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Essay Guidelines and Examples

Essays: Will come from the two required monographs

All essays will be typed in standard MLA essay format using complete sentences and paragraphs.
There will be point deductions on any essay that does not include a cover page with student's first and last name, the
class time, the title of the book, author’s name, and the essay due date.
The essay will be doubled spaced, Times New Roman format, 12 point font, one inch margins all around. Do not
skip spaces between paragraphs.
The essay will be a minimum of three full pages in length. The length will be computed by starting from the first
line of page one of the essay and ending with the last line of writing on page three of essay.
The essay will analyze the historical significance of the subject in relation to one of the following topics:

o Social conditions

o Economic conditions

Essays not turned in by due date will be accepted with grade reductions. You may e-mail your essay to the instructor
after the original due date but with a 10 point grade reduction. If there is a problem in the transmission of your essay, it will
be considered late or a non-turn in. Essays will not be accepted after 24 hrs of original due date.

Guidelines to follow for essays

Maximum direct quotes 5

Minimum direct quotes 2

Cover page mandatory

Works Cited page mandatory

Essays must be stapled only (left top)

Parenthetical reference mandatory Example: (Godbeer, 39)
No paraphrasing without reference

No block quotes (long quotes that are 4 lines or more)

This is an example of deductions and may vary per essay:

Cover page incomplete -3pts

Not stapled -5pts

No cover page -10pts

1 inch margin rule not followed -3pts

Wrong font or wrong size -5pts

Not following quote guidelines -10pts

Work cited page wrong -10pts

Wrong parenthetical reference -20pts
Summarized essay -20pts

Incomplete essay (not 3 pages) -25pts

No works cited page = 0 pts for the essay

No Parenthetical reference = 0 pts for the essay
Paraphrasing without reference = 0 pts for the essay
Plagiarism of any type= 0 for the essay
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