ENGL 102

Assignment #1 – Fiction.

Assignment Length: 
700-800 words. Font size should not be lower than an 11 or bigger than 12.  
Electronic Evaluation
Submit assignment to Smarthinking                                                        tc "Assignment Length\: 

2-3 typed pages"
Final Due:                                          June 25, on Blackboard
Choose ONE of the following topics and write a 700-800-word typed paper. As much as possible, you must have support from the text and use at least one quotation. I prefer you to write WITHOUT using outside sources, but if you decide to use secondary sources, make sure you document appropriately using MLA. 
· All essays must be submitted to Smarthinking, & I must receive copies of tutor’s notes for me to grade essay. Without Smarthinking comments, the essay will receive a reduced grade. Remember Smarthinking requires a minimum of 48 hours to read essays so start writing early.
· Any plagiarized assignment will receive a zero grade and no chance of re-writing paper.  You also risk failing the class when you plagiarize. Read the section on Academic dishonesty in the syllabus.
·  All papers must be submitted on SafeAssign on Blackboard. Failure to submit on SafeAssign will result in NO grade.
· All essays must have titles centered on page.

· DO NOT SUMMARIZE STORY

1. Choose a story on our reading list and argue for or against a character’s action. For example, you may agree with Sammy’s decision to quit his job, Ms. Johnson’s decision to take the quilts from Dee and give them to Maggie, Jing-mei’s trip to China, or disagree with the mother in “Girl” for her advice. Make sure you develop your reasons for agreeing or disagreeing with evidence from the text. 
2. After reading John Updike’s “A & P,” a story some see as a coming-of-age story, reflect on your own life. Is there an event that stands out in your mind as one that changed your views about the world, yourself, or some values you had previously held? Describe this event and most importantly, what you learned or unlearned from it.

3. In “A Pair of Tickets,” Jing-mei goes on a transformative journey from San Francisco to Shanghai. She returns to America with a definite sense of her identity, her sense of self. Think about a trip you have taken which led you to make some important discoveries about who you are and made you re-examine some old assumptions you held on to. The trip could be coming to college. As in Jing-mei’s case, you should organize your paper around the different locations and demonstrate the changes that occurred in you (attitudes, values, sense of self, etc.) as you moved from one location to the other.

