
*Writing Strength: 
Firstly, I would like to commend you for incorporating outside sources into your argumentative essay. By doing this, you are effectively supporting the details that you provide regarding how the use of media affects interpersonal relationships. Good work.
to the Main Idea/Thesis:   
Your current thesis statement does not seem appropriate enough for your assignment type. In your assignment description, it is indicated that you are to write an argumentative essay. However, at the moment, this is what you have as your thesis:

Society’s growing dependence on the media and technology continues to spread extensively-raising concerns over the effects it might have on the family, and it’s interpersonal relationship.

With this thesis, your readers might get the impression that your paper’s purpose is to merely inform them of the effects of media on interpersonal relationships. Hence, you are not effectively adhering to your assignment description, and you are also not making your argument clear.

Remember that an argumentative thesis clearly states a position regarding an issue. Usually, it argues whether an issue is good or bad, beneficial or not, or advantageous or disadvantageous. Then, aside from the position or argument, it is also accompanied by a justification of the argument. Take a look at this example:

Capital punishment is not an effective crime deterrent because of its various limitations.

As you can see from the thesis above, the argument is made clear by stating the claim that capital punishment is not an effective crime deterrent. Additionally, a justification for this argument is provided. So, in your case, what are you arguing about media? Are you arguing that media is beneficial or not? Why is your argument such? Pondering on these questions would help you revise your thesis.
Furthermore, you can visit this lesson to learn more about how to develop an argumentativethesis: Writing an Argument Essay.

9580838 has requested that you respond to the Content Development:   
Some of your body paragraphs seem underdeveloped. For instance, in your third body paragraph, you point out that the use of media hinders spending quality time with the family. However, since the supporting details that you provide are insufficient, you are not effectively convincing your readers to consider your argument that the use of media is straining our relationships. 
With these being said, here are some questions that you may consider answering to strengthen your third body paragraph: In what other ways is quality time with the family being hindered by the use of media? How many hours a day do family members usually spend in indulging themselves with media? How is the use of media unethical? 
Additionally, you can also refer back to the link I previously provided to know more about how to write an effective argumentative essay.


Grammar & Mechanics 
Your essay has several compound sentences that are not properly formed. Here is one of them:

Friends only communicate when there is something they want to do together over a few hours or days and when it is done communication is cut.

The statement above is a compound sentence because you have two complete sentences being joined by the coordinating conjunction “and.” However, without a comma before “and,” your readers might fail to realize that your sentence is composed of two complete thoughts.
In joining two complete sentences using a coordinating conjunction (for, and, but, yet, or, nor, so), keep in mind that the conjunction that you use must also be preceded by a comma. Here is an example to further guide you:
Without a comma: It is believed that women reach mental maturity even before men do and there are several studies to support this argument.
With a comma: It is believed that women reach mental maturity even before men do, and there are several studies to support this argument.
As you can see, without a comma before the coordinating conjunction “and,” it seems as though the statement is composed of only one long independent clause. However, when a comma is placed before “and,” it becomes clear that the statement is composed of two independent clauses or complete thoughts.
Now, you may go over your essay again and punctuate your compound sentences with missing commas. If you'd like to learn more about comma usage, you can always visit this lesson: Commas.

Summary of Next Steps: 
· Revise your thesis to match your assignment type.
 

· Elaborate on your third body paragraph.
 

· Punctuate your compound sentences. 
Thank you for submitting your essay for a review. I enjoyed helping you with this step in the revision process. Have a good day! 

You can find more information about writing, grammar, and usage in the Smarthinking Writer's Handbook.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Please look for comments [in bold and in brackets] in your essay below.
Thank you for submitting your work to Smarthinking! We hope to see you again soon.

The essay is in good shape; you've put a lot of effort into this and it shows. A few things:

1) You're missing a clear thesis that clarifies your argument. By showing first the positive, then the negative, this reads more like a comparison/contrast essay at first. Your conclusion is much more clearly argumentative. Make sure your introduction and thesis are too (try reading your intro, then read your conclusion to see what I mean).

2) There's not much research here. We've been talking a lot about research writing (you may want to review the first few slides of the VoiceThread on research that I posted) but you only have two sources. The entire essay was supposed to be based on new information you found in research that you'd done. Right now, your essay doesn't really demonstrate mastery of that skill as expected. While the anecdotes are interesting, statistics and other facts would be more compelling.

3) It looks like you're using APA format in the citations and to some extent in the Works Cited. But we're using MLA. 

Hope that helps!

Argumentative Essay- Effects of Media on Interpersonal Communication
The effect of the media on family, friendship and romantic communication is controversial with both positive and negative impacts. The media in this context refers to technologies like televisions and rations as well as social media platforms like WhatsApp, Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. The rate at which the society seems to have embraced these technologies is alarming.Society’s growing dependence on the media and technology continues to spread extensively-raising concerns over the effects it might have on the family, and it’s interpersonal relationship.

 On the positive side, the media has been one major component of family entertainment. Most families gather around the television every evening to watch a favorite program. This has helped many families have common likings for programs while giving them an opportunity to be together during the whole time of the entertainment. Further, when family members and friends gather around for the sake of a television program they often participate in arguments and conversations between the breaks and in so doing their relationship is further cemented. Some romantic programs and conversations have also helped people make good choices when selecting spouses. Such conversations online and on TV may also be used to provide useful tips which when used improves the romance between couples. Communication is also enhanced through the use of social media platforms. For example, friends and family can create a WhatsApp group through which they communicate with one another. The cost of communication has also been greatly reduced with the introduction of communication technologies. The media has also been very informative to the family on some things including news and other useful documentaries.
The media has however hurt the communication between family members, friends and romance partners (Pileci, 2012). Before media was seen as a very useful aspect of a typical day, and its usefulness was clear. [( Here, you have an introductory element, but you do not separate it from your main clause. Remember that an introductory element signifies when, where, how, or why an action takes place, and it is separated from the main clause using a comma. So, what is your introductory element here? Where should you place a comma in this sentence?] The media was used as a tool and was supposed to be helpful to humans. In essence, media was not meant to cause problems but rather help the family to solve communication problems. Social media was supposed to be a tool of communication; helping people overcome the barriers of communication, entertaining them and helping them relax and relieve themselves from the days’ activities. But the media came and was open to misuse. For example, instead of helping people communicate better, it lead to communication breakdown. Today's families are filled with emptiness regarding communication. People would rather use hours on television rather than talk to each other. Humans have become slaves to media, and it has become as if the media controls the human mind.
A typical day for an average husband and father in his thirties of forties may involve waking up in the morning for work and coming late in the evening to watch the news, spend a few minutes on his phone and goes to sleep. There is no time for quality family talk. The husband has little concern about how the wife has been while the wife cares just as much about anything else but the television and mobile phones. The children alike take the advantage to indulge in social networks through the phone that in most cases are unethical.[This paragraph is missing a topic sentence. What effect of media on interpersonal relationships are you tackling here? Pondering on this question would help you develop your topic sentence.]
Better instances of communication breakdown in the family can be seen in the emotional and psychological absence of parents to children. To some extend, children are left or separate themselves from the family when each member of the family is so busy on social media. Children fail to communicate their needs either because they are too busy on social media of because their parents are. Parents on their part fail to keep track of their children’s development stages and communicate to them important information that may significant to shape the persons that they grow into. This is the reason why most families these days cannot even make accurate remarks about each other because there is no communication among them. Social media opens up opportunities for outside communication at the expense of family communication.
Often may friendships have been built through the social media and while some of these relationships have grown into very tight unions, some of these connections have been nothing short of a waste of time. Previously close friends often lose track of each other because either all of them or some of them pursue other relationships over the social media that they consider important. Those friends who cannot afford to take advantage of these communication technologies are often looked down upon and left out of the social set up. Further, with the increasing use of communication technologies, the meaning of friendship has continued to lose meaning. Friends only communicate when there is something they want to do together over a few hours or days and when it is done communication is cut. 
Romantic relationships have also suffered in the era of the media. It is often to find couples too busy for themselves over their phones, or watching a program late into the night so that they do not have time for each other. There are cases where a spouse uses the excuse of following a certain program just to avoid the other. The media controls how much time spouses have for each other (Jain, 2010). There are numerous reports of family breakage due to conflicts geared by overspending time on social media. Couples often use too much time on social media that they do not have time to talk about important issues in their relationship.
In conclusion, the media has opened numerous opportunities, but there is a need for people to limit their use so that they focus on building real relationships among themselves through proper communication. The media should remain a tool, and not the human to become the media's tool.[You can strengthen your conclusion by responding to these questions: Overall, what does media mean for mankind? Why should your argument regarding media be acknowledged? What are the possible implications should media continue to be misused and abused?]
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