Guidelines

Explain yourself as clearly and thoroughly as you can within the space constraints of the exam 

(devote approximately one page to each question, so that the exam as a whole is three pages maximum).  
Do not use an introduction and conclusion.  Only discuss issues that the questions ask about 

(nothing extra), but be sure to discuss everything that the questions ask about (don’t skip parts).
Write the exam as though the reader were someone who knew nothing about the topic; your 

goal is to demonstrate yourknowledge of the course material. Explain key terms. 
All answers must be in your own words – that is, not copied from lecture and not copied from the readings.  
Do not use quotes, as you are being tested on your ability to demonstrate your understanding of course materials.
This is an “open book” exam. You are thus strongly encouragedto consult your readings and 

notes when doing the exam, and to start early, remembering that an in-class exam would 

involve time for studying.
Answer all three questions. 
Be sure to NUMBER your answers correctly.
1.Pick two out of the four following concepts: random drift, fitness, species, or community.  

For each of the two concepts you have picked, first explain one author’s definition of the 

concept and then explain in your own words one of theirreasons for defending that 

definition.  (You should of course state the name of the author(s) you are discussing).
http://www.rlm.net/readings/Phi108/Mayr1996.pdf
http://www.rlm.net/readings/Phi108/MillsBeatty1979.pdf
2.Pluralismhas been a repeated theme throughout the quarter.  Cite specific authors for whom 

questions of pluralism were at stake and explain in your own words the ways in which this 

issue arose in those authors’ articles.  (This is a fairly large question, so try to find a balance 

between the number and breadth of authors you discuss and the thoroughness with which you 

discuss them. There is no magic number of authors that we are looking for you to discuss).
http://www.rlm.net/readings/Phi108/Ereshefsky1992.pdf
http://www.rlm.net/readings/Phi108/BeattyECT1995.pdf
3.Of the topics that we discussed this quarter, which of them seem to have implications outside 

of a strictly scientific realm (e.g., are relevant for public policy, affect society apart from 

science, etc.), and in what ways?  Cite specific authors and their ideas in your answer, 

explaining those ideas in your own words.  (This is a fairly large question, so try to find a 

balance between the number and breadth of authors you discuss and the thoroughness with 

which you discuss them. There is no magic number of authors that we are looking for you to 

discuss).
http://www.rlm.net/readings/Phi108/Lloyd1993.pdf
http://www.rlm.net/readings/Phi108/Kaplan2010.pdf
