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In-Depth Analysis - The Intouchables (2011)
The intouchables stands as one of the most viewed films in France.  In fact, this film is the second biggest success commercially in the history of the French cinema. It comes second to “welcome to the sticks” which was released back in 2008 (Laurier).  The intouchables also managed to become the number one top movie in box office in the year it was released. Statistically, it has had more than 19 million people viewing it in France. The core strengths of this film which are ease with intimacy, brutal honesty and ability to ridicule anything have made it deliver one of the funniest, touching and honest films in the French cinema (unsungfilms.).
Driss, who was hired as Philippe’s helper is seen as a careless and lazy individual. This is evident by the fact that he was coming out of prison and the way he dresses carelessly as he goes to the interview and expects to fail so that he can continue getting welfare benefits. He acts casually and even goes to the extent of flirting with Philippe’s assistant all in the aim of reducing his chances of getting hired.  He does not have any interests in the job. Philippe on the other hand is a rich man who owns a mansion and a luxurious Maserati car. Although disabled by an accident, Philippe is compassionate and hires Driss regardless of the fact that Driss does not have any qualifications. This is where their friendship begins and with time, they grow closer to each other. Their friendship is so important that Philippe gets psychologically affected when Driss leaves his job.  Eventually, Driss is seen to transform to a good and responsible man at the end of the film where he helps his younger cousin from gangs and provides for his family (rottentomatoes).
From his way of living, Philippe is rejected by the society. He does not have a family since his wife died in a car accident without bearing any children. His is a lonely life and he was forced to adopt a daughter who is a spoilt child. Due to his loneliness, Philippe decided to deal with his rejection by having an epistolary relationship with Eleonore. Driss on the other hand is also a reject of the society. Being an orphan from Senegal, he was adopted by his then childless aunt and uncle. He is chased out of the flats where his aunt lives in the suburbs when he comes out of prison (Stratton). Driss overcomes all these by finding another job in a transport company after leaving Philippe’s mansion.
Based on the story illustrated by this movie, the events that happened are realistic. It is normal for such events to happen in real life situations. The film brings the viewers to realisation that such people as the characters in the film require help. The intouchables is a crowd pleaser and delivers a joyous and a memorable experience hence it is definitely made for Hollywood (Laurier). Driss’ sentiments about Philippe’s situation are not brought out clearly on the film. Through his actions however, Driss is seen to have compassion and love for Philippe. He even goes to an extent of organising a date for Philippe without his knowledge in order to cure his boredom.
In conclusion, the movie brings out its message to the society that people with disabilities should not be neglected (Stratton). It is the role of the siblings in such families to take care and show love to their handicapped family member and bring him/her a sense of belonging which gives them the ultimate self-actualization. As the title suggests, the name “intouchables” refers to the neglected people in the society who nobody cares about. The society should therefore organise forums for appreciating and showing love to the handicapped. Generally, the movie ends in an optimistic note in that Philippe is finally likely to find love (rottentomatoes).
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