Discussion Forum Expectations in this Course
As you might expect, this course relies heavily on the written word for discussions. Discussions are very important elements in the learning process in online learning. They provide a platform for you to demonstrate your critical thinking skills, communication skills, and your ability to apply the information from your readings and from peer interactions. Thus, it is expected that your posts will be scholarly and substantive in nature (not just a repetition of peer’s posts or simple, I agree responses). Prepare your post carefully. At a minimum, thoroughly read the assigned material first; even better, do some outside reading to help inform your post! Take the time to develop a well-reasoned, well written post that not only clearly relates to the topic or question at hand, but also adds substantively to the discussion or promotes further inquiry among your peers.
Here are some expectations/guidelines that can help to facilitate your success in this course.
· Post your first original post (200-300 words)
· Think of the discussions as interactions with colleagues and practice your best communication and critical thinking skills.
· Cite and reference all sources used to inform your posts (even the text). Use APA format.
Important note: Plagiarism is not tolerated at this institution and will result in stringent consequences
Note also that quoted material is not accepted in this program.
It is the student's responsibility to understand what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid using sources without proper attribution. If you need help with this, there are several tools to review in the course, as well as on the SPC Online Library website. The NIPs Center is also an excellent resource for writing, citing, referencing assistance.
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