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Introduction:

United States Environmental protection agency defines a superfund sire as an abandoned place where there is location of wastes that disrupt eco systems. However, since the establishment of Superfund, people have been protected from hazardous sites. The Superfund engaged locals while protecting states and communities from contamination of the waste products.  The measurement of cleanup by superfund is done through construction of sites used to dump hazardous wastes.  One of the designated Superfund sites in Hawaii is Honolulu County.  Most of the groundwater and soil has been polluted with chemicals such as DBCP, EDB and Benzene fumigants.  The pesticides in the areas have destroyed the ecosystem in the area thus destroying the area. This paper contains a discussion of the causes of destruction of environment in Honolulu, Hawaii leading to the place being declared as a superfund site. 

The root cause of Superfund Site in Honolulu has resulted from disposal of waste products from Oahu Plantation. The county has no sufficient laws to prevent disposal of waste products. However, the disposal poses serious threats to the ecosystem and the surrounding environs.  The disposal of chemicals such as Benzene and EDB poses serious threats to the aquatic and land life in the place. Most of the water in the rivers in Honolulu is contaminated with the afforentioned chemicals. This makes it impossible for consumption since it can lead to other devastating health effects. Moreover, the water cannot be used for irrigation purposes as it can lead to death of plants and animals in the place. For the past two decades soil has been rendered infertile due to continuous disposal of the chemicals (Reitze, 2001).
The effects of soil in Honolulu have seriously affected Hawaii over the years. Soil prolusion has remained to be the gravest problem existing in the state. There are more than a few factors that have influenced to effects of soil pollution such use of chemicals that have highly contaminated the soils. Today, Honolulu is one of the main regions being affected by the encroachment of soil pollution. The state changed dramatically in the last half a century because of soil pollution.  In Honolulu, the effects of soil are very alarming and it is evident that are the major cause that have resulted to huge disturbances in the ecological balance and health of living (Schwarz, 2003).
Some of the effects that have made Honolulu a superfund site include decrease in soil fertility. Decrease in soil fertility has highly affected the productivity of soil yield. Healthy crops in the region have diminished because of infertility. In addition, effects of soil pollution have resulted to loss of soil and natural nutrients in the soil. Due to this effect, soil erosion has become a major threat in the state because the terrain of the area is wearing out. This has resulted or influenced imbalance of flora and fauna within the area. According to research conducted in Honolulu, pesticides have been the main factor to soil pollution in Honolulu. Another common effect that made the land superfund site is the amount of salinity in the soil. Honolulu is unfit for vegetation (Kemp, 2007).
Conclusion:

In summation, the main cause of soil pollution in Honolulu County is disposal of waste products by Del Monte Corporation, Oahu Plantation. The company has disposed chemicals such as DBCP and benzene in the grounds. This has affected underground water and even led to pollution of the soil. According to US EPA, the site is considered as a number one priority for the Superfund program. The program provides funds that is used for clean up of the sites that contain waste materials.  The site should be cleaned before it has begun to infect the ecosystem of the environment in the long run. According to a recent study by Environmental Protection Agency a failure to prevent Oahu plantation from disposing the chemicals will have a devastating effect to the ecosystem surrounding the Honolulu County. After clean up by Superfund program, effective legislation should be enacted to prevent future pollution of the place.
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