sponsored some controversial speakers, but so has the university itself. Much of the “extremist literature” cited in a campus editorial is not distributed by the Union. The Union receives a lot of free literature in the mail, which has been traditionally displayed in the lobby. When it was brought to the attention of the board that some of the pamphlets were anti-Semitic, members took quick steps to screen incoming publications and discard “hate literature.” 
The real purpose of the Union is to assist African Americans to succeed on campus. Comprising less than 5 percent of the student body, blacks easily feel alienated, particularly those who graduated from predominantly black high schools. According to Dean Smith, “Since only one of eight black males entering a university will graduate, it is imperative that we seek remedies to support their academic achievement and professional advancement” (12). Many black students have difficulty forming friendships and joining organizations. Often there were only a handful of college-bound students in their schools. To survive, they had to isolate themselves, studying alone to avoid associating with peers resentful of their dedication to academics. Outcasts in high school, these students find college bewildering. They are not accustomed to participating in class or working in groups. They often discover that they are woefully unprepared for college. Coming from schools with 50–75 percent dropout rates, many suffered from “social promotion.” They discover that their A’s and B’s are only equal to C’s and D’s in better suburban schools. The Black Student Union offers African American students a place to relax, interact with older students, and work to make the university a more hospitable place to minorities. 
Given the history of discrimination and disadvantage faced by African Americans, the Union can be a positive asset. Is it a crutch, an undeserved luxury? No one can deny that black students feel handicapped on campus. No one complains about the cost of wheelchair ramps and elevators which benefit a handful of physically disabled students. Why should we ignore the crippling legacy of racism? 
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QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW AND REVISION
1. What is the student’s thesis? 

2. What negative assumptions does the student seek to address? How does he counter them? 

3. What audience does the writer appear to address? What appeals does the student use? 

4. How much of the paper consists of responses to opponents’ criticisms? Is this a useful device? 

5. How effective is the conclusion? Does comparing disabled students to African Americans make a valid point? Would you suggest an alternative ending? 

6. Read the paper aloud. Are there passages that should be deleted or expanded? 

7. Did the student follow the instructor’s suggestions? 

WRITING SUGGESTIONS 

1. Using this paper as a model, write a similar essay taking a position on a current campus controversy. Assume you are addressing a hostile audience. Respond to their objections without criticizing or demeaning those who disagree with your thesis. 

2. Collaborative Writing: Discuss this paper with a group of students. Have a member record comments by the group. Work together to write a short statement approving or disapproving of the concept of establishing separate student unions. If members disagree, consider writing pro and con versions. 
ARGUMENT AND PERSUASION CHECKLIST

Before submitting your paper, review these points: 

1. Is your message clearly defined? 

2. Does your paper meet readers’ needs? Do you provide the support they require to accept your thesis? 

3. Do you support your views with adequate evidence from reliable sources? 

4. Do you anticipate reader objections and alternative points of view? 

5. Do you balance the strengths and weaknesses of logical, ethical, and emotional appeals? 

6. Do you avoid overstated, sentimental, or propagandistic appeals? 

7. Do you avoid preaching to the converted? Will only those who already agree with you accept your arguments? 

8. Do you make it easy for undecided readers to accept your position without feeling manipulated or patronized? 

9. Have you tested your argument with peer review? 

