libertarianism
TOTAL LIBERTARIANISM the government should write rules that protect individual property rights: no force, no theft, no fraud, no breach of contract(Robert Nozick)
MODERATE LIBERTARIANISM the government should write rules that protect full and free competition(=no monopolies, no oligopolies, no vertical integration)

liberalism

1. Where do philosophies of social justice come from?

A. Libertarianism is often supported by the idea of natural rights
B. Rawls’ answer is very different: the correct social rules are conventional, not natural. They are constructed by parties to a certain kind of agreement (S&B 119)

(1) They see the production of income, wealth, and opportunity as a cooperative social endeavor. (They call income, wealth, and opportunity, social goods. S&B 121-122)

(2) They see the rules of justice as not about protecting our natural or God-given rights, but rather asrules that define the ownership and distribution of these social goods. These rules are made up by us: it is up to us to decide how to write them fairly.

2. Liberalism (also called “welfare capitalism”) has two principles, in order of priority:

Principle #1 Principle of equal basic civil liberties [we won’t discuss this, as we are focused on philosophies of distributive justice] (S&B 122-123)

Principle #2 Principle about social and economic inequalities: social and economic inequalities [in wealth and income] are permissible provided that

A. They are to be attached to positions open to all under conditions of fair equality of opportunity. This requires:

(1) formal equality before the law: no discrimination regarding educational and economic opportunities: in hiring, promotion, admissions, access to public office, buying & selling, etc. (e.g. no segregated bars)

plus

(2) on the ground equality: provision of resources to provide skills and other tools needed to compete on an equal footing for educational and economic opportunities: (e.g. no Mandarin exams)
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B. They are to the benefit of the least-advantaged members of society (the difference principle). (JF, 42-43; S&B 123-124)

